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ride on our roads 


Your guide to 
care services 

In special report: 
Loving Care 2016 


The acclaimed National Theatre production 


WarHorse 


Based on the beloved novel by Michael Morpurgo • Adapted by Nick Stafford 
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Isn’t it time for a 
New Garage Door? 

With the ESSATI SALE, the 
decision’s made so much easier 


Our top of the range electric 'remote controlled' insulated aluminium 
rolling garage door -operated by hand held 'keyring' handset is 
currently reduced from a RRP of €2250 - to an amazing £799 

inc VAT & fitting. 


NOW JUST£799! 


INCLUDING VAT & FREE FITTING 



♦ Remote Control & keyring handset 

♦ Includes free internal manual override,; 

+ All doors conform fully to EU safety directives 

♦ White as standard, other colours available - ask for details 

♦ Extremely secure auto-locking system 

♦ Full 12 month warranty# Bottom rubber weatherseal 

♦ Price is for any sized single sized door up to 8ft 6" wide 

♦ Double skinned aluminium with foam insulation 


CALL 01245 396910 


This special offer includes free fitting. 

The offer on our website do es not include free fitting 
To benefit from this offer you should call: 01245 396910 


www.essatigaragedoors.co.uk 
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www.kentnews.co.uk 


Not easy reading, but let 
us not avoid inevitable 


FOR a society which seems to pride 
itself on its acceptance of free speech 
and our apparent desire to be open 
and honest on everything we do in 
our lives, we continue to treat old age 
as taboo. 

Whether it is through fear or 
simply a reminder of our own 
mortality, it seems that our ultimate, 
unavoidable, destiny - and the years 
leading up to it - remain spoken of 
only in hushed tones. 

And in many ways it is under¬ 
standable. After all, few, if any of us, 
welcome the inevitable 
embrace of death or that 
gradual decline in our health 
as our body starts to show 
wear and tear. 

As a result of this, we find 
ourselves entering this 
strange unchartered 
territory only when someone 
close to use edges 
towards the end of 
their life and we 
have to step in to 
assist. We have to 



get to grips with care options we had 
previously not considered and, 
perhaps most jarringly for so many, 
the often colossal costs which go 
with it. 

And until our collective gaze 
focuses upon that whole sector 
which deals with us in our winter 
years, the chances are we will all, 
one at a time, stagger blindly into 
that world and while emotionally 
vulnerable. 

We may not want to face up to our 
final years, we may not want to face 
up to that of our loved ones...but 
to avoid to do so is an error. 
Inside this weekend’s 
edition, we take an overview 
of what is available out there 
and just how you can find out 
more information. Even if you 
don’t need those sort of 
services, the frequently asked 
questions are worth 
reading, purely so 
you have an idea 
of what to 
expect. 


■ Kent on Sunday and its journalists are committed to abiding by the Society of Editors Code 
of Practice. If you have a complaint which can’t be resolved by Kent on Sunday editor Chris 
Britcher (chris.britcher@archant.co.uk) please contact the Independent Press Standards 
Organisation, Gate House, 1 Farringdon Street, London, EC4M 7LG, or via complaints@ipso. 
co.uk. More information about IPSO and its regulations can be found at www.ipso.co.uk 
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NOW OPEN 

A 10,000 square foot superstore 
in Wincheap Canterbury offering 
the best electrical shopping 
experience in Kent. 


FREE 

LOCAL 

DELIVERY 


ESTABLISHED 

SINCE 

1962 


Wincheap Industrial Estate 
17 Maynard Road, 
Canterbury, Kent CT1 3RH 









£899.99 


SN26M232 o 
•A++ Energy Rating 

• 13 Place Settings 

• VarioFlex Basket System 

• 6 Programmes 

• VarioSpeed Quick Wash 


£449.99 


| GREAT LOW PRICE 1 


LIMITED STOCKI 


| GREAT LOW PRICE 1 


BOSCH 

Athlet Cordless 
Vacuum Cleaner 

BCH625KTGB 

• 60 Minute Running Time 

• 25.2V Lithium-Ion Technology 

• SensorBagless Technology 

• Lightweight 

• EasyClean System 

• 2 Year Guarantee 


SALE £164.99 


GREAT LOW PRICE 


J 


SONY 


£49.99 


Blu-Ray Disc Player 

BDP-S150 

• Full HD1080 

• High Fidelity Surround Sound 

• Dolby TrueHD and DTS-HD 


Blomberq 

Single Oven 

BE09444X 

• Multifunction oven with 
LED programmer 

• 65 Litre Oven Capacity 

• Easy Clean Oleophobic Nano 
Coating 

• Catalytic Liners on Side Walls 

• Conventional and Grill Cooking 

• Fingerprint Free Stainless Steel 

Was £349.99 


SALE £299.99 


| SAVE £50 1 


SONY 

49" 4K Ultra HD with Android TV 

KD49X8305CBU 


<|$LG 

American Style Fridge 
Freezer 

GSL325PZYVD o 


• A+ Energy Rating 

• Non Plumbed Ice & Water 
Dispenser 

• Full Length Doors 

• Touch Button LED Display 

• 508 Litres of Space 

• Shiny Steel Finish 


&LG 


Washing Machine 


• 4K Ultra HD 

• Motionf low XR 800HZ 

• Built in Wi-Fi 

• 4k X-Reality PRO 


FH4U2VDN1 
•9 KG Load 

• 1400 RPM Spin 

• A+++ Rating 

• 5 Year Warranty 

Was £549.99 


SIEMENS 

Dishwasher 


SALE £419.99 


SAVE £150 \ 


£749.99 


| GREAT LOW PRICE 1 




STELLISONS Tel 01227 767576 

I I I * www.stellisonselectrical.co.uk 

Wincheap Industrial Estate, 17 Maynard Road, Canterbury, Kent CT1 3RH 

Opening Hours: Monday - Saturday 9.00am-6.00pm Sunday 10.00am-4.00pm. Closed Christmas Day & Boxing Day 


Ja 
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Blood victim’s fury over 
delayed consultation 



ANGER: Blood contamination scandal victim Steve Dymond, from Broadstairs 


By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 


HEALTH minister Jane Ellison has 
finally launched a long over-due 
12-week consultation into a 
compensation package for those 
caught up in the blood contamina¬ 
tion scandal of the 1970s and 80s 
and pledged an additional £100 
million. 

But it has been blasted as 
“anything but a fair and open 
process” by one of the victims. 

Steve Dymond, 59, from 
Broadstairs, received blood 
products from the NHS in the 
1970s to treat haemophilia - which 
prevents the blood from clotting. 

Like thousands of others with 
the condition, he was treated with 
a product called Factor VIII. 
However, the blood sourced in that 
product had been sourced from 
unchecked donors - including 
prisoners and drug addicts in the 
US. As a result, many haemophili¬ 
acs found themselves infected with 
HIV and, or, hepatitis C. 

More than 2,000 had died 
prematurely as a result. 

But despite an apology from 
David Cameron last year, the fight 


for justice and a realistic compen¬ 
sation package has been slow in 
coming. 

Hopes were raised with Ms 
Ellison’s announcement this week 
that proposals would extend 
annual payments to more people 
and give support to bereaved 
partners. 

But it fails to deliver the sort of 
compensation package campaign¬ 
ers deserve. 

Mr Dymond, who has just 


started chemotherapy for cancer 
caused by hep C’s damage to his 
liver, told KoS this week: 

“A ‘full and open’ consultation 
process proves to be anything but. 

“How can you claim the 
consultation will be open when all 
the financial parameters have 
already been set in tablets of stone? 

“Jane Ellison shows the sleight of 
hand of the old grizzled card 
sharper who has rigged the deck by 
removing all the face cards before 


the game starts. 

“The £100m has been plundered 
from the overstretched health 
budget, spread over five years with 
no guarantee of future funding. 

“Under these new proposals, my 
annual income for a life destroyed 
by the ravages of the contaminated 
blood scandal, will increase by 
£250 to £15,000. A most insulting 
and risible gesture from Jane 
Ellison which conveys her utter 
contempt and lack of compassion.” 


Sinkhole continues to cause 
chaos on the busy A249 


Is TfL en route to take 
over a chunk of Kent’s 
existing rail services? 


PROPOSALS to change rail passen¬ 
ger services in London and parts of 
the south east have been announced 
this week by the Department for 
Transport (DfT). 

And it could open the door to 
Transport for London (TfL) seeking to 
extend its reach outside of its 
traditional boundaries and as far as 
the Kent commuter belt at Sevenoaks. 

A consultation to seek views on 
the proposal was launched by DfT in 
a bid to create more frequent rail 
services, better rail interchanges, 
increased rail capacity, greater 
reliability of rail services and high 
standards of customer service. 

It claims this will be done by the 
transfer of rail services that operate 
mostly, or wholly, within the Greater 
London boundary to TfL when 
current franchises are up for renewal. 

Southeastern’s current franchise 
deal runs until 2018. While it is 
likely to come under pressure, 
changes to the boundaries of TfL’s 
reach will have an impact on which 


ever firm secures the next contract. 

DfT says that the transfer of inner 
suburban rail services to TfL, which is 
accountable to the mayor, would be 
introduced with service improve¬ 
ments for all and no detrimental effect 
on fares or longer distance services. 

Sevenoaks Rail Transport 
Association (SRTA) chairman Tony 
Clayton said: “The SRTA has long 
supported bringing the TfL model 
and integrated ticketing to Seven¬ 
oaks, and our lobbying has helped 
local government recognise that this 
is the best way to go. 

“We will be working with TfL, DfT 
and local government to ensure that 
these proposals are developed and 
implemented. What should make a 
real difference is that TfL’s strategic 
approach is based on growing 
services rather than accepting old 
constraints.” 

A Southeastern spokesman said: 
“The specification and letting of rail 
contracts is a matter for 
government.” 


A DUAL carriageway is set to 
remain closed as Highways 
England await results of survey 
work to reveal the extent of damage. 

Problems on the A249 near 
Sittingboume started with a burst 
water main on January 12, which 
closed the northbound carriage¬ 
way between the A2 and the 
Bobbing junction. 

A spokesperson from Highways 


HEALTH chiefs says too many 
women are missing out on 
potentially life-saving cervical 
cancer checks in the county. 

The NHS says 25 per cent of 
women aged between 25 and 29 
are not attending cervical screen¬ 
ings - despite the illness being most 
prevalent amongst the young 

What’s more 20 per cent of 
women aged 50-65 are also 


England explained:' We are still 
awaiting results from a geotechni¬ 
cal survey to understand the 
damage done to a pipe 15 metres 
below the surface.’ ’ 

Following the survey which 
works by almost x-raying the 
surface, an assessment will be 
made to determine whether the 
road is safe for motorists to travel 
along 


steering clear. 

Improved treatment and the 
NHS’ national screening pro¬ 
gramme has seen the number of 
women dying from the form of 
cancer halve since 1989. 

GP Dr Alison Milroy, said: “This 
test can detect pre-cancer 
abnormalities, which if left untreat¬ 
ed, may develop into cancer. It is 
vital people attend.’ ’ 


Worrying rise in women who 
miss cervical screening tests 
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Waitrose reveals plans for another Kent store 


SUPERMARKET chain Waitrose has announced plans 
for another store in Maidstone. 

It wants to build the store on the Eclipse Park site, 
close to junction seven of the M20, in a move which 
could create up to 200 new jobs. 

The retailer, part of the John Lewis Partnership, has 
committed to retaining its existing Allington Park store. 


A consultation into the plans is set to get under way, 
with local residents receiving leaflets as well as a 
public exhibition to be held next month. 

If it gets the go-ahead, the store will take around 12 
months to build and could open its doors in early 2018. 

The proposed store would be on a 3.7 acre site, near 
to the Next Home store. 


CPRE slams lorry park 
plans as Operation Stack 
consultation set to close 


By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 


THE Kent branch of the Campaign to 
Protect Rural England (CPRE Kent) 
says a giant lorry park is not the so¬ 
lution to the dilemma posed by Op¬ 
eration Stack. 

Instead it says the strain sparked 
by problems at the ports should be 
spread across the country and that 
other ports should be utilised for 
freight transport. 

It comes as the final stages of a 
public consultation by Highways 
England into two possible sites at 
Stanford, just off the M20 junction 
11 near Hythe, is taking place. 

That proposes a giant lorry park to 
absorb the HGVs stuck when the 
ports are blocked or face delays. A 
combination of striking French ferry 
workers and migrants attempt to 
jump of Eurotunnel servies, saw 
crossings delayed and Stack intro¬ 
duced - which sees HGVs ‘stacked’ 
on the M20 motorway - closing 
stretches of the road to other traffic. 



JAM: M20 turns into a lorry park 

Deadline to have your say on those 
plans is midnight tomorrow (Mon¬ 
day). Neither option is assured. 
However, the chancellor George Os¬ 
borne pledged £250m to help ease 
the issue in November 


But CPRE Kent director Hilary 
Newport says a lorry park is a mis¬ 
take. She said: “We do not think that 
a single huge lorry park, which may 
only be called into use for a few days 
- if at all - in any year is the answer. 

“A better solution would offer real 
resilience to the logistics industry 
now and into the future and help not 
just Kent but the whole country cope 
with disruption, strikes or emergen¬ 
cy, such as extreme weather, fire or 
security threats.” 

It wants, instead, a network of dis¬ 
persed, serviced truck stops, which 
can absorb much of the strain when 
Stack is in force. It also wants to hold 
vehicles outside the Channel corri¬ 
dor until called forward by police. 

It also says alternative entry points 
such as Ramsgate, Sheerness and 
Dartford should be use for freight. 

Dr Newport said: “With modern 
technology and sophisticated inter¬ 
national business operations, we are 
sure there is a better solution than 
allowing all the lorries to build up in 
Kent with no other way of reaching 
Europe than the Calais crossings.” 



MONARCH: Tribute to the Queen 


Bronze statue 
of the Queen 
for her 90th 


GRAVESHAM council is commissioning 
a statue of the Queen for her 90th 
birthday this year - the first ever to 
show her seated. 

The statue, which will show the 
monarch dressed in full Order of the 
Garter robes, will be life size and a half 
and made of bronze. It will be mounted 
on a stone plinth and funded entirely 
from private sponsorship. 

World renowned sculptor Douglas 
Jennings has been commissioned to 
create the statue which is proposed to be 
displayed on upper St Andrew’s Gardens 
appropriately facing Queen Street. 

The site will require planning consent 
and is away from the area of the gardens 
which has been designated “village 
green”. 

The project has been developed over 
many months and details of the private 
funding of about £200,000 are still to 
be finalised. 

Council leader John Cubitt said: “It 
will be a fitting tribute to our longest 
reigning monarch on a notable personal 
milestone. 

“Everyone admires the Queen’s 
dedication to carrying out her duties so 
diligently into a seventh decade. Our 
tribute will be dignified and will mark a 
special moment in the nation’s history 
for generations to come.” 


Jail for 18,000 vile 
child abuse images 

A GILLINGHAM man who had close to 18,000 
indecent images of children has been jailed for 16 
months. 

Aaron Langley, 32, was caught out when police 
received information indecent images were being 
uploaded to the internet from his home address. 

Computers and equipment from his former 
home in Imperial Drive were seized last January, 
where he was also arrested on suspicion of being 
in possession of indecent images of children. 

A total of 17,795 photographs and videos were 
discovered. 

Investigating officer Jo-anne Gordon said: “In 
this case Langley accumulated a huge amount of 
indecent images and videos which showed 
children being subjected to horrific abuse. 

1 ‘I hope he spends his time in prison reflecting 
upon the impact the material he was viewing has 
on the victims, who will have to deal with the 
psychological affects of this for the rest of their 
lives.” 


Guilty: Driver dragged 
100m in car horror 

A 30-year-old has been found guilty of causing death 
by dangerous driving after he hit a man with his car 
in Swanley and then dragged him for 100 metres 
along the road. 

Erasmus Ahwoi, from Croydon, had agreed to 
meet up with Thomas Rossiter, 42 in Hart Dyke Road 
onJuly41astyear. 

The pair were both in the car when an argument 
started, Mr Rossiter decided to leave the car, during 
which Ahwoi’s car smashed into him, dragging him 
along the road. 

Ahwoi was arrested six days later, after the car he 
was driving was traced back to a rental company in 
Croydon. 

He was convicted this week at Maidstone Crown 
Court. He’ll be sentenced next month. 

Det Chief Insp Nick Gossett said: ‘ ‘Mr Rossiter 
found himself trapped underneath the car as Ahwoi 
made no attempt to stop the vehicle and fled the 
scene. He suffered a number of horrific injuries which 
ultimately led to his death.’ ’ 


Friends Reunited to 
shut down for good 

FRIENDS Reunited - the one-time internet phenom¬ 
enon co-created by a businessman in Kent - has 
confirmed it is to close for good. 

At one time more than 10 million people were 
registered for a site which many cite as one of the 
internet’s first major social network success stories. 

But its popularity tumbled and user numbers are now 
so low, its original owners, who returned to the company 
after selling it at its peak, confirmed it is to shut. 

Friends Reunited, which was designed to reunite 
people from their school days or former workplaces, 
was created by the husband and wife team of Julie 
and Steve Pankhurst and businessman Jason Porter 
from Tunbridge Wells. 

They drafted in Michael Murphy, who lived in 
Knockholt, near Sevenoaks, in 2003, as its chief 
executive. It was sold in 2006 for £120m to ITV, each 
founder pocketed £30m each. 

According to Mr Pankhurst and Mr Jason Porter, 
the site had become just a ‘ ‘message board’ ’ for the 
few users who remain. 
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Power in a union as MPs team 
up to fight pylon route plans 



By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 


EAST Kent MPs have united in opposition 
against the controversial Richborough Con¬ 
nection electric pylon route. 

The pylons will carry power from Richbor¬ 
ough, near Sandwich, which will be receiv¬ 
ing electricity pumped in from Belgium via 
the Nemo Link, to an electricity sub station 
in Canterbury. 

Earlier this month the National Grid sub¬ 
mitted an application to the planning in¬ 
spectorate - a move which could see the 
scheme given the green light within a year. 

South East Water has already expressed its 
disappointment that the route will run 
across a site earmarked for a major new res¬ 
ervoir at Broad Oak in Canterbury. 

Now MPs whose constituencies will be af¬ 
fected have teamed up. In a joint statement, 
Conservative MPs Julian Brazier for Canter¬ 
bury, Sir Roger Gale for North Thanet and 
Craig Mackinlay for South Thanet, said: 
“This line of proposed pylons would, if al¬ 
lowed to be erected, scar some of east Kent's 
most beautiful landscapes with massive and 
intrusive structures, would effectively pro¬ 
hibit the building of a vital Broad Oak reser¬ 
voir designed to provide the are with its fu¬ 
ture water supply and would culminate in a 


monstrosity towering over the historic Can¬ 
terbury city skyline at a height above Can¬ 
terbury Cathedral. 

“Of course we recognise the need to ‘keep 
the lights on’ but this scheme is neither desir¬ 
able nor necessary. 

“If it is necessary to import power from Ger¬ 
many at considerable loss enroute then there 
is a perfectly viable undersea route from Zee- 
brugge to Kingsnorth that could connect to 
the National Grid with no need for unsightly 
infrastructure whatsoever. 


“We shall, together, be lodging objec¬ 
tions to this proposal and we hope that, 
rather than wasting further money on 
consultation and an inquiry, it will be de¬ 
nied the oxygen of further consideration. 

Steve Self, project manager at National 
Grid, said: “We believe our final proposal 
strikes the right balance between every¬ 
thing we’ve been told, the planning and 
environmental guidelines we have to fol¬ 
low and the engineering needed to build 
the connection.” 


£18m mental health 
hospital proposed 

SOME 150 jobs could be created after a planning 
application was submitted for a multi-million 
pound mental health hospital in Maidstone. 

Private firm Cygnet Health Care wants to build 
the site on the Kent medical campus development 
just off junction seven of the M20. 

The hospital would see investment of around 
£18m and fit in among other health and social 
care facilities on the site. 


Terraced house hid 
cannabis factory 

POLICE have uncovered more than 350 cannabis 
plants being cultivated in a terraced house in 
Canterbury. 

The hydroponic cannabis factory comprising 
142 mature plants and 200 saplings, was discov¬ 
ered after a raid on a property in Wincheap last 
Saturday after reports of suspicious behaviour. 


Labour beats Ukip 

LABOUR has secured a seat from Ukip after a 
by-election at Thanet District Council. 

The Newington ward was left open after Ukip’s 
Vince Munday resigned from the majority party. 

Labour’s Karen Constantine polled 288 votes to 
Ukip candidate Duncan Smith’s 229. Ukip has 26 
seats on the council, the Tories 19. Labour has 
five. 




comfort. Drawers 
and other sizes also 
available. 


www.lenleys.co.uk 

FURNITURE | BEDS 


EXTRA OFFER: FREE MATTRESS PROTECT OR WITH DIVAN SET 


Hypnos Stratus 
150cm pocket sprung 
mattress divan 
with luxury pillow 

rnn finish fnr pytrn 


Roper Road, Canterbury CT2 7EL 01227 766655 

CURTAINS FLOORING ACCESSORIES 


EXTRA OFFER: 150cm FORTHE PRICE OF 135cm 


THEWINTERSALE 


SALE 

NOW ON 


Venus 

Stylish design enhanced by 
the natural splendour 
of oiled American 
oak solids & veneers. 
Contrasting beautifully with 
an ivory painted finish. 

150cm bedstead 

was £5 1 9 SALE £385 

Mattress optional extra 
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Astronaut Piers, 60 , reveals 
he is suffering from cancer 



PIERS Sellers, the Nasa astronaut 
who attended school in Kent before 
making a number of trips into 
space has revealed he has pancre¬ 
atic cancer and been told he has 
only 12 to months left to live. 

The 60-year-old was born in 
Crowborough just over the Kent/ 
East Sussex border and attended 
Cranbrook School. 

Since joining NASA and taking 
US citizenship, he has visited the 
International Space Station on 
three occasions and walked in 
space six times on missions which 
flew between 2002 and 2010. 

He was diagnosed in October. 

Now deputy director of sciences 
and exploration at the NASA 
Goddard Space Flight Center and 
acting director of its Earth sciences 
division in the US, he revealed his 


illness publicly in an article with 
the New York Times on climate 
change. 

He told the BBC: “It did motivate 
me to concentrate my thoughts. 

“I’d been feeling rough for about 


six or nine months, getting 
progressively more ill. 

“The outlook in terms of expected 
longevity was a bit of a shocker. 
They say I have between 12 to 18 
months.” 


English teacher hits out at 
PM’s Muslim comments 


A COMMUNITY language 
provider in Kent has slammed 
the prime minister’s comments 
this week calling for Muslim 
women needing to learn how to 
speak English. 

And she has now called for 
Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn to 
bring him to account. 

Dr Sheila Macdonald, 
company director of Beyond the 
Page, from Ramsgate, said 
singling out Muslim women 
was “discriminatory and 
damaging”. 

She said: “Cameron’s hypoc¬ 
risy in this regard is breathtak¬ 
ing. Under current rules, those 
entering the UK on spousal visas 
are not entitled to enter English 
language classes for three years 
unless they pay exorbitant 
foreign student fees. So how are 
they supposed to learn? 


“That is why we are calling 
on Jeremy Corbyn to support 
the widespread provision of 
high-quality, accessible, 
affordable ESOL (English for 
speakers of other languages) for 
all women and men arriving 
into the UK, and to strongly 
condemn the prime minister’s 
discriminatory, separatist 
rhetoric on this important 
issue.” 

The PM announced earlier 
this week that Muslim women 
who failed to improve their 
English language skills could be 
deported as part of a drive to 
build community integration 
and counter extremism, with a 
£20 million language fund 
being set up to help. 

However, fellow Tory MPs 
said the government should not 
have to foot the bill. 


Cosmonaut contest win 

A UNIVERSITY of Kent physics student has 
won a competition to take part in cosmonaut 
training in Moscow. 

Greg Smith will attend the Yuri Gagarin 
Cosmonaut Training Centre to develop team 
building and communication skills by training 
like the real cosmonauts. 


Unexploded bomb found 

SNARGATE Street in Dover was closed on 
Tuesday after an unexploded wartime 
bomb was discovered near the marina. 

A bomb disposal team was summoned 
and contained the shell before leaving the 
scene two hours later, once the area was 
made safe. 


CCG holds public event 

THE NHS West Kent Clinical Commission¬ 
ing Group (CCG) will hold a public meeting 
of its management group on Tuesday. 

Those attending can pose questions. It 
takes place at the Mercure Hotel in Pembury 
at 1.30pm. Call 01732 375200 if you want to 
pose a question. 


McDonnell in Ramsgate 

SHADOW chancellor John McDonnell 
addressed an audience in Ramsgate on 
Tuesday night, encouraging local people to 
produce their own ideas to revive their own 
areas. 

He addressed a 300-strong meeting of the 
newly formed Momentum Thanet group. 



There s life in your unwanted 
furniture and electricals 


We collect all sorts of items: 

• Sofas, suites, armchairs 
•Tables, chairs, beds 

• TVs, Hi-Fis, washing machines 


We'll collect from your home and find them 
a new life. Your donations will fund our 
pioneering research and help save lives. 

There are some items we can't take for safety or quality reasons 


FIGHT 
FOR EVERY 
HEARTBEAT 

bhf.org.uk 


BOOK A FREE & FAST COLLECTION: 

FREEPHONE YOUR LOCAL STORE 

0808 250 0133 

bhf.org.uk/collection 

© British Heart Foundation, registered charity in England and 
Wales (225971) and in Scotland (SC039426). 


A 

Auction Sale m 

2 nd February 2016 barnard 
y marcus 

Beacon Hill Quarry, Ashford 


22 acre chalk quarry with potential extraction capacity 
and land fill through remediation. 

Additional 33 acres of woodland also available 

0208 741 9990 (ref. lots 63 and 63A) 
www.barnardmarcusauctions.co.uk 
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Top Three Stories 


1.32 months for burglar 

Daniel Howe, 20, threatened his victims 

2. Chinese celebrations 

Year of the Monkey coming to Gravesend 

3. Car crash killer jailed 

George Claudiu Albu received eight years 


The Essential Guide: 


...to Operation Stack 

Everything you need to know as the lorry park 
row rumbles on 






FEATURED PHOTO GALLERY: Tributes were paid to musical icon and former Beckenham 
resident David Bowie, who died last week. 


Missed last week’s...? 

...YOU can read the paper online via our e-Edition at 


www. kentne ws. co.uk 

DON’T worry if you struggle 
to pick up a copy of Kent on 
Sunday, or missed a copy. 

You can access our exten¬ 
sive archive, online, through 
our website kentnews.co.uk. 

You can read the full paper, 
download articles you partic¬ 
ularly enjoy, and take a walk 


back through time with an ar¬ 
chive which stretches back 
years. 

And the best of it all, is that 
it’s all free to access. Plus, 
don’t forget, we provide a full 
news service throughout the 
week, to supplement your 
weekend read. 



Top Three Blogs 



1. Don't fret about exams 


There’s more to life than GCSE results 

2. Straight outta uni 

A young man’s transition to the real world 

3. Lorry lane needed 

Why HGV drivers make us fume 


Results of the KoS 
Online Poll 

What should be England's 
national anthem in sport? 

God Save the Queen -18% 

Jerusalem - 56% 


follow us on Twitter @kosmedia and on Facebook.com/KentonSunday 


Land of Hope and Glory - 24% 
We are the champions - 2% 





Featuring rare products from the Hornby, Scalextric, 
Airfix and Corgi archives. 

Track the history of Hornby's iconic model trains from 
Frank Hornby's early home-made toys 

Don't miss the spectacular model railway 
and Scalextric layouts 


Moving to 
Ramgsate 
harbour Spring/ 
Summer 2016 


- 


www.hornby.com/visitorcentre Tel: 01843 233524 
E-mail: visitorcentre@hornby.com 
WESTWOOD MARGATE KENT CT9 4JX 

On the A254 Ramsgate Road, between 
Westwood Cross Shopping Centre and Margate. 


CORGI 


^Humbrol 


on Sunday" 
and get entry 
for £1 (this 
week only) 

Visitor Centre 
tickets prices 
Adult £5, child 
(ages 5-15) and 
concessions 


Shop open from 
10am - 4 pm 


EE 

RNBY 

Ifw 

BBIES 

i 

Visitor 

I 




Somerset: 4 day 
Coach trip £109 


Enjoy a wonderful break in Somerset for a 
very special price this spring.. 

Full details: We arrive on Friday afternoon at the 
lovely 3 star Wessex hotel to a warm welcome and 
refreshments. We stay for 3 nights and have trips out on 
Saturday and Sunday. Return home on Monday after 
breakfast. 

Wessex Hotel, Street ★★★ 

Located in the centre of the attractive Somerset town of 


• 3-Course dinner each evening 

• Hot and cold buffet breakfast 
each morning 

• Glass of Bubbly with dinner on 
selected evenings 

• Entertainment each evening 

• Trip to Bath on Saturday 

• Trip to Wells - England’s 
smallest city on Sunday 


Street. At one end of the high street with cosy pubs and 
tea rooms on your doorstep. Also within 10 mins walk of 
fantastic shopping at Clarks - the UK’s original outlet 
village. 50 guest rooms with full amenities. Lift. 

Departs: Friday 26th February £109 

Price includes: 3 nights hotel with 3-course dinner and full 
choice breakfast plus all coach travel trips out as shown. 
Single Supp £19 


Call to book or book 
online: 

GBTOURS 

® 0151 652 2222 

www.gbtours.com 

32 years of great-value coach trips. 
ABTOT Bonded 5076 


Our coach departs: 
Maidstone, 

Sittingbourne, Chatham, 
Rochester, Gillingham, 
Gravesend - and then to 
llfracome. No changing 
coaches, no endless 
pick-ups. Same coach, 
same driver throughout 
your holiday - always with 
GBTours. 


• Refreshments/music to dance 
on Sunday afternoon 

• Last night ‘Party Night’ with 
optional fancy dress 
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UV RENAULT 

\ / Passion for life 

January blues? 



Enjoy up to 25% off selected Renault vehicles. 

From 22-31 January. While stocks last. 


The official fuel consumption figures in mpg (1/100km) for the cars shown are: urban 41.5 (6.8)-83.1 (3.4); extra-urban 57.6 (4.9)-91.1 (3.1); combined 50.4 
(5.6)-88.3 (3.2). The official C0 2 emissions are 127-82g/km. EU Directive and Regulation 692/2008 test environment figures. Fuel consumption and C0 2 may 
vary with driving styles, road conditions and other factors. 

Up to 25% off (including VAT) is available to retail customers only on selected new vehicles (limited to specific Clio, Captur, Megane and Scenic models) available from existing stock. This offer cannot be used in conjunction with 
existing offers. Vehicle numbers are strictly limited and are subject to availability. Offer applies to new cars when ordered and registered between 22-31 January 2016. Contact your local dealer for details. 


MOTORLINE MAIDSTONE 

Bircholt Road, Parkwood 
Maidstone ME15 9XY 
Tel 01622 616422 


MOTORLINE CANTERBURY 

Westminster Road 
Canterbury CT1 1YY 
Tel 01227 389706 


MOTORLINE ASHFORD 

Hilton Road 
Ashford TN23 1EW 
Tel 01233 216630 


www.motorline.co.uk/renault 

Book a test-drive 
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It’s back and 
bigger than 


ever: Kent’s 


More than 25,000 FREE tickets are up 
for grabs as the annual tourism event 
celebrates its 10th birthday in style 
with a Willy Wonka-style golden ticket 
giveaway Chris Britcher finds out more 


CHOICE: From castles and cathedrals to wildlife and spills and thrills on 
the race track, there is plenty to choose from with this year’s giveaway. 


R egistration 

has opened for 
one of the most 
eagerly anticipat¬ 
ed ticket givea¬ 
ways of the year as the hugely 
popular Kent Big Weekend 
returns in style to celebrate 
its 10th anniversary. 

The annual event is now 
used to kick-start the coun¬ 
ty’s tourism trade each year 
with thousands of families 
taking advantage to nab 
themselves free tickets to 
some of Kent’s top attraction. 

And to mark its big birth¬ 
day, not only will there be 
more than 25,000 tickets 
available, but also, for the 
first time, 10 special golden 
tickets will be up for grabs of¬ 
fering year-long access to a 
host of attractions the lucky 
recipients. 

The Willy Wonka-style 
special tickets will be hidden 
at 10 venues and given, at 
random, to one person re¬ 
deeming their Big Weekend 
ticket. 

Organised by Visit Kent, 
the county’s tourism champi¬ 
ons, and taking place this 
year over the weekend of 
March 12-13, the event is de¬ 


signed to highlight to the 
county the delights on their 
doorsteps - and hope they 
then spread the message to 
visitng friends and family 
during the rest of the year. 

Visit Kent’s chief executive, 
Sandra Matthews-Marsh, ex¬ 
plained: “Since we launched 
our annual celebration of 
Kent’s tourism industry in 
2007, attractions have donat¬ 
ed more and more tickets 
each year, so we now have a 
record-breaking number of 
activities to share with Kent 
residents in 2016. 

“And as it’s our birthday, 
we also have a few extra 
‘presents’ to give away. 

“Kent Big Weekend is all 
about encouraging residents 
to get out and about to dis¬ 
cover - or rediscover - the 
wonderful things to see and 
do in their home county, and 
to spread the word about just 
how much Kent has to offer.” 

A total of 119 tourist at¬ 
tractions and related busi¬ 
nesses are taking part in this 
year’s event with a maximum 
of two tickets - including 
some family passes - availa¬ 
ble per household. 

All tickets are selected 


through a ballot. To see the 
range of attractions you can 
visit and to register for tick¬ 
ets, visit the website www. 
kentbigweekend.co.uk. As all 
are selected by a ballot, there 
is no rush, but the closing 
date for all entries is February 
14. Those successful will be 
notified shortly afterwards. 

Some of the county’s biggest 
attractions have signed up to 
this year’s event, including 
Port Lympne and Howletts 
wild animal parks, Canter¬ 
bury Cathedral, Hever Castle, 
Leeds Castle, Ashford Design¬ 
er Outlet, Aylesford Pottery, 
The Canterbury Tales, Ouex 
Park, Penshurst Place & Gar¬ 
dens, Rochester Castle, Rom¬ 
ney, Hythe and Dymchurch 
Railway, Dover Castle, Ton- 
bridge Castle, Sittingbourne & 
Kemsley Light Railway, 
Brogdale Collections, Dream¬ 
land Margate, Turner Con¬ 
temporary, the Historic Dock¬ 
yard Chatham, Buckmore 
Park Karting Ltd, Riverhill 
Himalayan Gardens, Lulling- 
stone Roman Villa, several 
National Trust properties and 
Chapel Down, Biddenden and 
Hush Heath vineyards. 

More than 4,000 addition¬ 


al tickets have also been do¬ 
nated by attractions to the 
event’s chosen charity - The 
Family Holiday Association 
- double the amount donat¬ 
ed last year. 

Experiences on offer in¬ 
clude activities and impres¬ 
sive displays for animal lov¬ 
ers, museum tours, brewery 
and vineyard tours and 


tastings, jet skiing or scuba 
diving tasters, rounds of 
golf, greyhound racing, 
cricket match tickets, pot¬ 
tery classes and ceramic 
art, river tours, railway ad¬ 
ventures, and shopping ex¬ 
periences. 

Kent on Sunday is one of 
the media supporters of the 
initiative. 
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Why both grammars and non 
selectives have misfired in 2015 


Full league tables of our state schools 
were issued this week and made for 
interesting reading top and bottom. 
Our education columnist examines them 


By Peter Read 

www.kentadvice.co.uk 


STATE school educated children in 
Kent and Medway both maintain 
their above average performance at 
GCSE and A Level, according to the 
latest figures. 

Nationally, 57.1 per cent of chil¬ 
dren achieved five GCSEs grades A*-C, 
including English and maths, up 
from 56.6 per cent last year. 

However, both have slipped this 
year, Kent from 58.1 per cent down to 
57.3 per cent, whilst Medway has de¬ 
clined from 58.8 per cent to 57.8 per 
cent. 

At A Level, Kent is above national 
average on point score per A Level en¬ 
try, and below on percentage of stu¬ 
dents achieving three A Levels. In 
Medway, measures are generally 
slightly below national averages. 

The government twist on the GCSE 
story, that any school below the gov¬ 
ernment floor target of 40 per cent 
gaining five grades A*-C including 
English and maths, is failing is simply 
not valid in a selective county such as 
Kent. 

This is because on average 25 chil¬ 
dren out of every 100, all of whom 
should have reached the floor target, 
are taken away from our non-selec- 
tive schools. 

Simple arithmetic shows that re¬ 
moving these brings the floor target 
for non-selective schools down to 20 
per cent and by that measure, all but 
four in Kent are succeeding. My big¬ 
ger concern is that too many selective 
schools are under achieving. 

For me, the outstanding Kent high¬ 
lights are: 

■ High Weald Academy in Cran- 
brook, at 59 per cent, up from 31 per 
cent in 2014, seventh best non-selec¬ 
tive in Kent, still suffering from un¬ 
fair lack of popularity with parents, 
dating back to its pre academy status 
as an Ofsted failed school; 

■ Bennett Memorial in Tunbridge 
Wells, at 72 per cent still regularly 
the highest performing non-selective 
school in Kent; 

■ Folkestone School for Girls, one 
of just two grammar schools with 
100 per cent, with Chatham Gram¬ 
mar School for Boys, on 99 per cent, 
best performing Medway grammar, 
but in special measures just two years 
previously; 

■ Dover Grammar School for Girls; 
the highest performing school in Kent 
at A Level, by point score per student 
comes above all the prestigious and 
super-selective grammar schools. 

My rule of thumb is that all gram¬ 
mar schools should average at least 
98 per cent for five GCSEs at A*-C, 


with an occasional dip as low as 96 
per cent, allowing for issues with in¬ 
dividual children such as illness. 

At the top come Dartford Grammar 
and Folkestone School for Girls with 
100 per cent, followed by another ten 
with 99 per cent: Chatham Grammar 
School for Boys, Cranbrook, Dartford 
Girls, Invicta, Judd, Rochester, Skin¬ 
ners, Tonbridge, Tunbridge Wells 
Girls, and Weald of Kent. 

Shockingly, eight grammar schools 
have achieved less than 95 per cent: 
Borden Grammar (consistently), Bar¬ 
ton Court (one off), Sir Joseph Wil¬ 
liamson’s (one off) all on 94 per cent; 
Dane Court Grammar (second con¬ 
secutive year), Dover Grammar 
School for Boys (not above 94 per cent 
for at least the past five years), Sir 
Roger Manwood’s (for the past three 
years) 92 per cent; Oakwood Park 
Grammar 91 per cent (one off); and 
Chatham Girls 88 per cent (another 
one off). 

For non-selectives, as usual, the Kent 
table is dominated by three faith 
schools: Bennett Memorial Diocesan 
72 per cent, (although on a steady de¬ 
cline over the past four years from 86 
per cent; St Simon Stock Catholic, 66 
per cent; and St Gregory’s Catholic, also 
down from an average in the 70s over 
the previous four years, at 64 per cent. 

Next are a much improved Hayes- 
brook School, together with Hillview 
Girls at 61 per cent; followed by West- 
lands on 60 per cent, High Weald 59 
per cent and Valley Park on 58 per 
cent. 

Wrotham School is on 57 per cent, 
two schools with good improvement 
being Dartford Science and Technol¬ 
ogy College, also 57 per cent and 
Skinners Kent Academy on 56 per 
cent. 

In Medway, Thomas Aveling im¬ 
proving year on year is top with 59 
per cent, with Hundred of Hoo on 54 
per cent. 

Non selective schools have received 
a double whammy as government no 
longer counts students who have im¬ 
proved their grades by repeating sub¬ 
jects (an important incentive for stu¬ 
dents for whom success may not come 
naturally) and no longer counts some 
practical and creative subjects (often 
taken by students with aptitudes 
here) forcing a focus on academic 
subjects only. 

Sadly, this will act as a disincentive 
for too many young people whose ap¬ 
titudes lie outside formal study. 

The struggling schools nearly all 
show a sharp decline over the past 
few years: Marlowe Academy, 6 per 
cent (now closed); St George’s CofE 
Foundation, Thanet, one of the most 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14 


Kent Schools Table 1 


Rank* School 


1 S. The Folkestone School for G iris 

2 Dartford Grammar School 

3 The Skinners' School Tunbridge Wells 

4 The Judd School Tonbridge 

5 i Weald of Kent Grammar School Tonbridge 

6 Tunbridge Wells Girls' Gr ammar School 

7 Cranbrook School Cranbrook 

8 Dartford Grammar School for Girls 

9 • Invicta Grammar School Maidstone 

10 Tonbridge Grammar School 

11 Highworth Grammar School Ashford 

12 Wilmington Grammar School for Girls Dartford 

13 i Simon Langton Grammar School for Boys 
, Canterbury 

14 Highsted Grammar School Sittingbourne 

15 i Maidstone Grammar School for Girls 

16 Tunbridge Wells Grammar School for Boys 

17 Mayfield Grammar School, Gravesend 

18 Chatham & Clarendon Grammar School Ramsgate 
J9 | Wilmington Grammar School for Boys Dartford 

20 Maidstone Grammar School 

21 Queen Elizabeth’s Grammar School Faversham 

22 The Norton Knatchbull School Ashford 

23 I Gravesend Grammar School 

24 Simon Langton Girls' Grammar School Canterbury 

25 Dover Grammar School for Girls 

26 The Harvey Grammar School Folkestone 

27 Barton Court Grammar School Canterbury 

28 Borden Grammar School Sittingbourne 

29 i Sir Roger Manwood’s School Sandwich 

30 Dane Court Grammar School Broadstairs 

31 | Dover Grammar School for Boys 

32 Oakwood Park Grammar School Maidstone 

33 Bennett Memorial Diocesan School 
Tunbridge Wells 

34 Sackville School Tonbridge 

35 Canterbury Steiner School 

36 St Simon Stock Catholic School Maidstone 

37 5 St Gregory's Catholic School Tunbridge Wells 

38 Hillview School for Girls Tonbridge 

39 ’ The Hayesbrook School Tonbridge 

40 Westlands School Sittingbourne 

41 j Cobham Hall Gravesend 

42 Valley Park School Maidstone 

43 High Weald Academy Cranbrook 

44 Bethany School Cranbrook 

45 Gad’s Hill School Rochester 

46 Dartford Science & Technology College 

47 j Wrotham School Sevenoaks 

48 Skinners' Kent Academy Tunbridge Wells 

49 [ St John’s Catholic Comprehensive Gravesend 

50 The Ebbsfleet Academy Swanscombe 

51 St Anselm's Catholic School Canterbury 

52 Thamesview School Gravesend 

53 Longfield Academy Longfield 

54 St Edmund’s School Canterbury 

55 j Mascalls School Tonbridge 

56 Fulston Manor School Sittingbourne 

57 | Orchards Academy Swanley 

58 Saint George’s CoE School Gravesend 

59 Duke of York’s Royal Military School Dover 

60 Knole Academy Sevenoaks 

61 : Focus School - Linton Park Campus Maidstone 

62 Homewood School and Sixth 
Form Centre Tenterden 

63 | Northfleet School for Girls Gravesend 

64 The Archbishop's School Canterbury 

65 I Northfleet Technology College Gravesend 

66 The Abbey School Faversham 

67 i The Maplesden Noakes School Maidstone 

68 Wilmington Academy, Wilmington 

69 King Ethelbert School Birchington 


No. of pupils 
eligible for GCSE 
and equivalent 
qualifications 

proportion 
securing 
five or more 
A*-C grades 

total 
average 
points 
per pupil 

% achieving 
the English 
Baccalaureate 

146 

100% 

595.1 

65% 

151 

100% 

553.2 

98% 

123 

99% 

i 583.3 

88% 

129 

99% 

568.0 

87% 

66 

99% 

566.0 

83% 

147 

99% 

554.7 

93% 

147 

99% 

553.7 

78% 

165 

99% 

547.8 

74% 

174 

99% 

520.1 

64% 

146 




99% 

355.7 

0% 

182 

98% 

567.9 

88% 

122 

98% 

530.1 

87% 

127 

98% 

j 484.1 i 

80% 

126 

98% 

473.9 

83% 

177 

97% 

607.1 

90% 

181 

97% 

485.8 

67% 




146 

97% 

; 447.9 i 

51% 

161 

96% 

470.9 

55% 

122 

96% 

468.0 

40% 

176 

96% 

433.4 

0% 

120 

95% 

560.8 

69% 

148 

95% 

515.7 

67% 

154 

95% 

504.2 

64% 

153 

95% 

484.4 

76% 

114 

95% 

1 483.1 

80% 

137 

95% 

465.0 

42% 

126 

94% 

509.9 

78% 

107 

94% 

491.0 

65% 





129 

93% 

531.5 

72% 



174 

93% 

494.9 

72% 

118 

93% 

453.0 

31% 

152 

91% 

539.1 

58% 



232 

72% 

457,7 

43% 

24 

71% 

401.5 

21% 

19 

68% 

f 299.9 j 

26% 

164 

66% 

42 1.8 

30% 

182 

64% 

! 412.4 

i 19% 

190 

61% 

385.6 

23% 

156 

: 6i% 

; 345.2 ; 

12% 

287 

60% 

344.2 

16% 

15 

60% 

j 258.3 j 

0% 

210 

59% 

376.3 

20% 

116 

59% 

^19^ \ 

5% 

79 

58% 

322.5 

10% 

51 

57% 

361.8 

27% 

134 

57% 

334.2 

27% 

134 

57% 

j 333.9 | 

7% 

63 

56% 

349.1 

13% 

172 

55% 

, 305.9 

2% 

135 

54% 

316.5 

4% 

175 

53% 

i 379.1 i 

22% 

137 

53% 

326.7 

20% 

170 

52% 

362.2 

7% 

79 

52% 

314.2 

23% 




244 

51% 

\ 363.6 | 

! 17% 

186 

51% 

356.8 

12% 

80 

51% 

350.5 

6% 

168 

51% 

335.1 

23% 

90 

51% 

306.3 

9% 

213 

50% 

353.2 

7% 

16 

i 50% 

; 338.4 ; 

31% 

355 

50% 

314.9 

12% 

153 

49% 

r 321.8 r 

20% 

140 

48% 

335.3 

26% 

140 

48% 

IW303T2 ! 

7% 

153 

46% 

357.1 

13% 

175 

46% 

: 323.9 

19% 

138 

46% 

300.1 

13% 

141 

45% 

‘ 345.5 

9% 


* within its local authority 
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Established 1981 



Over 58,000 customers! 


Limited 



Introducing the... 

Supa Diamond ■ 

A rated, ANY size, ANY number 
of openers, White UPVC 

DOUBLE GLAZED 

4 WINDOWS 

£1 ,51 2 Inc VAT 

5 WINDOWS 

£1,890 i£3 AT 
WINDOWS ■ 

7 


...Kent’s 


Our Sale Now On! 

leading double glazing manufacturer 


20°/o 

OFF All 

Conservatories . 
V & Orangeries / 


.OO 

inc VAT 


inc VA' 

7 WINDOWS 

£2,6 6r«k 

TRIPLE GLAZED 

4 WINDOWS 

Cl .891 


Convert your 
conservatory into 
a usable all year 
round sun-porch with 

the SupaLite tiled 


WINDOWS 

Cl ,891 

WINDOWS 

£2,364 

WINDOWS 


f An extra 

£100 off 

on production 
V of this advert* _ 


.OO 

inc VAT 


WINDOWS 


.OO 

inc VAT 


All inclusive of fitting, survey, guarantee & includes 
Pilkington Energikare saving glass. Did you know triple glazing 
only saves an extra 0.5% on average which is about £3 per year. 

The choice is yours! 


Celebrating over 34 years of 

beautiful windows...Guaranteed 
presentative available 
upon request subject to status 


I = P 

J „ 


Pilkington Optiwhite™ (outer pane) 
Argon gas filling with warm edge spacer 
Pilkington K Glass™ OW (inner pane) 

A Rated Windows 


Don’t just 
glaze it, 


All of our installers are CRB checked. 


Hurry! 

Offers end 

9th 

Febmary 




Knight Road, Strood (opposite Morrisons) 

01634294696 


fn*19!rRf!nl2fSBTn I _J ■ -1-IU-J. W f'Y'Y Profile: BS7950 BS7413 

miMilllliUn 11 ■uicU v i Door Lock: BS3621 

Open 6 days a week t 

Monday-Saturday 9am-5pm Factory awarded British Safety Council Safety Award: Every Year Since 1984 


2 Roman Square, Sittingbourne 
13 Lowfield Street, Dartford 

20 Hight Street, Rochester (next to the Victoria & Bull Hotel) 


01795 422 877 Head office and factories at Deacon Trading Centre, Knight Road, Strood. 

01634 826 238 f www.supaglazing.eom !ls 


1 per order. Terms and conditions apply. Licenced credit brokers, written details available on request. E&OE. ss 
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Mercedes-Benz 


Service Care for your 
Sprinter, Vito & Citan 



Less Uncertainty, Cost and Hassle. 
More Flexibility, Service and Care. 


We know it’s important for you to be able to plan 
financially - and that unexpected servicing costs are 
something you’d rather do without. 

It’s a genuinely affordable option, with prices 
starting at just £19.20 inc VAT a month 
for three services. 

What’s included: 


Routine service labour costs 

■ 

Routine service parts 

■ 

Routine service lubricants 

■ 

Transferable to new owner when vehicle sold (if Plan paid for upfront) 

■ 

Emergency road side assistance 

A 

Recovery to nearest Mercedes-Benz authorised repairer 

A 

Fast track preferential authorisation and processing 

■ 

Monthly paid contract 

■ 

Prepaid contract 

■ 

Provision of replacement vehicle 

A 

Available on any vehicle age 

■ 


■ Standard cover 

A Available free, for the first three years from registration date. 

For any vehicles registered after 1 Oct 2012, cover is available for up to 30 years 
under MobiloVan UK and associated terms and conditions. 

Call us today and ask for Andy Clack 
or find out more by visiting our website... 

www.sparshatts.co.uk 
0844 396 1122 

Ashford Dartford Sittingbourne Tonbridge 
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oversubscribed schools in the county, 12 per 
cent; Pent Valley Technology College, almost 
certainly closing this summer, 15 per cent; 
Spires Academy 17 per cent all fall below my 
adjusted floor target. Other schools below 25 
per cent are: Ellington and Hereson now re¬ 
named Royal Harbour Academy at 23 per 
cent; followed by The North and Oasis Isle of 
Sheppey Academy. 

Ashford’s The North, placed in special meas¬ 
ures two years ago when at 42 per cent, has 
sadly declined ever since to 24 per cent under 
new management, whilst Sheppey has actual¬ 
ly improved over the previous year when it was 
second worst in the county at 19 per cent. Rob¬ 
ert Napier on 26 per cent is the lowest perform¬ 
ing Medway school. 

One of the problems with comparing A Level 
scores and pass rates is that they are so de¬ 
pendent on the entrance level to the school, as 
too many schools keep raising this in terms of 
GCSE grades to be achieved, in order to recruit 
the students most likely to get good grades. 

This reduces opportunity and is true both of 
many non-selective schools as well as gram¬ 
mars, so that students capable of achieving A 


Level passes albeit at lower grades are deprived 
of the opportunity. The traditional alternative 
route via further education colleges has now 
been closed completely by some colleges, in¬ 
cluding MidKent and North West Kent. 

With this constraint in mind, the best per¬ 
forming schools measured by A Level points 
per student are: Dover Grammar School for 
Girls; Invicta; Highsted; Judd; and Mayfield, 
with Rochester Grammar some way behind 
top in Medway. 

For the non-selectives, some high scoring 
schools may have benefitted by a small number 
of entries, but others have almost caught the 
lowest grammar schools, Dover Grammar 
Boys, 741 points per student entry, and Graves¬ 
end Grammar 748.8 tied with Duke of York’s 
Royal Military School. Next comes Rainham 
school for Girls with 742.6 Bennett Memorial 
with 731.6, followed by Mascalls; John Wallis 
CofE; Knole Academy; Westlands; and 
Hillview Girls. 

■ Peter Read, pictured below, is an 
independent education advisor and 
former headteacher in Gravesend. 
You can read more on his website at 
www.kentadvice.co.uk and in 
regular columns in KoS. 



ANALYSIS: Peter Read 
casts his expert eye 
over the league tables 
for Kent on Sunday. 


Mixed fortunes for our 
schools forever skewed 
by the selective system 


By Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 


KENT County Council has praised the perform¬ 
ance of non-selective schools in the county, 
and welcomed changes to the league tables 
next year. 

When results are released in 2017, a new 
way of measuring GCSE performance, called 
Progress 8, will be introduced, to determine 
how well students have done in a range of core 
GCSEs in relation to where they were when 
they started secondary school. 

That should finally give non-grammars in 
the county the chance to show the progress 
they are making with their in-take; a figure so 
absent in the current league tables. 

With Kent’s selective system, our non-selec¬ 
tives will always be at a disadvantage to 
comprehensives elsewhere in the country. 

Roger Gough, cabinet member for education 
and health reform at KCC, told KoS: “It’s very 
encouraging to see an overall trend of Kent 

East 


schools performing above the national 
average. 

“We came down a little bit on last year but 
the performance of Kent students in the 
aggregate score was pretty strong. 

“You’re always going to have some doing 
well and some hitting problems, and I think 
some were a little wrong-footed by big changes 
in 2014 and they seem to have bounced back 
extremely well.” 

That was when many equivalent examina¬ 
tions which were once counted as more than 
one GCSE could no longer be counted towards 
the league tables - a move which left many 
schools, in particular those who had a more 
vocational focus, tumbling down the table. 

Adds Cllr Gough: “Grammar schools will 
always come in with high grades, and you 
would expect nothing less given they take - 
broadly speaking - the academically stronger 
students, but there are many non-selectives 
that also performed fantastically. 

“From the students’ point of view, they 
calculate success with what qualifications they 
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leave with, however, to really 
understand how a school is doing 
you have to take into account 
progress. 

“You want to see that 40 per cent 
benchmark achieved, and a lot of 
high schools do, but an absolute 
measure would be to look at its 
progress - if it is falling through the 
floor in that regard then it’s a 
concern.” 

The Bennett Memorial in 
Tunbridge Wells has consistently 
been one of the strongest performing 
non-selectives in the county, and 
again recorded impressive results 
with 72 per cent of students 
securing five GCSEs between A*-C 
grades including English and maths, 
much to the delight of executive 
headteacher Ian Bauckham. 

He said: “GCSEs are getting 
tougher all the time, and expecta¬ 
tions are rising. 

“It is fantastic that Bennett’s 
students once again perform at the 
very highest level in this context. 

“These exceptional achievements 
are secured by strong focus on hard 
work, traditional subjects, very good 
teaching that enables all students to 
master the important content of the 
subject, regardless of ability or 
starting point, and teachers with 
very high expectations of students’ 
ability to achieve. 

“Nothing but the best is good 
enough. 

“However, we are, as a school, also 
committed to developing the whole 
person, character and personal 
resilience, and we do this through a 
vast range of activities and opportu¬ 
nities outside the formal curriculum. 

“Music is a huge part of every 
Bennett student’s life, as are sport, 


drama, debating, public speaking, 
and charity work. 

“All of this is underpinned by our 
church ethos and together makes a 
fully rounded and well educated 
young person.” 

Another high-performing 
non-selective was the High Weald 
Academy in Cranbrook. Formerly 
Angley, it has seen its results 
continue to rise in recent years. 

Principal, Carrie Beech said: “We 
are really pleased to get our highest 
set of results to date. 

“The tables put us in the top ten in 
the country amongst similar schools 
which is a fantastic achievement. 

“That’s a reflection of the hard 
work of our teachers and students. 

“We know the benchmark is 
raised year on year so it’s a constant 
challenge to get the highest grades. 

“Last year we had a student get 
five A* grades and five As which any 
grammar school would be proud of.” 

Failure to reach a 40 per cent pass 
rate for the five GCSEs at A*-C grade 
and including English to maths, is 
beneath the government’s bench¬ 
mark and can spark intervention. 

Bottom of the pile in the table is 
the Marlowe Academy in Ramsgate. 
It hit just six per cent. Coupled with 
an understandable major drop off in 
demand, the academy - one of the 
first of the original breed - was 
forced to admit defeat last year. It 
was taken over by neighbouring 
Ellington and Hereson School. 

Renamed the Royal Harbour 
Academy last September, it is now, 
hopefully, on the road to recovery, 
with students being taught across 
both campuses. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16 


Kent Schools - Part 2 

Rank* School 

No. of pupils 
eligible for GCSE 
and equivalent 
qualifications 

proportion 
securing 
five or more 
A*-C grades 

total 
average 
points 
per pupil 

% achieving 
the English 
Baccalaureate 

70 

Sandwich Technology School Sandwich 

243 

44% 

364.2 

6% 

71 

St Edmund’s Catholic School Dover 

119 

44% 

357.2 

7% 

72 

Chaucer Technology School Canterbury 

131 

44% 

351.4 

20% 

73 

Ursuline College, Westgate-on-Sea 

119 

44% 

340.0 

4% 

74 

The Leigh Academy Dartford 

231 

43% 

404.8 

12% 

75 

Brockhill Park Performing Arts College Hy the 

213 

43% 

393.9 

5% 

76 

Dover College, Dover 

24 

42% 

294.0 

13% 

77 

Meopham School Gravesend 

116 

41% 

350.4 

11% 

78 

Dover Christ Church Academy 

98 

41% 

292.2 

0% 

79 

The John Wallis CoE Academy, Ashford 

133 

41% 

291.8 

10% 

80 

Folkestone Academy 

233 

41% 

284.2 

3% 

81 

Sittingbourne Community College 

207 

40% 

310.5 

12% 

82 

Hugh Christie Technology College, Tonbridge 

200 

40% 

302.4 

8% 

83 

Castle Community College Deal 

224 

38% 

311.5 

1% 

84 

Cornwallis Academy Maidstone 

248 

38% 

297.3 

12% 

85 

Herne Bay High School 

260 

37% 

337.8 

12% 

86 

Hartsdown Academy Margate 

148 

36% 

283.4 

2% 

87 

The Canterbury Academy 

190 

36% 

242.8 

2% 

88 

The Marsh Academy New Romney 

133 

35% i 

W350.4 

6% 

89 

Hadlow Rural Community School 

17 

35% 

296.1 

12% 

90 

St Augustine Academy, Maidstone 

98 

34% 

275.2 

9% 

91 

New Line Learning Academy Maidstone 

101 

33% 

257.2 

9% 

92 

Towers School and Sixth Form Centre Ashford 

231 

32% 

305.8 

9% 

93 

Holmesdale Technology College Snodland 

164 

30% 

357.6 

2% 

94 

The Mailing School West Mailing 

88 

30% 

■ 298.3 

2% 

95 

The Charles Dickens School Broadstairs 

227 

30% 

273.3 

9% 

96 

Aylesford School - Sports College 

179 

30% 

245.9 

0% 

97 

Astor College, Dover 

170 

29% 

264.5 

0% 

98 

[ The Community College, Whitstable 

109 

28% 

284.6 

10% 

99 

Sutton Valence School, Maidstone 

70 

26% 

358.1 

24% 

100 

Swadelands School Maidstone 

121 

26% ; 

299.9 

12% 

101 

Oasis Academy Hextable 

96 

26% 

256.5 

0% 

102 

Oasis Academy Isle of Sheppey Minster-on-Sea 

320 

25% 

248.0 

3% 

103 

The North School Ashford 

205 

24% 

297.8 

2% 

104 

: The Ellington and Hereson School Ramsgate 

114 

23% ! 

287.2 

3% 

105 

Spires Academy Canterbury 

107 

17% 

220.4 

0% 

106 ' 
107 

Pent Valley Technology College Folkestone 

St George's CoE Foundation School 

170 

15% i 

164.3 

1% 


Broadstairs 

205 

12% 

333.4 

2% 

108 ■ 

The Marlowe Academy Ramsgate 

122 

6% 

* 

173.4 1% 

within its local authority 



Nasons 


at home 


Royal Oak 

Circular fixed top table 
and 4 Spotty chairs: 

Usual price £1245 

Sale price £799 
SAVE £446 

A complete range of dining and 
lounge solid oiled oak furniture. 


Nasons Furniture & Bed Centre. 
Maynard Road, Wincheap, Canterbury CT1 3RQ 

01227 463550 • www.nasons.co.uk l 'f 
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Headteacher Simon Pullen 
insisted the change has been 
positive, students have responded 
well, and that the academy has a 
bright future. 

He said: “We have issues with the 
league tables because they only print 
results of the first attempt. 

“It suggests the students should 
only take the exams once which is 
illogical and, of course, not the case. 

“Very often our students perform a 
lot better at the second attempt, 
because as any of them will tell you, 
mock exams simply aren’t the same. 

“You wouldn’t dream of telling a 
young person they could only have 
one attempt at passing their driving 
test and that if they didn’t pass that 
would be it, and I think the same 
should apply to education. 

“There are a lot of other factors, 
too, including the fact the grade 
boundaries shifted and we thought 
there was some erratic marking in 
some papers, but generally we’re 
making real progress, particularly in 
maths and English. 

“The merge has gone well but we 
have been quite used to transforma¬ 
tion of this kind over the years. 

“One of the fears of parents 
perhaps was that there would be 
warring tribes between the schools 
but that hasn’t been the case at all. 

“Adapting to change is hard work 
for everybody, but being a teacher 
and working in a school is hard work 
full stop and we’re going to continue 
to work hard to improve year-on- 
year.” 

Pent Valley in Folkestone also 
suffered poor scores with just 15 per 
cent. Again, with a resulting fall in 


demand for places, a consultation 
is currently under way which is 
likely to result in the school closing 
by the end of the current academic 
year. Like the Chaucer in 
Canterbury before it, the site will 
likely be mothballed and re-opened 
under a different name when the 
increase in primary school students 
starts to spill into the secondary 
sector. 

The Community College Whitsta- 
ble was also feeling the winds of 
change blow through it this week. 

After posting a 28 per cent pass 
rate, it now looks likely to be 
consumed by the Swale Academies 
Trust. It already runs the Westlands 
primary and secondary schools in 
Milton Regis and the Sittingbourne 
Community College, as well as other 
schools in Ashford, Maidstone and 
Istead Rise. 

Head teacher Helena Sullivan- 
Tighe was suspended from her post 
in November following a disappoint¬ 
ing Ofsted report which rated it as 
‘requires improvement’. 

Like the management of the big 
Premier League football teams, 
increasingly teachers in the top jobs 
need to deliver results that don’t 
leave them languishing down the 
bottom of the table, if they want to 
keep their jobs. 

Unsurprisingly, the county’s 
grammar schools dominated the top 
30 positions in the league table - and 
a similar pattern was apparent in 
Medway. 

With the provisional scores 
released at the end of last year, this 
week’s result were of little surprise to 
many. The repercussions of some 
performances, however, will 
continue to be felt for many months. 



Medway Schools 


Rank* 

School 

No. of pupils 

proportion 

total 

% achieving 



eligible for GCSE 

securing 

average 

the English 



and equivalent 

five or more 

points 

Baccalaureate 



qualifications 

A*-C grades 

per pupil 


1 

-- IS-— ] 

The Rochester Grammar School 168 

99% 

576.0 

91% 

2 

Chatham] Grammar School for Boys 

106 

99% 

516.6 

57% 

3 

Rainham Mark Grammar School Gillingham 

178 

97% 

591.1 

66% 

4 

Fort Pitt Grammar School Chatham 

117 

96% 

503.2 

53% 

5 

Sir Joseph Williamson’s Mathematical School 






Rochester 

177 

94% 

546.2 

79% 

6 

Chatham Grammar School for Girls 

129 

88% 

534.1 

57% 

7 

The Thomas Aveling School Rochester 

174 

59% 

401.3 

10% 

8 

The Hundred of Hoo Academy Rochester 

237 

54% : 

314.7 

24% 

9 

The Howard School Gillingham 

243 

52% 

376.5 

19% 

10 

Greenacre School Chatham 

147 

50% 

339.9 

4% 

11 

Rainham School for Girls Gillingham 

267 

49% 

408.8 

17% 

12 | 

Walderslade Girls' School Chatham 

154 

42% 

356.2 

3% 

13 

Strood Academy 

| Brompton Academy Gillingham 

226 

41% 

313.2 

0% 

14 

186 

39% 

324.5 

7% 

15 

The Victory Academy Chatham 

St John Fisher Catholic Comprehensive 

172 

38% 

275.1 

4% 

16 

167 

34% 

293.9 

7% 

School Chatham 

17 

The Robert Napier School, Gillingham 

236 

26% 

275.1 

0% 


*within its local authority 



QUALITY FENCING SERVING EAST KENT 

FREE SURVEYS • SUPPLY & INSTALLATION • SUPPLY ONLY 


limn ihiii 

_ GLEBI FENCING 

CALI 01622 220054j 

HI ltd 

IIB FENCING CONTRACTORS J 

9 @GLEBEFENCINGLTD ft GLEBEFENCING 
108 HOCKERS LANE, DETLING ME14 3JJ 


Opening Times: Monday - Friday 7am - 4.30pm and Saturday 7am - 3pm 

CUCK & RESERVE FENCING ON-UNE 

www.giebefencing.co.uk 
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DAY OUT 

THOMAS 

MAKE THEIR DAY 

, A ' 7 


OUT 


WITH 
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i * Join Thomas & Friends™ * 
at a Heritage Railway near you. 
Experience a ride on a real 
steam train and take part in 
Thomas-themed activities. 

I I Kent & East Sussex Railway 
■ ft Tenterden, Kent TN30 6HE I 


Out With Thomas ™ Thomas the Tank Engine & Friends ™ Based on The Railway Series by The Reverend W. Awdry. £ 
s) Limited. Thomas the Tank Engine & Friends, Thomas & Friends and Day Out With Thomas are trademarks of Gullane 
© 2016 HIT Entertainment Limited. 

Kent & East Sussex Railway 

TENTERDEN TOWN STATION 
Telephone 01580 765155 • kesr.org.uk 
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... the UK is your Oyster!^ 



6 Day Coach Holiday" 

Jersey is a beautiful, relaxing 
island with its own style, 
atmosphere and warm climate. 
Steeped in history with stunning unspoilt 
scenery and a wealth of attractions... 


Coach departs: Sun 9th Oct £349 


Look What's Lhcu/obo... 


Day 1: We drive to the sunny south coast and stay overnight 
in Bournemouth - convenient for the ferry from Poole 
tomorrow morning. 

Day 2: After breakfast we make the short drive along the 
coast to Poole and board the Condor Ferry to Jersey. Here 
you part company with the GBTours' coach as coaches from 
the mainland aren't allowed on the Island. The Crossing is 
by modern Catamaran and takes 4 hours. Once we arrive at 
Jersey Port our group will be met by Waverley Coaches of 
Jersey who will transfer us to our hotel in St. Clement. 
Settle-into your ensuite room and look forward to dinner 
later. 

Day 3: After breakfast, we've arranged a lovely day out for 
you by coach from the hotel. Waverley coaches will collect 
our party at 10am and take you on a 'round the Island' tour 
and return to our hotel around 1:30pm. 

Days 4 & 5: Are left so you can spend your time on Jersey as 
you wish. 

Day 6: A last hearty breakfast - it's time to go home. 
Waverley coaches will transfer you to the Condor Ferry 
terminal. When you arrive back in Poole the GBTours coach 
will be waiting to take you home. 

Hotel Ambassaduer, St Clements Bay ★ ★ ★ 

Facing south and catching the sun from dawn till dusk, 
this good-quality sea-facing hotel, just a mile from 
St Helier, overlooks the fine sweep of St Clements Bay 
with its clean sandy beach. 




Cosy Break 

in Somerset 


★ ★★ 



i5:Day-Goach-Holiday 


Welcome tea/coffee Entertainment 
Glass of Bubbly with dinner 
Afternoon tea dance 2 trips out. 


Price includes: 4 nights hotel, dinner, 
bed & breakfast & trips out. S.S. £25 


Look What's (a/clvdbd,,. 


Day 1: You'll arrive at the hotel late afternoon to a warm 
welcome and refreshments with time to settle-in and 
freshen-up before dinner this evening. 

Day 2: A trip to regency Bath. You may well have been before, 
but surely worth a return visit while we are in the area. You'll 
have plenty of time to see the famous landmarks such as the 
Royal Crescent and Roman Baths or just wander the elegant 
shopping lanes. 

Day 3: Today we have a trip to Wells - England's smallest city 
with its magnificent medieval Cathedral. Do have a look at 
'Vicars Close', near the Cathedral - dating from the early 15th 
century it's said to be the best preserved medieval street in 
Europe. Wells Museum, housed in a Tudor building is also well 
worth a visit. Later today we take you to 'Clarks' shopping 
village just a few minutes from Street itself. 

Day 4: Today is left free so you can explore Street and you 
might like to visit Clarks shopping Village 
, This afternoon at the hotel there's complimentary refreshments 
and music to dance to. You can take to the floor or just 
observe and enjoy your tea! Dinner tonight includes a glass of 
bubbly and then later as it's our last night, it's 'Party' night' 
with lively entertainment and optional fancy dress. Go on - we 
dare you! 

Day 5: A last, hearty 'Wessex' breakfast before heading home. 

The Wessex Hotel, Street ★★★ 

Right in the village centre - at one end of the high Street with 
1 shops, cosy pubs and tea rooms on your doorstep. Clarks Village 
retail outlet is just s short walk from this hotel - has many famous 
brand names at discounted prices.Hotel has 50 guest rooms with 
I full facilities. Lift. Regular evening entertainment. ! ■ » - [ 


in Paignton 






Welcome tea/coffee Entertainment 
Glass of Bubbly with dinner 
Afternoon refreshments 2 trips out. 


Price includes: 3 nights hotel, dinner, 
bed & breakfast & trips out. S.S. £19 


Coach departs: Friday 26th February £99 


Look What's Lhcluoto.., 


Day 1: Arrive at your hotel late afternoon to be greeted with 
a warm welcome and refreshments from your hosts. Settle-in, 
relax-a-while and freshen up before joining everyone for a 
Sherry reception followed by a candle-lit dinner and later 
there's a spot of Bingo, entertainment and dancing. 

Day 2: A leisurely full English breakfast (or something lighter) 
and then we're off to the market town of Totnes on the River 
Dart - Totnes is full of character and there's a market in the 
civic Square most Saturday's. Later we'll go on to Buckfast 
Abbey - a 1,000 year old monastery, home to Benedictine 
Monks offers a fascinating history, delightful gardens, good 
food and a unique produce shop. Later this afternoon the 
hotel lays on refreshments with a fun quiz for those who'd 
like to join in. Tonight, dinner is followed by Bingo and live 
entertainment. 

Day 3: After breakfast you'll enjoy a trip to Exeter City - 
famous for its Cathedral and attractive Riverside area. You can 
explore here for a couple of hours before we make our way 
back to our hotel for afternoon refreshments and Bingo. After 
dinner this evening - there's a special party night with 
optional fancy dress - (go on, we dare you!). 

Day 4: A last, hearty breakfast, we travel home. 

Torbay Court Hotel, Paignton 

3 minutes walk to Seafront and 5 mins level walk to pretty shopping 
Centre & steam railway and within easy reach of Paignton zoo. Hotel 
I is adjacent to a very pleasant public garden. 56 guest rooms with 
ensuite bath or shower room. TV, Tea/Coffee tray, hairdryer. Regular 
evening entertainment in lounge with Large Dance Floor and b ar._ 


Coach departs: Monday 28th March £189 


Ilfracombe 

Beautiful North Devon 



4 Day Coach Holiday 

The jewel in the north Devon 

coastline with its stunning 
harbour and old world charm. 

Along the Quay the restaurants, cafes, 
tea gardens and pubs give it a vibrant 
' continental' feel... 


Price includes: 4 nights hotel, dinner, 
bed & breakfast & trips out. S.S. £25 


Coach departs: Fri 8th April £169 
Fri 23rd September £179 & Fri 7th October £179 


Look What's La/cwobo.,. 


Day 1: A leisurely drive down to Devon - arriving at the 
hotel late afternoon with time to settle-in before dinner. 

Day 2: After breakfast we have a trip to the pretty village 
of Appledore and then on to the market town of 
Barnstaple, where there's time to browse the historic 
Pannier Market for Devon specialties. 

Day 3: Full day out - into Exmoor National Park stopping at 
the twin villages of Lynton and Lynmouth. Lynton is a 
bright airy Victorian village located on the headland 
overlooking the Ocean while Lynmouth is a pretty harbour 
that nestles quietly beneath the cliffs. A unique water 
operated cliff railway dating back to 1890 joins the village 
of Lynton to it sister village of Lynmouth, 500ft below. The 
railway is a listed monument and is one of the area's most 
popular tourist attractions. A return ticket is included so 
you can visit both pretty places and enjoy a fabulous view 
in-between. On the way back to our hotel we'll stop at 
while in the lively village of Woolacombe. 

Day 4: Travel home, with a suitable comfort/meal stop on 
the way back. 

Palm Court Hotel, Ilfracombe The hotel is centrally 
located on level ground and within easy reach of the resort’s entertainment, 
shops, beaches and harbour. Immediately behind the Palm Court is the 
entrance to the famous Tunnel Beaches, where sheltered bathing is 

available. Each bedroom is bright and comfortable with en-suite __ 

and has tea/coffee facilities. A lift services all rooms. Lwmh! 


Isle of Wight, 

★ ★★ 



5 Day Coach.Holiday 

Have a wonderful time at one 
of the best hotels in Sandown. 

Fine food, regular entertainment 
and a great atmosphere... 


Look What's La/cludbo... 


Day 1: Join our coach this morning as 
we head to Southampton for our ferry 
^ to East Cowes. From here we make the 

C short drive to the Ocean Hotel in 

Sandown. There's time to settle-in 
before dinner this evening. 

Day 2: Trip to the Victorian town of 
Ventor, then on to the famous 'Needles' 
at Alum Bay ending the day in Godshill 
including a cream tea at the Old Smithy. 
Day 3: Trip to the Newport and then 
onto Ryde, in the afternoon we visit England's largest 
wine vineyard with plenty of samples! 

Day 4: There's so much to see and do in Sandown 
so we've left today free so you can explore at your 
own pace. 

Day 5: A last hearty breakfast before we set off for home. 


Me 


The Ocean Hotel, Sandown, Isle of Wight ★ ★ ★ 

Family run since 1958 and well respected within the 
town. Ideal location situated between the High Street 
and the Esplanade overlooking the Bay. 96 bedrooms 
with full facilities. Lift. 


Paignton 




ft]D.ayi@&£6h Holiday 

A delightful break on the 
‘English Riviera ' - visiting 
the picture-postcard towns of 
Brixham, Looe and Polperro... 


Coach departs: Thurs 14th July £319, Fri 30th July £319 
& Wednesday 3rd August £319 


Look What's La/cwobd,,, 


Day 1 : You'll arrive at your hotel late afternoon with time to 
settle-in and freshen-up before dinner this evening. 

Day 2: A full day out today as we head west - leaving Devon 
behind as we cross the River Tamar into Cornwall and visit two 
beautiful coastal villages. Polperro - an enchanting jumble of 
cottages, each one unmistakably the work of a Cornish 
fisherman. Wending your way through the traffic-free streets 
to the small harbour, you're treading the paths where barrows 
of fish were once carted and, under cover of night, brandy 
casks and tobacco bales were carried into their hideouts. Make 
no mistake, this peaceful fishing cove, mellow Polperro, was 
once a thriving centre for the area's smuggling activity. Looe is 
situated on both sides of the River Looe. In medieval times 
East Looe and West Looe were separate towns. 

Day 3: After breakfast - a morning trip along the coast to the 
picturesque fishing port of Brixham. Watch the fishing boats 
come and go with the day's catch and explore the variety of 
unique shops all located around the harbourside and the 
town centre. We return to Paignton early afternoon so you 
have the chance to spend some time in your resort. 

Day 4: We leave for home after a last, hearty breakfast to see 
us on our way. 

Torbay Court Hotel, Paignton 

3 minutes walk to Seafront and 5 mins level walk to pretty shopping 
Centre & steam railway and within easy reach of Paignton zoo. Hotel 
is adjacent to a very pleasant public garden. 56 guest rooms with 
ensuite bath or shower room. TV, Tea/Coffee tray, hairdryer. Regular 
evening entertainment in lounge with Large Dance Floor and bar. 


coach departs: Fri 13th May £157, Fri 17th June £157, 
Fri 16th September £169 & Fri 28th October £129 


Ton All Bookings: 

0151 652 2222 

or go online: www.gbtours.com 


coach pick-ups: Gravesend, Rochester, Chatham, Gillingham, Sittingbourne, 
Maidstone, Margate, Broadstairs, Ramsgate, Canterbury, Ashford, Dover, 
Folkestone & Royal Tunbridge Wells. 

Please note: Not all Pickup points are relevent to every holiday - Ask for details or see website. 


GB TOURS 


kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


Week ending January 24, 2016 17 








































Harley Street • Folkestone • Peterborough 


ITIDICI 

Implant Centre 


Show the world your 
beautiful new smile in 



Get a Free Consultation 


Tel: 01303 802 109 


For years, Anne tried to hide her teeth. 
Self-conscious and in constant pain, she 
had lost the energy that people loved most 
about her. Even worse, Anne’s dentist said 
she didn’t have bone for implants. 

That’s when she found “Smile in a Day,” the 
revolutionary dental implant technique that 
gave her a fresh start. She’s now pain free 
and loves her smile more than ever! 


“Smile in a Day” is a scientifically proven 
alternative to dentures that gives you a full set 
of beautiful fixed teeth. Yes, you can feel the joy 
of a beautiful smile in JUST ONE DAY without 
months of painful treatment or false teeth. 


JUST ONE DAY 


Isn’t it time you feel the confidence 
that comes with a secure new smile? 


BEFORE 


AFTER 



See photos and 


ITIDIC 


SUCCESS STORIES 


on our website! 



smileinaday.co.uk 
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TRAGEDY : The graves of thousands of fallen soldiers line the fields of France - so many of which were cut down during the war of attrition 100 years ago this year. 

Regiments’ sacrifice at the most 
brutal of all Great War battles 


An historian will deliver a talk next month focusing on two Kent regiments and their role at the Battle 
of the Somme during the First World War. Chris Murphy speaks to him about the French bloodbath 


HIS summer will mark the 
100th anniversary of one 
of the bloodiest battles in 
history. 

Waged near the Somme 
River in France from July 1 to Novem¬ 
ber 1, 1916, it remains not only a de¬ 
fining moment in global warfare, but 
epitomises the colossal loss of life dur¬ 
ing the First World War. 

It is estimated that by the end of the 
Battle of the Somme some 1.25 mil¬ 
lion men been killed or injured. 

The British, it is estimated, suffered 
57,000 casualties on the first day 
alone. 

It was intended to be so different. 

Under the guidance of Field Mar¬ 
shall Douglas Haig, who was com¬ 
mander during the battle, Allied ar¬ 
tillery had fired more than a million 
shells at German lines in the week 
prior to a planned advance on a 15 
mile German front. 

The plan was simple. Bomb them 
into submission, then send troops slow¬ 
ly over ground to claim the territory. 

But the Germans had been ready for 
the bombardment and the trenches 
well protected. What’s more many of 
the British shells had failed to detonate. 

And when men were sent ‘over the 
top’ to advance on the enemy, they 
were torn down by machine gun fire 
in their thousands. 

Dr Martin Watts is the principal re¬ 
search fellow at the centre for re¬ 
search in Kent history and archaeol¬ 


ogy at Canterbury Christ Church 
University. 

Next month he will deliver a major 
talk on the battle with a special focus 
on two Kent regiments who took part 
in the bloodbath. 

He told us: “The German trenches 
were for defence and were considered 
to be permanent positions, so were 
well protected. 

“The British positions were offen¬ 
sive, so were at best seen only as tem¬ 
porary positions and were not built as 
well. That meant artillery assaults 
from the German positions were very 
effective. 

“Many of our soldiers were not well 
trained or experienced. Once the men 
were ordered to go over the top they 
were told to walk towards the enemy 
lines to maintain cohesion, but that 
just meant the German machine 
guns were able to cut them down so 
much easily. 

“I just can’t imagine what this 
could have been like for the British 
soldier. I read some diaries, and many 
speak of being sent over the parapet 
and within seconds, their platoon is 
gone. They retreat, form up again and 
do it all once more the next day. 

“This was a battle of attrition. It 
was almost like the last man standing 
would be the winner. When you at¬ 
tack, it is accepted you need a ratio of 
three men against one, and that 
wasn’t always the case during the 
Somme. 


“And so the British and Imperial 
army casualties were shocking.” 

Little wonder that Haig has since 
acquired the nick name of Butcher of 
the Somme for his tactics. 

In order to examine more closely the 
horror of the battle, Dr Watts will de¬ 
liver Somme 1916 - Innocence Lost on 
February 4 at an event hosted by the 
Friends of the Canterbury Festival. 

During the Talk Dr Watts’ will ad¬ 
dress the implications of the Battle of 
the Somme on the conduct of the First 
World War and on British society as a 
whole, making reference to two Kent¬ 
ish regiments: the East Kent Regiment, 
known as the Buffs and the Queen’s 
Own Royal West Kent Regiment. 

He said there are no completely ac¬ 
curate details on losses, but he said: 
“The 6th Battalion of the East Kent 
Regiment on June 30, the day before 
the battle commenced, had 39 offic¬ 
ers and 1,050 men. 

“By July 6, they had 11 officers and 
260 men left. 

“And those in the West Kent Regi¬ 
ment also suffered heavy losses. They 
fought during the whole of the First 
World War.” 

In fact, during the war, some 
60,000 served with three being 
awarded the highest military honour 
for bravery - the Victoria Cross. But 
6,866 lost their lives, with many 
thousands more wounded. 

Dr Watts’ research centres on the 
military, political and social effects of 


conflict and he uses primary source 
material from official and personal 
archives to examine and explain the 
effects on those involved. 

He said: “People have this image 
that we had generals sitting in cha¬ 
teaus marching men to their deaths, 
but it is not quite as simple as that. 

“Despite the horror of this battle, 
the people at home were slowly get¬ 
ting used to huge casualty lists which 
were so much larger than those in 
wars like the Boer. 

“At the Somme the men were 
trained but not to a very high stand¬ 
ard. And it is terrifying to think they 
were being made to walk across no 
man’s land. 

“The British artillery bombard¬ 
ment failed to achieve its objectives, 
so these walking men were simply 
mown down by the machine guns. 
Thousands and thousands were lost. 
The numbers are just numbing.” 

He said Field Marshal Douglas 
Haig and his colleague General Hen¬ 
ry Seymour Rawlinson, had a funda¬ 
mental disagreement over the battle 
“which had very unfortunate conse¬ 
quences”. 

Aware swiftly of the huge loss of life 
being delivered, Rawlinson refused to 
change his tactics. 

Dr Watts said: “Lessons were 
learned for later on during the war, 
but my goodness me, what a price the 
men had to pay for those lessons. 

“The important thing was to win 


the war. If attrition was the only 
means left to fight, then so be it. Tech¬ 
nology in 1916 was such that this 
was the only option. Attrition is sub¬ 
ject to heavy casualties. 

“It is expensive in human lives - it 
was truly horrific. The one man left 
standing at the end is the victor. 

“But technology and tactics change 
and by 1918 Britain had the world’s 
finest army and the only one able to 
beat the Germans, but it came at a 
terrible price. In the end, the German 
army lost during what was called the 
100 day advance. 

“During this period, the losses were 
higher than during the Somme, but it 
seems to me that because a victory 
was being won, it was more 
acceptable.” 

As for Haig’s legacy? 

Dr Watts said: “People either re¬ 
gard him as a butcher or hero, but he 
was a very capable military man. He 
was certainly buried a hero.” 

Dr Watts, who served in the mer¬ 
chant navy in war zones, added: 
“Wars today will never compare to 
those seen in the Great War, although 
we are now living in the nuclear age.” 
■ His talk is at 4.30pm on February 4 
at St Peter’s Methodist Church in 
Canterbury at 4.30pm. Tickets cost 
£12.50 each. 

To purchase, contact Tina at the 
Canterbury Festival Office on 01227 
452853 or email her at tina@canter- 
buryfestival.co.uk. 
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After the rain and the 
ice, potholes are next 

Every year our roads find themselves scarred by the annual 
problem of water creating holes which can damage our cars 


By Chris Murphy 

editoriaL@kosmedia.co.uk 


I F EVER there is a weather con¬ 
dition most likely to create pot¬ 
hole hell then torrential rain 
seeping into the surface, then a 
cold spell to freeze the water 
and crack the road surface, is just it. 

Little wonder then, that motorists 
and the authorities are holding their 
breath to see just how much damage 
has been caused to our roads. 

Not that this is new to anyone. The 
reality is that each and every year the 
weather conditions will conspire to 
leave our highways pockmarked and 
that sinking feeling when our tyres 
thump into them. 

Nor has it been a problem ignored 
by local or national government. In 
2014, the government, through roads 
agency Highways England, handed 
out a colossal £6billion to tackle pot¬ 
holes and improve roads between 
2015 and 2021. 

What’s more, Kent has proved one 
of the better authorities at tackling 
the problems along the 5,437 miles of 


road it has responsibility for. 

It said in order to prepare for this 
winter, road crews have carried out 
more than £2m of ‘permanent patch¬ 
ing’ work during a summer long ‘Find 
and Fix’ pothole blitz, which was in 
addition to regular maintenance 
work to fix potholes. 

KCC said where possible, this in¬ 
vestment is subsequently protected by 
laying a surface treatment of asphalt 
and chippings on roads to extend 
their life and prevent deterioration 
during winter weather. In 2015, more 
than 125 miles of road have been ei¬ 
ther protected or entirely resurfaced. 

The government, in 2014, high¬ 
lighted Kent as one of the country’s 
top-performing pothole repairers 
when it was made an award from the 
pothole fund, which gave the greatest 
sums to “model” authorities. 

Matthew Balfour is KCC cabinet 
member for environment and trans¬ 
port. He told KoS: “We have made ad¬ 
ditional investment in addressing 
road repairs over the past few years 
with our Find and Fix programmes. 
Last summer’s successful ‘Find and 
Fix’ campaign has enabled us to re¬ 


pair a substantial amount of road 
damage and potholes. 

“We have also invested in improv¬ 
ing the way faults are reported. By 
moving this online and streamlining 
the way the information is passed to 
stewards and road crews, we have 
dramatically improved response time. 
While seven or eight years ago when 
we had a very bad winter the average 
repairs times were six weeks, the av¬ 
erage repair time for potholes that 
were not part of the Find and Fix pro¬ 
gramme was around 14 days - half 
our target time of 28 days.” 

To get an idea of the national scale 
of the problem, Highways England 
said between 2010 and 2015, the na¬ 
tional road repair bill topped £4bn for 
motorways and trunk roads. 

The agency looks after and main¬ 
tains the motorways around the UK 
and some key trunk roads. The rest it 
provides funding for local authorities 
to manage. 

In 2014, Kent was given a pothole 
funding allocation of close to £6.3m - 
and Medway a further £440,847. 

A spokesman for Highways Eng¬ 
land said: “As part of our five year 



FAMILIAR? Just that most potholes don’t come complete with a sign giving 


plan we’re investing around £2bn in 
maintenance in the south east, which 
will include resurfacing 80 per cent of 
our roads. 

“Maintenance is a routine part of 
what we do so we don’t have dedicat¬ 
ed teams to be able to provide 
numbers. 

“Our teams will be out carrying 


out a wide range of duties including 
emergency surface repairs, litter 
picking and incident response. 

“In terms of winter preparedness, 
we are prepared for winter with 111 
gritters in the south east working 
from 25 depots to cover 150,000 mo¬ 
torway miles with 70,000 tonnes of 
salt.” 




FOOTBALL 
IOR A FIVER 

SATURDAY. FEBRUARY Z7™, 2016 • KICK-OFF 3PM 


CHARLTON v READING 


BOOK NOW BY CALLING03330144444* 
OR VISIT WWW.CAFCjCO.UK 
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HIT A HOLE AND WANT TO 
CLAIM? HERE’S HOW... 



DON’T think the county authority will just cough up 
some cash as soon as you get in touch. 

KCC says it will investigate “all claims” but just 10 
per cent are successful. The national average is 23 
per cent. 

It said: “Any compensation is paid out from public 
money so we will always justify the claim. There is no 
automatic right to compensation.” And it warns that if 
you use legal help, it is not always a given that you will 
get these fees refunded. If repairs exceed £500 the 
council may well want to inspect the damage itself. 

The authority added: “Because of the legal de¬ 
fence available the majority of compensation claims 
are unsuccessful.” 

Despite the odds being against you, this is what 
you do. 

Phone 03000 41 81 81 to request a claim form, fill it 
out and submit for processing. KCC will then investi¬ 
gate the claim and you may be required to attend a 
site meeting with an official. 

The council said: “We aim to let you know the de¬ 
cision within 90 days of receiving your form. You will 
receive a letter by post explaining the decision.” 

If it happened on a road looked after by Highways 
England, phone the 24-hour hotline 0300 123 5000 or 
email info@highwaysengland.co.uk. 

Tell them what the damage is, why you think High¬ 
ways England is responsible, plus where and when it 
happened. Complete a damage report form and pro¬ 
vide copies of estimates or invoices for repairs, a 
current MOT, and photos of the damage. It will let 
you know within 90 days. 


KCC promises to repair most prob¬ 
lems within 28 days, but admits some 
will “take us longer depending on 
how much work is needed”. 

But it adds that dangerous faults 
will be done in just two hours. Safety 
hazards are a week. 

In 2013 to 2014, more than 2,300 
motorists put in claims - the third 


highest county in the UK during that 
time and was up 92 per cent on the 
year before. 

The holes can be incredibly danger¬ 
ous. A keen competition cyclist was 
recently killed when she apparently 
hit a water-filled pothole and was 
tossed off her bike into the path of an 
oncoming car in Warwickshire. 


HOW ARE POTHOLES FORMED? 


WHEN water enters the ground ei- itself, when it freezes it expands, so- pounding from cars and traffic, the 
ther below the asphalt used to lidifies as ice, and creates cracks. asphalt surface starts to give way 

make our roads or into the material When subjected to the regular and holes are created. 



CLl££JdALL 


Piano Concerto 


PERFORMED 


AS 


ORIGINALLY 


IttCOtLDLD 


CLASSICS 


Sat 13th February 7,30pm 

Box Office : 0844 871 301 5 

ATG TIC KET 5. CO M/FOLK ESTONE 


Tickets from £22.50 


Mni^.hackiobacharftch com The L&as. Folk^slona CT2tS 2DZ 
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Maine Moments From Tin Burr harach Soncbonk 


Celebrating The Music Of Burt Bacharch 


ROYAL 

PH II .HARMONIC 
ORC HE SI KA 


SOX OFFICE 0844 871 3015 or ATGTICKETS.COM/FOLKESTONE 


10 piece canu • 3 Westend v-ocaust • unuw pirtorhamce 


Alfle Wlifll The World Nwil* Ndw ■ Close Tn You Thr Look OfLovc 
Anyone Who I lad A 11 curl What's Now Pussycat? Wishm' fti Hopin' 
Always Something There To Beni hid I Sav A l.Sttlr Prayer 
Twenty Four I h>un From Tubcii Walk Or By 
Et jiiidnip.H Keep Falling tin My 11 rail 
Sc Many Mure 


Saturday 6 February 201b, 730pm 

Leas Cliff HaN, Folkestone 


Conductor; Grzegorz Nowak 

Piano; Jvana Gavric 


Join the world-famous Boyal Philharmonic Orchestra for am 
evening of outstanding classical music by Mendelssohn, 
Sibelius, Giheg and Beethoven. 


Back 

to 

















Sandys all set to lock 
horns with Farage 

Her decision not to contest South Thanet allowed the Ukip 
leader to run - but ex-MP Laura Sandys is now set for a fight 


By Luke May 

Luke.may@archant.co.uk 


W HEN Laura Sandys 
announced she was 
stepping down after 
just one term as MP 
for South Thanet, 
she can hardly have imagined that in 
doing so, it would provide the most 
fascinating of perhaps all political 
battlegrounds in last May’s general 
election. 

Because her absence on the ballot 
paper for the Conservatives meant the 
electorate were forced to re-examine 
just who they were going to vote for - 
and when Ukip leader Nigel Farage 
added his name to the list, it propelled 
Europe to the very top of the agenda. 

But while Ukip struggles with an 
internal battle - should it take a step 
towards the centre in a bid to appeal 
to a wider audience and thus become 
a party with more chance of longevi¬ 
ty or remain firmly on the right and 
banging an anti-European drum - 
Mrs Sandys has not stepped out of the 
political arena completely. 


Her need to focus more time on her 
family has not exhausted the 51-year- 
old’s ambitions and today she is the chair¬ 
man of the pro-EU campaign group The 
European Movement UK - keeping up 
something of a family tradition. 

Which means while she may have 
missed clashing head-on with Mr 
Farage in his unsuccessful bid to win 
her vacant seat (Tory replacement 
Craig Mackinlay emerged trium¬ 
phant) the chances are she will in the 
lead up to the long-promised referen¬ 
dum. The latest theory on which, 
suggests a date later this year. 

Set up in the 1940s, and with rep¬ 
resentatives in each European na¬ 
tion, the European Movement strives 
to promote further integration of 
states within the European Union. 

Mrs Sandys’ father, Duncan 
Sandys, was a founder of the move¬ 
ment in 1948, and it was a vocal cam¬ 
paigner for the ‘yes’ campaign during 
the European Communities’ mem¬ 
bership referendum in 1975. 

During that vote, more than 1/mil¬ 
lion people supported the country’s 
role in Europe, compared with 8mil- 
lion ‘no’ votes. It seems likely this 


year’s referendum could be a more 
close run thing. 

Mrs Sandys explained to us this 
week: “I welcome the fact Nigel Farage 
is part of the debate, but I very much 
hope that after the referendum it is not 
his side of the campaign that wins. 

“Eurosceptics often claim we have 
no influence in Europe, or claim that 
the day we leave we’ll be able to make 
some great deals on the open market. 

“People’s employability rights are 
secured by Europe, if we were to come 
out companies might see American 
workers only having two weeks holi¬ 
day a year and feel that’s a change to 
be made in order to compete in a glo¬ 
bal market. 

“I’m not saying everything will un¬ 
ravel but it will be a threat to people’s 
quality of life if we were to compete in 
just such an open market.” 

She added: “We’re among the top 
member countries in the EU. 

“Staying in means we have some 
influence over our neighbourhood, 
we can help control what’s going on 
in Romania, or in Italy. 

“Before we were just a single state, 
but now we have some control and in¬ 



fluence. Being there also helps secure 
things such as employability rights.” 

Mrs Sandys, whose father was son- 
in-law to Winston Churchill, has 
since left her Ramsgate home and no 
longer lives in the county. 

But she insists staying in is vital to 
Kent’s future. 

“I’m certainly not an apologist for 
Europe,” she says, “they do make de¬ 
cisions that aren’t necessarily good, 
but this is a real wake up call. 

“Leaving would have an impact on 
small to medium enterprises, where big 
companies might be able to move, small¬ 


er companies simply can’t do that. 

“Fishermen in Ramsgate sell 90 
per cent of their fish to Boulogne fish¬ 
eries, that could be impacted if we be¬ 
come a separate state. 

“Discovery Park sells itself on being 
based between London and the rest of 
Europe, if the UK is no longer part of 
the EU, some businesses may not find 
that location as important. 

“I’m not saying all these things 
would stop, but businesses could find 
them less strategically important if 
we were to separate.” 

As part of the debate, she will be ap- 


Some days the freezer is 
far enough to go for 
something tasty to eat. 




Chicken & Vegetable 
Casserole £2.95 


If the uieather isn’t looking too good, or you don’t fancy a trip to the 
shops, ujouldn’t it be great to haue a deiicious meal mithin reach that 
can be ready in minutes? 

Wiltshire Farm Foods offers ouer 300 ready meals, each made using 
tasty ingredients that are perfectly cooked then quick-frozen to lock 
the goodness in. Special dietary needs like gluten-free or louu calorie? 
It’s all auailable no-contract, no-commitment and uuith free deliuery. 
Just order uuhat you ruant, uuhen you uiant. 

Call us for your FREE brochure 

01227 774 999 

UJiitshirefarmfOOdS.com Wiltshire Farm Foods 
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EUROPE, IN OR OUT? YOU WILL DECIDE... 



DEBATE: Former Tory 
MP Laura Sandys, right, 
will be one of the vocal 
campaigners calling for 
Britain to remain in the 
European Union when a 
referendum takes place 
- thought to be later this 
year. 


pearing at the Discovery Park for a with the run-up to the referendum, 
discussion on the Europe issue over Laura Sandys may no longer be an 
the coming weeks. MP, but her desire to campaign to win 

It is unlikely to be the last such dis- one last big vote has clearly not been 
cussion she finds herself involved in diminished. 



AFTER the debacle of the polling 
companies’ predictions for the 
outcome of last year’s general 
election (they universally reported 
we were heading towards a hung 
parliament), trying to second 
guess the outcome of the Euro¬ 
pean referendum is proving tricky 

Depending on where you source 
your information, either there’s a 
lead for the out campaign or the 
stay brigade. 

But, more importantly, so much 
hangs on the outcome of David 
Cameron’s current negotiations 
with European leaders to try and 
re-position the UK within the EU. 

Should he succeed, then the 
balance of support to stay in as a 
renegotiated partner is likely to put 
the stay campaign at an advantage. 

And while notoriously difficult to 
pre-judge the outcome of the 
meeting on February 18 of the 
European Council when the PM 
will discover if he has proved 
successful, this week there were 
some promising signs. 

Dutch prime minister Mark 
Rutte, whose country currently 
holds the rotating presidency of 
the 28-nation bloc, said he is “fairly 
optimistic” a deal with Britain will 
emerge in February, but that he is 
“not absolutely sure”. 

Addressing a panel at the World 
Economic Forum at the Swiss ski 
resort of Davos, Mr Rutte voiced 
his strong support for Britain’s 
continued membership of the EU 
as the country is outward-looking 



TALKS: Will David Cameron’s 
talks to alter terms of Britain’s EU 
membership sway the result? 


and trade-oriented. 

Mr Cameron is seeking a 
series of reforms on things such 
as benefits, powers for national 
parliaments and movement of 
people. 

The prime minister has voiced 
his hope that a successful 
renegotiation will lead to the 
British people backing Britain’s 
future in the EU in the referendum. 

French prime minister Manuel 
Vails said it would be a “tragedy” 


if Britain left the EU - the so-called 
Brexit. 

There has also been an interest¬ 
ing twist in the ‘out’ campaign. 

This time last year, it seemed 
inevitable that Ukip leader Nigel 
Farage would be the very public 
face of calling to leave the EU. 

Yet his ability to divide opinion 
has seen him so far take something 
of a back seat, while members of 
the Tory cabinet jockey into 
position as to who can conjure up 
the most compelling argument why 
Britain would be better off out of it. 

All those who voted Ukip last 
May - given the party’s profound 
anti-European stance - can be 
expected to back a Brexit... but 
with supporters of the union across 
all the other pain political parties, it 
will become a fascinating contest. 

Yet the main problem cited by 
many is a lack of clear, unbiased, 
information on the benefits and 
negatives of our membership. 
What’s more, Europe is a complex 
issue; ranging from the perceived 
bureaucratic issues of the EU’s 
inner workings to law-making, 
border control, economic power in 
a union, and restrictions on 
working practices. Everywhere 
you look there are both positives 
and negatives. 

And expect, after February, for 
the propaganda war to really take 
off. 

The referendum seems likely to 
be held in either June or July of this 
year. 




‘Off list price for orders placed by midnight 31/01/2016. Cannot I 
interest will be payable. An option fee of £70 is payable APR 0% 
installation of the goods. Total Charge for credit = £995.40, total 


be used in conjunction with any other offer past or present. #lf you repay the loan amount before 12 months after installation of the goods then n 
Example: Cash Price £2500 less deposit £100 = a loan amount of £2400. Repayable by 60 monthly payments of £56.59 commencing 12 months; 
I Amount Repayable £3495.40, interest rate is 10.4% per annum variable Representative APR 10.9% variable. Minimum finance order value £1100. 






TAKE ADVANTAGE OF BRITELITE'S AMAZING A 

JANUARY 

SALE 


> 


55 % 

OFF 






VS / 

y 


A+20 
TRIPLE 


GLAZING 




PAY MARCH 
2017 


review 


| centre 

speaking from experience 

★★★★★ 


We are very proud of our 4.7 out of 5 
rating on reviewcentre.com for our 
outstanding product, value and service 


With only £100 deposit on all uPVC 
window and door installations 


Fitted as standard 


Call 0800 

Visit our website for a online quote 

www. IvuSTi windowsxo.uk 
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January SALE 


8mm 

Single 

Sliding Door 
1200mm 

Price £295 



_ £ _ _ _ * 




Atmos Sigma 
Thermostatic 
Shower & 
Riser Rail 

Price £75 


J 


5mm Quadrant 
Enclosure & 
Tray 

800mm or 
900mm 

Price £195 


Calypso Furniture 

35% off 

Fitted Bathroom Furniture 



Ailsa Kitchen Sink 
Mixer Tap 

Price £19.50 



Mx Complete 
Enclosure inc 
760mm Pivot 
Door side panel 
& Tray 

Price £249 


TRUST THE TEAM AT ALLBITS TO OFFER EXPERT ADVICE 
FOR ALL YOUR BATHROOM AND PLUMBING NEEOS 


MANY OTHER FANTASTIC OFFERS AVAILABLE - visit our massive, 

showroom or visit our website 


Unit 60, John Wilson Industrial Estate, Unit 10, Cinque Ports Road, Mountfield 
Kent, Whitstable CT5 3QT Industrial Estate, New Romney 

01227 281648 TN28 8LH 01797 363623 


Hear us on 
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AWARENE 


Cato, 




AWARENESS: Local star Dame 
Kelly Holmes with Roger Maddam, 
father of Jack, and CRY ambassador 
Andy Scott, left. Junior Dian above. 


Club tackles heart defect threat 


After losing two of their young players to undiagnosed heart conditions, non-league side Tonbridge 
Angels are being pro-active in ensuring there are no further tragedies. Tom Pyman finds out more 


A FTER witnessing 
the death of two 
of their players in 
just seven years, 
Tonbridge Angels 
Football Club launched a heart 
screening service earlier this 
month to help combat cardiac 
issues among young people. 

A stand at the club’s ground 
is named in honour of former 
player, Jack Maddams, who 
died back in 2008, before 
24-year-old triallist Junior 
Dian collapsed and died on the 
pitch during a pre-season 
friendly last summer. 

Every week in the UK, 12 
apparently fit and healthy 
young people, aged 35 and 
under, die from undiagnosed 
cardiac conditions. 

A frightening 80 per cent of 
these deaths occur with no 
prior symptoms, although 
when they do present them¬ 
selves, they tend to include 
chest pains, passing out, pal¬ 
pitations, breathlessness and 
dizziness, and the only way to 
identify people who are 
asymptomatic and at risk is 
through cardiac testing using 
an ECG (an electrocardiogram 
which checks electrical activi¬ 
ty in your heart). 

Angels chairman, Steve 
Churcher, said: “We were try¬ 
ing to turn Junior’s death into 
something positive as part of 
the grieving process which is 
still going on. 

“This has happened to us 
twice in seven years and we 

kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


don’t want to see it again so 
that’s why we launched the 
service and why we’re contin¬ 
uing to raise money. 

“But this is no longer about 
Tonbridge Angels, it’s about 
getting the word out there and 
getting as many people 
screened as possible. 

“It’d be great to really get 
the ball rolling in Kent and 
then pass the baton on and see 
it become a nationwide trend. 

“Jack went to bed a happy, 
sprightly 17-year-old and 
didn’t wake up, then you 
watch it unfold before your 
eyes and it’s extremely trau¬ 
matic and hammers home the 
message an awful lot harder. 

“It’s something that should 
be made available, particularly 
if it has the ability to save some¬ 
body’s life - at the weekend I 
know at least three people that 
were referred to a consultant. 

“That’s not to say they have 
life-threatening defects, but 
it’s important that any poten¬ 
tial problems have been 
highlighted.” 

Although screening will 
not identify all young people 
at risk, in Italy, where screen¬ 
ing is mandatory for all young 
people engaged in organised 
sport, they have reduced the 
incidence of young sudden 
cardiac death by 89 per cent. 

The Angels’ screening serv¬ 
ice was held in partnership 
with the Cardiac Risk in the 
Young (CRY) charity, and CEO 
Dr Steve Cox, who was also 


present at the event, wants to 
see mandatory screening in 
force across the UK as well. 

He told KoS: “It was excel¬ 
lent to see such a great turn¬ 
out, including an appearance 
from Dame Kelly Holmes who 
had an ECG on the day. 

“Screening is mandatory in 
elite sport and for some careers, 
because you don’t want some¬ 
one flying on a plane of hun¬ 
dreds of people to be passing out. 

“The vast majority of inci¬ 
dents aren’t in elite sport either, 
so we want to see it all the way 
down to grassroots level. 

“Ideally, everyone would be 
screened prior to participation 
in sport because research has 
shown that it is three times 
more likely to trigger a cardiac 
problem.” 

0ne-in-every-300 of the 
young people that CRY tests 
will be identified with a poten¬ 
tially life threatening condi¬ 
tion, while one-in-every-100 
will have a condition that is 
less serious but could cause 
problems in later life. 

Bexley mother Juliet Lamin, 
whose son Philip collapsed and 
died on a football pitch after suf¬ 
fering a cardiac arrest back in 
2013, regularly hosts charity 
events to raise money and 
awareness, and has campaigned 
for defibrillators to be installed in 
schools across the country. 

She said: “We always see 
fire extinguishers, but not a 
defibrillator and I think every 
school should have one. 

East 


“I want to tell every parent to 
take their young children for 
heart screening, like the one in 
Tonbridge the other day. 

“If a young person has a 
heart defect, this will show up 
at the screening and something 
can be done before it’s too late.” 


The Angels set a target of 
raising £28,000 and are just 
£4,000 shy of that total, much 
to the delight of Mr Churcher. 

“As chairman it makes me 
proud of what we have 
achieved,” he said. 

“We’re not a big club but 


they way everyone has come 
together and raised £24,000 
in just six months is tremen¬ 
dous.” 

Similar screening sessions 
are set to take place in the 
coming months in Gillingham 
and Sevenoaks. 


7 DAY COACH BREAK 
TO SCOTLAND - £264 

i 

SATURDAY 2nd APRIL i 

] 

Loch Achray Hotel Loch Lomond National Park 

STB ★ ★ ★ 

Spring ] 

TOUR INCLUDES: 

Ceilidh Break 

• 6 Nights Half Board 

This 7 day coach break 
staying at our Loch 

Achray Hotel includes 
a “Ceilidh Night” (Kay- 

. Nightly 
entertainment 
• Excursions 

lee), when you will 
enjoy typical Scottish * 

entertainment with foot 
tapping music. There 
will be an excursion 
everyday including 
Edinburgh, Pitlochry, 
visit to a whisky distillery, 
Lomond Sealife centre, a 
cruise on Loch Lomond, 
Inversnaid, Stirling, 
Callander & Largs. 

£?> LOCHS 
W GLENS 

HOLIDAYS 

PICKUP FROM: 

Ramsgate, 

Broadstairs, 

Margate, 

Birchington, 

Herne Bay, 

Whitstable, 

Canterbury, 

Birchanger 

Services 

Holidays are fully bonded. 

School Road, Gartocharn, 

G83 8RW 

| wwwLOCHS.COM 

01389 713713 | 


7 DAY COACH BREAK 
TO SCOTLAND - £299 



Spring ] 

TOUR INCLUDES: 

Ceilidh Break 

• 6 Nights Half Board 

This 7 day coach 
break staying at our 
Highland Hotel includes 

. Nightly 
entertainment 
• Excursions 

a Ceilidh Night (Kay- i 
lee), when you will \ 

PICKUP FROM: 

enjoy typical Scottish 
entertainment with foot 
tapping music. There 
will be an excursion 
everyday including a 
cruise on Loch Linnhe, 
Mallaig, Inverness, 

Loch Ness, Glencoe, 
Rannoch Moor & Oban. 

Gillingham, 

Chatham, 

Rochester, 

Strood, 

Gravesend, 

Northfleet, 

Dartford, 

Birchanger 

Services 

LOCHS 
W GLENS 

HOLIDAYS 

Holidays are fully bonded. 
School Road, Gartocharn, 

G83 8RW 

www.LOCHS.COM 

01389 713713 | 


Week ending January 24, 2016 25 












































Now under new Management, The Granville would like 
to welcome you to their newly refurbished premises. 


Their fantastic menu offers simple yet imaginative dishes using the best ingredients, at affordable prices 
There is a daily set lunch menu, along with a selection of light bites, platters and main courses, and a 
special children’s menu. Come and enjoy some time with them, whether it is for a drink or for a meal. 


FOR 2 £25 
OR 4 £50 

So how does it work?... 

Well, 2 people order a starter & main from 
our main menu and only pay £25. 

What about a table of 10? 

Well, 5 pairs pay only £25 each for 2 courses 
- definitely an offer not to be missed! 

Available throughout February - Monday - Friday from 4pm, 
when ordering from the Main Menu 
For Ribeye & Fillet steaks, there’s a small supplement («£3/<£5) 

To take advantage of this just pre book and give us a valid email address 
(Don’t panic, we won’t hand it out to anyone) 

You can now book online via our website and receive instant 
confirmation. To use this offer online type your email address in the 
“Special requests” or quote when booking over the phone. 


Tel 01227 700402 

Street End, Lower Hardres, Canterbury CT4 7AL 
www.thegranvillecanterbury.co.uk 
Find us on j Facebook and J5? Tripadvisor 



The GR A N V1LLK 


Pub Dining 
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Your guide to care homes, V-/ sheltered housing, in-home care, loneliness and dementia 



Your guide starts 
lere... 


W ITH an increasing ageing 

population, the issue of care 
for those in old age has 
become one which is increas¬ 
ingly impacting on our lives. 
Whether we are examining our own future 
and health care needs, or for those loved ones 
who need additional support, just what 
options are available and the costs involved 
can seem both confusing and hard to come by. 

The following few pages do not promise to 
answer every question on every subject, but it 
should provide a starting point for a discus¬ 


sion you might need to have today - or 
tomorrow. 

Over the following pages we provide you 
with an idea of the accommodation and care 
choices available as well as how much 
everything will cost. 

It can be a worrying time for both those 
seeking care and those organising it for 
others. The good news is that there are plenty 
of excellent care providers and lots of organi¬ 
sations which can provide advice. 

Hopefully this guide will help point you in 
the right direction... 


0 If I'm concerned about the safety 
or health of a relative who 
insists on living at home , what are 
the options available? 

A There are two main options 
available for you. 

The first is for a family member or 
friend to take on the responsibility of 
in-home carer. The benefits are a 
familiar face they’ll feel comfortable 
with and no additional financial cost. 

But the negatives can be that such a 
responsibility should not be taken 
lightly. The commitment could be for 
years and the chances are their 
condition is only going to deteriorate. 

The other option is to buy-in some 
outside assistance. 

There are a variety of different 
services this can cover from domestic 
chores, to assistance with washing or 
dressing, to providing health and 
nursing care - or simply some compan¬ 
ionship. Remember being lonely can 
often undermine their physical and 
mental wellbeing. 


O How much does it cost for a carer 
to make home visits? 

A Costs will vary, but on average, 
carers cost around £15 an hour. 
That may not sound a lot, but if you 
need someone for two hours a day, over 
the course of a year that will start 
nudging up towards £11,000. 

Continued on page 29 
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Belmont Sandbanks Care Group offers care for people in delightful settings 
in coastal Kent and East Sussex. We provide specialist care for people in these 
areas via our services which include Residential Care, Day Care Services, Respite 
Services and Home Care Services. 

Belmont Sandbanks Care Group consists of Madeira Lodge, Sandbanks and Edendale, which offer 
specialist dementia care for the elderly. Madeira Day Services is a day centre within the grounds 
of Madeira Lodge, offering care and support to older people with dementia and other mental 
health problems who may live alone or be cared for by others. There is a registered mental nurse 
and dementia clinic available through our day services to offer clinical support and supervision for 
staff, service users and families at all of our sites. 

In addition to the residential and day care services, Belmont Sandbanks also offers assisted Home 
Care Services. Our skilled care assistants and domestic assistants can come to your home to help 
with your in-house care. 


We offer personal and domestic care in the home and a wide range of services, please feel free to 
discuss these options with us. 

Combined, our services provide a spectrum of care for the elderly with dementia. We also offer 
a diverse range of complimentary services for families. Unlike many residential care businesses 
we do things very differently by offering a wide range of care services to support the local 
community, these include: 

• Residential Care • Dementia Clinics 

• Respite Care • Home Care H Domestic Care Services 

• Rehabilitation Care H Emergency Support • Day Care Services 

• Dementia friendly communities 

As an organisation we took the decision to offer a more rounded care support system to help all 
those caring for people with Dementia. With Belmont Sandbanks you need not only come to us 
for residential support but for full support, whether it be living with us or at your own home. 

Thank you. 


If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to get in touch. 

T: 01797 366810 E: info@belmontsandbanks.co.uk W: www.belmontsandbanks.co.uk 


Belmont 

Sandbanks 
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MIRAMAR - CARE & NURSING HOME 




Events at the Award 


Winning Miramar 


Open Day with Nick Truss 

Care fee Pfenning and Financial Advisor, 

Tuesday 2 nd February, 10 am - 4 pm 

Ntcfe is an irvdependenl cane and finanoat Advisor 
whd specjalfteS in agisting families .and residents 
in all matters relating to living in our cornmunilitiS. 
1 you would like to talk to him about what 
supped is available then why not come to our 


Art Exhibition and Cheese and Wine 

Wednesday T Oth February, 7pm - 9pm 
Join iTie residents and staff ol the Miramar for an 
Am Exhibition Evening, Ltocal aMisls and the residents 
wlH all have art displays and enjoy agr Dte&e 
& SeleCl'CrlP 



financial Avwuenew Open Pay ^frestunenls 
aiu available. 


Vintage Tea Party 

Wednesday 13 April 3 pm - 5 pm 
Join she residunis of the Miramar at a Vintage Tea 
Party toeing hosted by The Vintage Empire Tearoom 
in Heme Bay with a talk by East Kent W! 


Please call Debbie for more information and to book 
your place for our events. Tours available of our home. 


THE 1 \tU7 

BENCHMARK IN 
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Talk to Debbie today 01227 671012 

165 Reculver Road, Beltinge, Kent, CT6 6PX 

www.signature-care-homes.co.uk 
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DEMENTIA EXPLAINED 
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Continued from page 27 

O Who do I contact to enquire 
about such services? 

A If you become a carer to a loved 
/lone, then there are plenty of 
support services available to you - 
Kent County Council and Medway 
Council will be able to point you in 
the direction of services available. 

Alternatively, there are a number 
of companies which offer services 
which you can buy in. 


O How do I know the carers I hire 
are trustworthy and will 
provide good care? 

A Do your research. All companies 
will have websites outlining the 
services they provide and providing 
details of the costs. 

In addition, they are subject to 
regular visits by the Care Quality 
Commission - the independent 
regulator of health and social care 
providers. You can access their 
reports online too. 

Better still, speak to people who 
have used such services and get 
recommendations. 


O My loved one is no longer 
suitable to be living in their 
home , but they don f t want to go 
into a care home - what options 
are there? 

A The obvious one is to open your 
home to them and let them stay 
with you. Many people see this as the 



perfect way to spread the care for an 
elderly or ill relative while keeping 
costs down. 

However, there is also the option of 
moving them into supported 
housing. Provided by the local 
authority and a range of companies, 
they are typically small develop¬ 
ments managed by dedicated care 
staff. There is private accommoda¬ 
tion and the opportunity to use 
communal areas too. It can allow for 
freedom to continue but also for help 
to be on hand 24 hours a day. 

The range can be vast - from those 


dedicated purely to the over 60s or to 
a broader cross-section of those in 
need. It will depend on how much 
you can pay. 

The local authority and housing 
associations do provide some 
facilities so it’s worth checking with 
them. 


O lf they accept a care home may 
provide the best facilities for 
them , what are my options? 

There are a wide range of 
facilities available and each 
personal circumstance and need will 


O What is dementia? 

A After years of being an 
xA.almost taboo topic, the 
spotlight recently has shone 
brightly on dementia and the 
challenges it brings with it. 

The word dementia is actually 
something of a catch-all for a varie¬ 
ty of symptoms - caused when the 
brain is affected by a disease. 

Common diseases include Alzhe¬ 
imer’s which sees proteins build up 
in the brain which lead to the loss of 
connection and ultimately death of 
nerve cells and brain tissues. 

The outcome is dementia - which 
includes the likes of memory loss, 
difficulties with thinking, problem¬ 
solving or changes in mood or be¬ 
haviour. 

It is a degenerative condition - 
which means the patient will get 
worse over time. 

Strokes can also trigger the condi¬ 
tion, and it is thought there are 
around 100 causes in total. It is not, 


determine just what is needed. 

Again, check online at the options 
and refer to the Care Quality 
Commission to see the reports of the 
standards of care offered at the 
various homes near you. A key 
consideration should be how easy it 
is for family and friends to access the 


however, a natural part of the age¬ 
ing process. 

Nor is it rare. It is thought there 
are around 850,000 people in the 
UK with dementia - with those over 
the age of 65 most vulnerable. It is 
thought one in six people over 80 
have the condition. 


site for visits - so if you need to be 
close to public transport, bear that in 
mind. 

Visit those on your shortlist and 
ensure you take along the loved one 
you are considering moving into 

Continued on page 31 





01227 744000 


15 Saint George's Terrace, Herne Bay, CT6 8RQ 
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Delivering YOUR CARE.... 

....Understanding YOUR needs 


PRorrssioNAL demintiatrain]nc 


ST.PETER'S 


//if*. 7^//UU'/A $£jKGjftf4 " 

Professional dementia training 


St. Peter’s Care Home 

Luxurious Private Care 


www.dimMMifnkpPrtrixo.uk 

Training and Consultation suitable for care homes, general public, families and those living with dementia. 
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Avante: Delivering care excellence 


' W "UST what does excellence look 
I like? 

It’s evident that looking for 
I ‘good’ care is not as straightfor- 
I ward as some people may think 
J and it’s not until you are put in 
this situation due to a loved one or 
friend requiring care that you realise 
the difficulties upon you. 

To start, you are normally advised 
by the local authority to take a look 
through a care directory to familiar¬ 
ise yourself with care homes in your 
area, your next route to follow is re¬ 
searching and visiting these homes 
to see what care is provided, after all 
you can’t tell anything from what the 
building looks like from the outside or 
the location it is situated, it’s what 
goes on inside the home that matters. 

Albeit a beautiful building, at Am¬ 
herst Court care home in Chatham 
it’s outstanding care that takes place 
inside the home, run by Avante Care 
& Support, as it has recently been rec¬ 
ognised by the Care Quality Commis¬ 
sion (COC) as a care home that deliv¬ 
ers ‘outstanding’ care. This recent 
achievement also means that Am¬ 
herst Court is the first and only care 
home in Medway to receive an ‘out¬ 
standing’ COC report. 

So what does this mean? 



Amherst Court offers care for older 
people living with dementia. COC in¬ 
spectors gave an ‘outstanding’ rating 
after examining the home’s respon¬ 
siveness and leadership and a ‘good’ 
for safety, caring and effectiveness, 
setting an overall rating of ‘outstand¬ 


ing’ for the home. 

Since the COC began rating adult 
social care services under their more 
rigorous style of inspection in Octo¬ 
ber 2014, only 18 care homes provid¬ 
ing dementia care in the whole of the 
UK have received their top rating of 


‘outstand¬ 
ing’, with 
only two care 

homes in Kent achieving this. 

Amherst Court has now proudly 
become the first care home in Med¬ 
way to achieve an ‘outstanding’ rat¬ 


ing from its recent inspection. 

The care home prioritises dignity, 
responsiveness and respect for its res¬ 
idents, their carers and families, 
which we at Avante Care & Support 
know all families are looking for 
when looking for care for their loved 
ones. 

The COC’s rigorous 
new inspection re¬ 
gime is a testament to 
Amherst Courts dedi¬ 
cation in delivering 
an excellent quality 
service to local fami¬ 
lies in Medway and 
Kent. 

If you are looking 
for care for a loved one 
or you know someone 
who is, Amherst Court 
is a great care home to 
start your search. 

For more informa¬ 
tion on Amherst Court 
or to arrange a view¬ 
ing please call the 
Home Manager on 
01634 400 009 or visit 
www.avantecare.org.uk 
• This article is paid-for adverto¬ 
rial provided by Avante Care & 
Support. 


Celebrating 25 years 
of Care & Support 



Amherst Court 


avantfp 

care & support 

"Eyerijone T/Ufters' 



■WU- 

-L-L ‘Sid J 1 
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The only ‘outstanding’ Care Home in Medway. 

Amherst Court care home provides care with 
compassion for those living with dementia. 

The team of attentive, experienced and skilled staff provide 24 hour care in a 
pleasant, homely environment. Services provided at Amherst Court include full 
time residential care, day care and short term respite care. 

All rooms at Amherst Court are bright and cheerful with bedrooms having 
en-suite facilities providing relaxation and a sense of well-being. The home has its 
own hairdressers, a Cafe that is open to residents and visitors and a beautiful 
courtyard garden with raised flowerbeds for residents to enjoy. 

“Mum has first class care and is very happy , 
/ cannot recommend Amherst Court enough” 

V* 01634 400 009 B enquiry@avantecare.org.uk 

Palmerston Road, Chatham, Kent ME4 6LU @ avantecare.org.uk 


Latest CQC Rating 


Outstanding 


Q 


CareQuality 

Commission 


We are an approved provider 
for Kent County Council. 
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LONELINESS 


Continued from page 29 

there. It is a big step and it is one 
you want to feel comfortable with. 


O So just how much is it going to 
_ costP 

Most people will pay for their 
care themselves. Currently, if 
you have assets of more than 
£23,250 (and remember this 
includes any property you own 
unless a partner or close relative still 
lives there) then you’ll be expected to 
pay the full cost of your care. Below 
that, and the local authority will use 
national guidelines to means test just 
how much you will need to pay or 
that you will receive towards your 
care. 

According to a report covering 
2014/15, the average cost of care 
home accommodation in the south 
east was £669 a week - rising to 
£920 with nursing care. 

That equates to £34,788 or 
£47,850 a year. And remember, 
depending on their health, they may 
be there for many years. 

The costs will vary depending on 
your location and level of care but 
many are surprised at just how much 
it will be. 


O How are care homes regulated? 

^ A There are national standards 
/A.of quality and safety which 
all cares homes in England are 
expected to meet. 


For all the good health you can 
enjoy in a long life, one of the least 
discussed silent killers is loneli¬ 
ness. 

Whether caused by the loss of a 
spouse or simply ill health 
restricting movement, many can 
quickly feel isolated and cut off 
from their communities. This is 
amplified if family do not live 
nearby. 

According to a recent survey by 
Age UK, more than two million 
people over the age of 75 live alone 
and more than a million older peo¬ 
ple go over a month without speak¬ 
ing to a neighbour, friend or family 
member. 

Failure to remain mentally ac¬ 
tive can lead many into a down¬ 
ward spiral of physical and mental 
ill health. 

The good news, is that there are 
plenty of services available to help 
ease the issues - from charities 
which can arrange friendly visits 

All those reaching those standards 
are registered with the Care Quality 
Commission which inspects care 
homes regularly - almost always 
unannounced - and can carry out 
additional checks if there are 
concerns. 

Failure to hit the required stand¬ 
ards can, ultimately, force the homes 


just to provide a little company, or 
carers who can come in and offer a 
hand around the house and the 
chance for a chat. 

In addition, there are phone lines 
in operation such as The Silver Line 
- set up by broadcaster Esther 
Rantzen - which older people can 
ring for advice and a chat. 

The NHS is also encouraging 
friends and family to introduce 
those living alone to the power and 
potential of modern technology. 

Perhaps a tablet for emails or 
video calls - the perfect method to 
stay in touch with loved ones who 
live far away. 

Libraries and community cen¬ 
tres often hold regular training 
courses for older people to learn ba¬ 
sic computer skills - as well as be¬ 
ing a good place to meet and spend 
time with others in their own right. 

If in doubt, contact your local 
branch of Age UK which can pro¬ 
vide help and advice. 

to be closed. 

The national standards include 
levels of respect to those staying there 
which includes always being involved 
in discussions over treatment 
received. The homes should always 
be safe havens, and the staff properly 
trained and able to deliver high levels 
of care. 



General health and advice: 

NHS Choices 
www.nhs.uk 

Local authorities: 
www.kent.gov.uk 
www.medway.gov.uk 

General advice and support 
Age UK - formed following merger 


of Age Concern and Help the Aged: 
AgeUK.org.uk 

Alzheimer's Society: 
www.alzheimers.org.uk 

Helpline: 

For the elderly suffering loneliness: 
www.thesilverline.org.uk or 0800 
4 70 80 90 



furleypage.co.uk 


Shared Lives 


Would you consider working 
from home to earn £16k to £80k 


as a professional Shared Lives 44 We 

Carer (Host) for Adults making a believe it 

real difference to someone's life? '? one 

the most 

Shared Lives Hosts open their homes to support rewarding 

adults with learning disabilities, mental health, things 

autism and Asperger's, physical disabilities or you'll ever 

are living with dementia and older people. do! 


For Hosts it provides: You can offer three types of service: 


To get involved in this fantastic scheme give us a call 
on 03000 412400 or visit our website to find out 
more at www.kent.gov.uk/sharedlives 


Nobody likes to think about dying but preparing for your 
family’s future in the event of the unthinkable is one of the 
most important things you can do. 


Our legal experts will explain your options in plain, simple 
language. We can help you look after your family, your care 
needs and protect your assets for future generations. 


• Wills & trusts 

• Powers of Attorney 

• Court of Protection 

• Funding care fees 


• Inheritance tax planning 

• Probate 

• NHS continuing care 

• Community care advice 


For more details, contact 
Harvey Barrett or Nicola August 

01227 763939 

info@furleypage.co.uk 


# furleypage 

SOLICITORS J 


By becoming a Shared Lives Host you make a real difference 
to the people you support, giving them improved: 

Quality of Life • Social Inclusion • Support 


A flexible, interesting 
job with a fantastic work 
life balance 

Great opportunities for skills 
development, working as a 
self employed professional 
with support from our team 


Day Support - where you would 
support someone, based from your 
home, for up to 5 hours. 


Long term - where the person would live 
with you and your family 


Short Breaks (respite) - where the person 
would come and stay for the odd night, 
weekend or week 
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FLARE PATH 

TUE 5 - SAT 9 APRIL 1 


ORCHARD THEATRE orchardtheatre.co.uk TICKET OFFICE 01322 220000 
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» Email us details of 
your event to: 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 
Tel: 01233 653476 

* 

Follow us @KOSMedia or 
www.kentnews.co.uk/leisure 




FAVOURITE : Michael Morpurgo’s book tells the story of a young boy called Albert and his horse Joey 
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Marlowe ‘honoured’ to be selected as launch venue for 2017 UK production... 


A CANTERBURY theatre 
has been selected as 
the launch venue for a 
new UK tour of hit pro¬ 
duction War Horse. 

The National Theatre’s ac¬ 
claimed production will open at the 
Marlowe Theatre on September 15 
next year. 

It then will run at the venue 
until October 14, 2017, with 
general tickets going on sale next 
month. 

The theatre has previously 
hosted National Theatre produc¬ 
tions People, One Man, Two 
Guvnors, and The Curious Incident 
Of The Dog In The Night-Time. 

Theatre director Mark Everett 
said: “This is a huge honour for us 
all at The Marlowe Theatre, 
Canterbury and Kent. 

“Because the tour starts at The 


Marlowe, it will also be rehearsed 
here, which adds a whole new 
dimension as most shows we 
present are made elsewhere. 

“Attracting National Theatre 
productions was one of our key 
ambitions when the new Marlowe 
Theatre was being planned. 

“I am absolutely delighted that 
we have managed to secure War 
Horse for our audiences. 

“This stunning and ground¬ 
breaking production really is the 
icing on the cake.” 

War Horse has been seen by 
more than seven million people 
around the world, and it will be 
completing its eight-year run at 
London’s New London Theatre in 
March. 

The production has won 25 
awards, including the Tony Award 
for best play on Broadway. 


Nick Stafford’s adaptation of 
Michael Morpurgo’s book tells the 
story of a young boy called Albert 
and his horse Joey. 

The story is set against the 
backdrop of the First World War. 

It features puppetry work by 
South Africa’s Handspring Puppet 
Company, which brings breathing, 
galloping horses to life on the 
stage. 

War Horse premiered at the 
National Theatre in 2007, where it 
played for two seasons before 
opening at the New London 
Theatre in 2009. 

Since then, the production has 
been seen in 97 cities in 10 
different countries, including 
shows on Broadway, in Toronto 
and Berlin. 

Writer Michael Morpurgo said: 
“After a few months rest, out at 


pasture, Joey, the War Horse and 
his great team from the National 
Theatre, will be touring the UK 
again, from 2017 through to 2018 
and the centenary of the end of the 
First World War, taking their show 
all over the country, to towns and 
cities, many of them places War 
Horse has not been seen before. 

“I am so pleased this is happen¬ 
ing; that so many more people will 
have the chance to enjoy this 
unique theatrical event. Steady 
boy, steady Joey. Trot on.” 

War Horse is directed by 
Marianne Elliott and Tom Morris, 
designed by Rae Smith, with 
puppet direction, design and 
fabrication by Basil Jones and 
Adrian Kohler for Handspring Pup¬ 
pet Company. 

For more details visit www. 
marlowetheatre.com. 
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SEASIDE COACH HOLIDAYS 


BOURNEMOUTH RUNNER from £199pp* 


Enjoy 4 nights in Bournemouth on a half board basis in 2016. 
Arrival date: SINGLE DOUBLE 

20th Jan 16 £199 £370 

8th Mar 16 £205 £410 

15th May 16 £250 £480 

18th Jul 16 £265 £505 


NEWQUAY EXPRESS 


from £425pp* 



r EASTBOURNE FLYER 

from £190pp*^ 

Enjoy 4 nights in Eastbourne on a half board basis in 2016. 


Arrival date: 

19th Feb 16 

SINGLE 

£220 

DOUBLE 

£420 



18th Mar 16 

£230 

£440 



4th Sept 16 

£260 

£490 

j 


V 




J 


Short breaks and holidays in Newquay on a half board basis. 

Arrival date: NTS SGL 


12th May 16 
10th Jun 16 
15th July 16 
8th Aug 16 
6th Sep 16 


DBL 

£425 £650 

£480 £785 

£425 £645 
£510 £845 

£480 £795 



TORQUAY TORNADO 


from £240pp* 


Relax with 4 nights in beautiful Torquay on a half board basis in 2016. 

Arrival date: SINGLE DOUBLE 

28th April 16 £240 £450 

9th Sept 16 £260 £495 



LEAVING ON A JET PLANE? 


MARGATE 

RAMSGATE 

BROADSTAIRS 

BIRCHINGTON 

WESTGATE 

SANDWICH 

DEAL 

DOVER 

FOLKESTONE 

HERNE BAY 

WHITSTABLE 

FAVERSHAM 

CANTERBURY 

ASHFORD 

Heathrow 

gatwick 








Get there with no drama, hassle, 
fuss or parking. Simply book a 
seat on our shuttle and board at 
one of our pick-up points. 


travelling alone? 

£40pp/single £75pp/return 

going together? 

£65pp/single £120pp/return 


Call 01843 823007 / 01843 823700 
or visit www.connections4you.net 

Airport Connections 


Enjoy a day out with no driving, no parking and entrance fees included 
meaning you can give your family your full attention all day long! 

AiKnAKf OonilOAtiAnC Call 01843 823007/01843 823700 
nil |J\si l - ' : 1111 " - !: : orvisitwww.connections4you.net 
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If you go down to the woods in 
June... you r ll see Kaiser Chiefs! 


Wendy James set for show 


FORMER Trans vision Vamp 
front woman Wendy James will 
perform at Ramsgate’s Music 
Hall on February 17. 

Her new album The Price of 
the Ticket, is released two 
days later. Call 01843 591815. 




FIRST TIME FORESTERS: Kaiser Chiefs will be at Bedgebury Pinetum this summer 


By Molly Kersey-Law 

moLly.kersey-Law@archant.co.uk 


NDIE rock band Kaiser Chiefs 
will be performing at Bedge¬ 
bury Pinetum, near Tun¬ 
bridge Wells, in June. 

The band will be playing 
there as part of Forest Live - a pro¬ 
gramme organised by the Forestry 
Commission which sees acts per¬ 
form in woodland settings. 

Formed in 2000, Kaiser Chiefs 
shot to fame after releasing albums 
such as Employment, Yours Truly, 
Angry Mob and Off With Their 
Heads. 

They are currently working on 
their sixth studio album. 

Their hits include Oh My God, I 
Predict A Riot, Everyday I Love 
You Less And Less, Ruby and Nev¬ 
er Miss A Beat. 

The band is fronted by Ricky 
Wilson - who is currently appear¬ 
ing as a coach on BBC series The 
Voice. 

Speaking about the gigs, Mr 
Wilson said: “As a band we’ve al¬ 
ways loved to play outdoors, we’ve 
done fields, parks, farms, rooftops, 
beaches and back gardens, but this 
will be the first time we’ve played 
in a forest. 


“If you go down to the woods 
this summer, you’re sure of a big 
surprise. We’re really looking 
forward to being part of Forest 
Live.” 

Income generated from ticket 
sales is spent on protecting, im¬ 


proving and expanding the coun¬ 
try’s forests and woodlands. 

Kaiser Chiefs will be performing 
at Bedgebury Pinetum on Satur¬ 
day, June 18. 

Tickets to the performance are 
£38.50 plus a £4.35 booking fee. 


They will be available to buy 
from the Forestry Commission box 
office at 9am on Friday (January 
22). 

To book call the box office on 
03000 680400 or visit www.for- 
estry.gov.uk/music. 


Stephen K Amos on stage 


COMEDIAN Stephen K Amos will be perform¬ 
ing in Canterbury next week. 

Mr Amos is on tour with his new show The 
Laughter Master. 

Mr Amos will be performing at the Gulben- 
kian on January 31. The show starts at 7.30pm. 
For details, visit www.thegulbenkian.co.uk 


Get into Get Intuit 


INDIE guitar pop band Get 
Inuit will be playing a gig at 
Canterbury’s Gulbenkian 
on Sunday (January 24) 
at 8pm. 

Tickets £7 (students £5). Call 
01227 769075. 



Paddy Milner and band 

ACCLAIMED blues and jazz keyboard player 
Paddy Milner and his group Londonola are 
coming to Kent. 

The New Orleans soul and funk band are 
playing at The Music Room, Maidstone Pizza 
Express, in Earl Street, on Friday, January 29 at 
8.30pm. Visit www.tinyurl.com/pe-maidstone 


Chalkwell 

daybreaks by coach 



Spring Knitting & Stitching Show 
at Olympia 

5th March 2016-£39.00 


Antiques & Collectors Fair 
at Alexandra Palace 

13th March 2016-£39.00 




East Anglian Panorama 
with Guide & Lunch 

16th March 2016-£59.00 


Ideal Home Show 

19th March 2016-£39.00 


For more information call 01795 423982 
or visit www.chalkwell.co.uk 
Quote ‘ARC 176’ when you book. 

_ 



HOME SHOW 
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PICK-UP POINTS NATIONWIDE 


GET YOUR FREE BROCHURE T ODAY I 

TEL: D1443 844222 

www.farri scuachbo I i tia ys.co.uk 



Uniques Furniture Shop 
has now Relocated to 
18.4 UVealden Forest Park, 
Herne Common, Herne Bay CT67LQ 

(NEAR WILDWOOD) 

Tel: 01227 479 007 


enquiries@uniquesfurnitureshop.co.uk 

www.uniquesfurnitureshop.co.uk 
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Carnevil comes to town 


THE Circus of Horrors will be 
bringing their new show - Wel¬ 
come To The Carnevil - to 
Margate Winter Gardens on 
February 27 at 7.30pm. 

To book, visit www.mar- 
gatewintergardens .co ,uk. 



Rockers Wolf Alice to play 

ALTERNATIVE rock band Wolf Alice will be 
performing at the Leas Cliff Hall, Folkestone, on 
March 21. 

The show will start at 7pm and tickets are 
£21.15. 

For more details, or to book tickets, visit 
www. atgtickets. com/bromley. 


Jackson Live at Woodville 


A MUSICAL stage show will be 
bringing the hits of Michael 
Jackson to Gravesend next 
month. Jackson Live in Concert 
will be performed at the 
Woodville on February 12. 

Call 08442 439 480. 



Jimmy Carr's new show 

COMEDIAN Jimmy Carr will bring his new 
show, Work in Progress, to Gravesend. 

The host of Channel 4’s 8 Out Of 10 Cats will 
be performing at the Woodville on April 6. 

The show starts at 8pm and tickets cost £21. 
For more information or to book tickets, visit 
www.woodville.co.uk. 


Thin Lizzy join Whitesnake 
at Ramblin' Man Fair 2016 



By Tim Miles 

tim.miLes@archant.co.uk 


KENT’S biggest music event, the 
Maidstone-based Ramblin’ Man 
Fair has just added rockers Thin 
Lizzy to its line-up for the summer. 

Joining among others White- 
snake, Black Stone Cherry, 
Airbourne, Europe, Uriah Heep 
and Hawkwind, the highly-influ- 
ential rockers will play an 
exclusive show at Mote Park to 
mark the 40th anniversary of 
their album Jailbreak and 30 years 
since the passing of Phil Lynott in 
what will be their only UK gig this 
year. 

Now in its second year, the 
Ramblin’ Man Fair takes place in 
the heart of the county town over 
the weekend of July 23 and 24. 

Thin Lizzy are one of rock 
music’s most recognisable names. 
The fiery Dublin band exploded 
onto the scene with a fresh sound, 
look and attitude. Lead by the 
incomparable Phil Lynott, the 
band reached many peaks and 
influenced generations of musi¬ 
cians with classic tracks such as 
Jailbreak, The Boys Are Back In 
Town, Still In Love With You, Cold 


Sweat, Emerald and Don’t Believe 
A Word between 1969 and 1983. 

The Thin Lizzy lineup is vocalist 
Ricky Warwick, guitarists Scott 
Gorham and Damon Johnson, and 
Darren Wharton on Keyboards. 

As special guest, they have 
seasoned drummer Mikkey Dee 
from Motorhead. 

Mikkey Dee added:“It’s an honor 
to be asked to play with Thin Lizzy 
on these dates, being a life long fan 
I am so happy and excited to 
playing with band on these shows. 
It’s going to be great! ” 


Ramblin’ Man Fair is now under 
the ownership of new music event 
company Spirit of Rock, who said: 
“Now under new management, 
year two of Ramblin’ Man Fair will 
be even bigger and better than 
year one. 

“The festival will concentrate on 
a core offering of classic rock, prog 
and Southern rock music show¬ 
casing both legends and new 
talent.” 

To find out more, or to book 
tickets, visit, www.ramblinman- 
fair.com 



OPTIONS: Ramblin’ Man Fair 
offers plenty to see and do... 



THE FRANCE SHOW 
COMES TO OLYMPIA 
IN JANUARY 2016 


For three days in January, Olympia in London is the place to be 
for a flavour of France. Visit the French market, watch cookery 
demonstrations and live entertainment, sample fine French wines 
and plan your next holiday - it's a great French day out. You can 
even find your dream home at the French Property Exhibition. 


1 HE FRANCE 
P SHOW 2016 

\ pRf fj 

29-31 January | Olympia, London 


iook your 
ickets for just 
18 and save 50' 
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HALF PRICE 
GREEN FEES 


Monday Wednesday Friday After 10:30 
Please ring the Pro Shop for availability 


01227 831126 


Broome Park Golf Club I Barham, Nr Canterbury, Kent CT4 6QX 


Contact us on 01 227 830728 Text BROOME to 67000 
or see website for further details for a chance to win a 

www.broomepark.co.uk round of golf 
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Sweeten the sugar-free deal with new recipe book 


Cookery writer Susanna Booth uses her chemistry degree to create goodies that don’t sacrifice taste 


T HERE is no sugar-coating 
the fact that sugar con¬ 
sumption is having a mas¬ 
sive impact on our waist¬ 
lines, teeth, moods and 
overall health and wellbeing. 

From reports that slashing the 
amount of sugar in sweetened drinks 
by 40% could prevent 300,000 cases 
of Type 2 diabetes, to news that the 
average five-year-old consumes the 
equivalent of their own body weight 
in sugar in a year, reducing the white 
stuff has become something of a na¬ 
tional priority. 

Yet while many are painfully 
aware of the destructive influence of 
sugar (that’ll be the 3pm grumps, 
ageing skin and bingo wings then), it 
doesn’t help that: A, sugar is added to 


lots of food and drinks, even unsus¬ 
pecting savoury products; B, sugar is 
embedded in our daily diets (hello, 
mid-morning biscuits with a cuppa), 
and C, it tastes nice. 

Here to help is cookery writer Su¬ 
sanna Booth, who used her polymer 
chemistry degree to create sugar-free 
goodies that don’t sacrifice taste, 
sweetly displayed in her new recipe 
book, Sensationally Sugar Free. 

But with sugar playing “quite a big 
role in a lot of baking”, the challenge 
was to find a way of adding texture 
and crunch - which sugar provides - 
as well as sweetness. 

So far, Booth’s recipes (in which she 
uses apple puree, sweeteners like stevia 
and naturally sweet fruits) have been 
well received by friends and family. 



SWEET: Writer Susanna Booth 


The key, she says, is to accept that 
sugar-free deserts will taste different 
to sugar-laden versions of the same 
dish. “If you put my carrot cake next 
to another carrot cake that was made 
with sugar, you would notice how 
much less sweet it is,” says Booth. 
“But actually, most of the time, you 
don’t really want loads of sweetness. 
In a way, I think you just become ac¬ 
customed to it.” 

Although many of us are habituat¬ 
ed to eating sweetened food, there are 
some things to keep in mind if you 
want to reduce the amount of sugar 
you use in baking. 

“Think about that sugar hit,” ex¬ 
plains Booth, who often uses fruit as a 
topping for cakes. 

“If you make a Madeira cake and 


cut out pretty much all the sugars 
and use apple puree or whatever in¬ 
stead, it would be disgusting. It would 
just be like having a loaf of bread. 

“It just will not be what you’re look¬ 
ing for mentally. You have to think 
about the proportion of things. If you 
have a sweet topping like whipped 
cream, you get that nice mouthful 
and feel like you’ve got something 
luxurious. 

“You can sweeten the cake mixture 
very little and still feel like you’ve got 
that thing.” 

Although not completely sugar- 
free, Booth “cooks from scratch”, so 
she can keep track of how much sug¬ 
ar she and her family eat. 

“I think it’s better to try and reduce 
as much as you can,” she says. 


Splurge on Bugsy Malone 

MUSICAL Bugsy Malone will be 
performed at the Central Theatre, 
Chatham. 

Set in New York in 1929, it tells the story of a 
war between rival gangsters Fat Sam and 
Dandy Dan. 

And Dan is in possession of a new and 
deadly weapon: the dreaded 'splurge gun’. 

It will run from April 14 to 16. Visit www. 
tickets.medway.gov.uk to book. 


Simon and Garfunkel 

THE Simon and Garfunkel Story will be 
performed in Folkestone next month. 

The show uses projection photos and 
original film footage and includes hits such 
as Mrs Robinson, Bridge Over Troubled 
Water and Cecilia. 

It will be performed at the Leas Cliff Hall 
on February 19 at 7.30pm. 

For more details or to book tickets, visit 
www. atgtickets. com/folkestone. 


Bodyguard on stage 

AWARD-WINNING musical The 
Bodyguard will be performed in 
Canterbury next month. 

The show features a number of Whitney 
Houston’s hits such as I Will Always Love You. 

It will be at the Marlowe Theatre in 
Canterbury from February 17 to 27. 

For more information about the play, or find 
out about seat prices or to order tickets, call 
01227 787787. 


Hairspray the Musical 

| HAIRSPRAY The Musical will be 
performed at the Churchill Theatre, 
Bromley, in May. 

Set in Baltimore, the show tells the story of 
Tracy Turnblad, who is determined to follow 
her dreams and dance on national TV. 

It will run from May 3 to 7, with perform¬ 
ances at 2.30pm and 7.30pm. 

For further details, you can visit www. 
atgtickets .com/bromley. 








Caravan For Sale Kent/Sussex 
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For more information or to view 
Please Call HENRY on 07804 284 536 
or email henry.petty@park-resorts.com 


RELIEVE YOUR BUNION PAIN 

Large selection of elegant stretch shoes 


letz 


SHOES 


The painless step 


Order your free catalogue 
www.drmetzshoes.co.uk 
info@drmetzshoes.co.uk 


SOUTHGATE 


ELECTRICAL 

SERVICES 

Rewires, alterations, 
aerials, alarms, FREE 
quotations. ‘Fully qualified’ 

For enquiries call 

01227 712790 
07889 895394 



APPROVED CONTRACTOR 



DOMESTIC 

INSTALLER 


A 
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A celebration of our special friends... 


Tell us all about your favourite animal friends 


W Elcome! 

Hello and welcome to 
the latest instalment of 
Love Your Pet. 

Our pets are some of 
our dearest friends and in this 
special supplement we will be 
celebrating all the things that make 
them great, and the bond that we 
have with them. 

We start off with a look at pictures 
of pets that have been sent in to us 
- along with stories about their 
personalities and what they like to 
do. 

We then take a look at some of the 
quirky gadgets that you can buy for 
your furry friends - including a 
tennis ball launcher for dogs, a 
‘kitty laptop’ for your favourite 
feline and a self-heating pet bed so 
your animals can get cosy during 
the colder months. 


On page 41 we look at the work of 
retailer Pets Corner and charity 
Give a Dog a Coat - who teamed up to 
provide homeless dogs with coats to 
keep them warm this winter. 

Find out about the inspiration 
behind starting the charity and how 
you can get involved if you have a 
dog coat that you would like to 
donate. 

This supplement will be running 
in the paper each month and we 
want to hear the stories that you 
have about your pets. 

We want to hear about the things 
that make them special, or any 
quirky stories that you might have, 
as well as seeing the photos that you 
have taken of them. 

If you would like to see your 
pets featured on these pages then 
email us at editorial@kosmedia. 
co.uk. 



y 


.©KINDERGARTEN 

The Doggie Daycare Centre 




DOGGIE DAYCARE, PUPPY SOCIALISATION, DOG WALKING, 
PUPPY CLASSES, DOG TRAINING & EXERCISE SCHOOL 


K9 Kindergarten offers a unique day time experience for dogs of all shapes, 
sizes and ages. Our licensed dog creche provides a safe environment where 
group play is available to suitable dogs Monday to Friday, in the care of our 
professional staff. All the dogs are assessed for suitability before being 
assigned to an appropriate social group of playful like-minded furry friends. 

Our service even includes a complimentary "Bark n' Ride" service, where we 
will collect your dog from home in the morning and then drop them back in 
the evening, ideal for working families with a dog home alone. 

Full day, half day & two hour social sessions are available 
on a daily, weekly or ad-hoc basis. 

K9 Kindergarten 
Unit 173 

John Wilson Business Park 
Chestfield | Whitstable 
CT5 3RB 

01227 272220 
info@k9-kindergarten.co.uk 



www.k9-kindergarten.co.uk 




• OOKING for a 

• new pet? 

• Pets can help 

• to make a house 

• a home, becom- 

• ing a treasured part of 

• family life. 

• Are you looking for a 

• new pet to take home 

• this year? 

• There are many 

• animals who are 

• currently looking for a 

• happy forever home. 

• Battersea Brands 

• Hatch, situated near 

• Longfield, cares for a 


number of cats and dogs 
who are waiting to be 
rehomed. 

One of these is a 
Chihuahua cross Jack 
Russell called Honey 
- who has lived at the 
centre for the past 300 
days. 

This is almost 10 
times longer than the 
average stay for any 
other dog at Battersea 
Brands Hatch - making 
Honey the longest 
resident there. 

Honey is six-years- 


old, and has an anxious 
side - meaning she is in 
need of an owner who is 
both experienced and 
understanding. 

If you think you 
would like to rehome 
Honey, you can call 0843 
509 4444. 

For more informa¬ 
tion about Honey or to 
see the other animals 
who are waiting to be 
rehomed at Battersea 
Brands Hatch, you 
can visit www. batter- 
sea. org.uk. 
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Love your pet 


in association with 


This month's selection of your best pet pictures 







Ember the snake lives in 
Deal with Sarah Dunford. 

Ms Dunford said: “Here is 
my beautiful girl Ember, an 
Abbott’s Okeetee corn snake, 
having her dinner. She loves 
climbing branches, hiding 
amongst leaves, and even 
having a swim in a warm 
bath, no bubbles of course!” 


M ANY pet owners love Whether you have a cat or dog 
taking photographs of that you feel proud of, or a pet 
their pets, and we will be reptile you would like to showcase, 
featuring a selection of get in touch with us. 
pictures in this monthly Here and some of the photographs 
supplement. that have been sent in to us... 


Jack the cat lives in 
Dover with Anna 
Mitchell. 

Ms Mitchell said: “Jack 
is 11. He likes killing 
wool and dangly things, 
though he gets embar¬ 
rassed if people catch 
him being kitteny. 

“He talks a lot - very 
vocal. He loves treats and 
belly rubs. He has a bald 
ring around his neck 
caused by a bad flea 
collar when he was a 
kitten - one that actually 
killed several cats so he 
was lucky. 

“He likes to teach my 
sister’s kittens to hunt 
and get up to mischief, 
basically how to knock 
treat bags onto the floor 
so he can eat them. He 
also enjoys anything - 
and I mean anything - 
minty.” 


If you would like pictures 
of you pet to be included in 
our next Love Your Pet 
feature , email us at edito- 
rial@kosmedia.co.uk. 


A voyage of discovery... 

Bringing the exotic to life & 
sharing the caring! 

We are a well-established shop offering an 
honest, expert and friendly service. 

Snakes, Spiders, Reptiles, frogs, stick insects... 
and all the food and accessories you need! 


These four kittens lived in 
Canterbury with volunteer 
Chris Mallinson, until they 
found forever homes. 

Mr Mallinson said: “I have 
been a volunteer for Canterbury 
Cats’ Protection for some time, 
and one of the huge benefits is 
that I have been able to foster cats 
and kittens in my own home 
while they await their forever 
home. I love photographing my 
precious visitors and have now 
accumulated a considerable 
collection of cute, funny and 
adorable pictures. 

“A while ago I was lucky 
enough to be asked if I could take 
in four little kittens until a home 
was found for them. 

“They were only six weeks’ old 
when they arrived and had 


literally just been separated from 
their mother, so they needed a lot 
of tender loving care. 

“But from timid, delicate, 
precious little darlings, within a 
week or two I had four very 
adventurous and lovable rascals 
in my care. 

“Photographing them together 
was particularly challenging 
until I decided to put them all on 
the top shelf of a rather tall cat 
climbing frame I had. 

“To my amazement they all sat 
bolt upright, looked at the camera 
and did everything but smile for 
me! 

“Cats Protection are always 
looking for new fosterers, as the 
more we have the more cats we 
can care for until they are found 
a forever home.” 


Canterbury Exotics 

70 Northgate, Canterbury CT1 1BB 

Tel 01227 786033 
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Six of the best gadgets for your pets 


I F you’re thinking about 
splashing out on a present 
for your furry friend, 
why not get them a 
nifty gadget to enjoy? 
Ranging from laptops 
to tennis ball launch¬ 
ers, there is plenty to 
choose from. 

Here are six of the 
best gadgets to help 
keep your pet enter¬ 
tained.... 


Lap cat 

Kitty Laptop, 

£19.95, from www. 
prezzybox.com 

Whether you’ve 
got a big desktop 
computer or just a 
small tablet, the second you turn 
on your device, you can be cer¬ 
tain that’s also the moment your 
cat will saunter on over and de¬ 
mand attention - perhaps even 
sitting on the keyboard to make 
their point clear. 

So, why not set up one of their 
own? Granted this isn’t a lap 
top with tech capabilities 
- it’s actually a flat- 
packed cardboard toy - 
but it does come with a 
scratchy keyboard for 
them to dig their claws 
into. 

To make the experi¬ 
ence complete, print off 
pictures and slide them 
into the ‘screen’ for them to fo 
cus on while they’re getting their 
computer fix and playing with 
the life-like mouse. 

Dart around 

Frolicat Dart Cat Toy, £35, 
from www.petsathome.com 

If your cat needs to burn off 
some energy, switch this gadget 
on and watch them run around 
desperate to ‘catch’ the laser 
light blasting out of it. 

The dart will need to be placed 
on the floor, then it’s a case of 
choosing from four speeds and 
timer settings. 

The laser light will jump from 
place to place - infuriatingly so 
for your feline - and goes around 
in circles too. 

Your cat will enjoy the chase 
and you’ll enjoy not having to 
clear up after a traditional 
‘hunt’! 

Requires 3x AA batteries. 

Play time jfi 

IFetch Automatic 
Tennis Ball Launcher 
Dog Toy, £135, from 
www.petsathome. 
com 

Playing fetch 
with your dog is 
fun for the first 
200 times, but 
if you get tired 
and they want 
40 Week ending January 24,2016 



to continue, this toy will pick up 
where you left off. 

It automatically launches the 
ball so your four-legged friend 
can run to pick it up. 

Train them to drop the ball 
back into the gizmo and your dog 
will be able to amuse itself when 
you’re out of the room or garden. 

The iFetch comes with three 
balls, each 4cm in diameter 
which means it’s a great toy for 
smaller dogs, but isn’t quite so 
suitable for larger ones. It re¬ 
quires 6C batteries. 

Eat up 

PetSafe 


5 Meal Pet 
Feeder, currently 
priced £38.79, from www. ama¬ 
zon, co.uk 

If you’re out all day and would 
prefer your cat or dog to eat little 
and often rather than have one 
big - often messy - bowl of food, 
this gadget is perfect. 

There are five compartments 
for the food, however, four of the 
compartments will be covered, 
meaning only one is accessible to 
your pet to scoff from at a time. 
Just set the easy-to use tim¬ 
er to decide when 



the next 

compartment will become 
available. 

Very straight-forward to use 
and sturdy enough that your pet 
won’t be able to prise it open, it 
could be a great option especial¬ 
ly if your pets demand an early 
morning feed and you want a lie- 
in. 4 D batteries are required. 

Keep track 

Motorola Scout 5000 Con¬ 
nected GPS Dog Collar, 
£199.99, available November 
from www.amazon.co.uk 

OK, you might be hesitant to 
spend such a sum on a dog collar, 
but this is pretty much the most 
techie thing your woofer could 




own. This takes the ‘wearable 
tech’ tag line to the next level. 

At the front of the collar, you’ll 
find a small black box which 
comes with GPS tracking and a 
camera so you can see exactly 
what your dog is doing and where 
it is. 

It doesn’t end there though, it 
also includes two-way audio 
communication, so, if as soon as 
you leave the house Rover jumps 
up on your bed even though he’s 
banned from it, or you can see 
he’s antagonising your cat, you 
can tell him to behave. 

Feel the heat 

Self-heating pet bed, £19.99, 
www.presentsformen.co. uk 

From cats finding the warmest 
spot in the garden to sunbathe 
in, to dogs curling up in front of 
the fire, our pets are just as keen 
on keeping toasty as we are. 
That’s why they’ll love this bed. 

On the outside it might look 
like just a snugly, faux-sheepskin 
bed, but on the inside, hi-tech 
fabric absorbs the heat coming 
from the animal and reflects it 
back, so after just a few minutes 
of lying on top of it, your pet will 
be lovely and warm. 

Perfect for the colder months 
or for older pets who struggle to 
get comfortable. 
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Love your pet 


Coat campaign keeps dogs warm 

A CAMPAIGN organised 
-by Pets Corner has 
helped to provide 
homeless dogs with 
coats to keep them 

warm. 

The family-run pet retailer 
asked for customers and 
animal-lovers to donate pre¬ 
owned, new or handmade dog 
coats throughout November and 
December. 

Some 224 coats were given to 
animal charity Give a Dog a 
Coat - and they will be distrib¬ 
uted to homeless dogs across the 
country. 

People had been asked to drop 
donations off at one of Pets 
Corner’s stores. 

The store, which has branches 
in areas including Sevenoaks, 

Tunbridge Wells, Maidstone, 

Paddock Wood, Canterbury 
and Ashford, matched each of 
the donated coats with a treat 
for the dogs to enjoy. 

Give a Dog a Coat was set up 
by Lara Evans, who was upset 
by seeing homeless, cold and 
shivering dogs during winter. 

She felt the need to help and 
started knitting and sewing 



dog coats. 

When she couldn’t keep up 
with the demand, she started an 
appeal asking others to donate 
second hand or homemade dog 
coats of their own. 

Ms Evans said: “We have been 
overwhelmed by the response 
and we would like to thank Pets 
Corner for collecting 
the coats and 
everyone who has 
made a donation 
and supported us 
with this initiative. 

“The coats will 
make a huge 
difference to the 
lives and wellbeing 
of homeless dogs 
during the colder 
months.” 

Managing director 
at Pets Corner, Dean 
Richmond, added: 

“It’s tragic that in 
2016 there are so 
many homeless dogs 
across the UK. 

“We are delighted to be 
supporting Give a Dog a Coat 
and cannot thank our 
customers enough for their 


enthusiasm, generosity 
and support.” 

It’s still not too late to donate 


a coat to Give a Dog a Coat. 

■ You can either drop off your 
donation at one of Pets Corner’s 


stores or visit the Give a Dog a 
Coat Facebook page for more 
information. 







JAMES 

WELLBELOVED 

1 SkgAdult 

All Flavours j H 


FELIX 

44 

POUCH 


Wide range of horse feed, bedding and 
equipment. From leading brands including 
Saracen Horse Feeds, Dengie, Weatherbeeta 
Ariat, HV Polo to name but a few.... 


For all your Pet, Equestrian and 
Agricultural Needs, Feed, Bedding, 
Clothing and Equipment. 


•LILLICO 

COUNTRY STORE 


Receive £2.50 OFF 
Dog Beds and Sundries 


SPECIAL 


ONLY 

£34.99 


Simply present tNi voucher At the till for your money off 



FREE DELIVERY within 15 mile 
radiui on bulk food and budding 
iterm, including dog and cat food 


L1LL1COS COUNTRY STORE 

Opening Times: Mon to FH - Ebro to Spm.Thur - Sam to 7pm, Sat - Sam to 4pm W 
Telephone: 0 1 622 7 18062 The Forint, tkd-dow Way,Aylciford, Kent ME70 7BT 
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Goa - both relaxation and seclusion 



TRAVEL REVIEW: Goa 

By Keetey BoLger 


I T’S dark and I only manage to 
snatch glimpses of coconut trees 
and the grand white balconies 
which nod to the state’s colonial 
Portuguese past. 

“Goa is not like anywhere else in 
India,” says our driver proudly. “It 
moves at its own pace.” 

It’s not the first time I’ve heard 
about Goa’s famous gear switch - 
quite a contrast to the rest of India. 

It has a reputation for attracting 
laidback hippies on yoga retreats and 
budget travellers seeking cheap mas¬ 
sages on the beach. But I’m not a 
backpacker or a lover of lazing on 
beaches, so how do I fit into all of this? 
Quite easily, it turns out. 
Relaxation is the order of the day 
across the south of India’s smallest 
and richest state, and wellbeing is a 
key focus for the Park Hyatt and The 
Leela, the first two hotels I stay in 
during my break. 

Away from the honeymoon hordes 
and the busy hippy paradise of the 
north, hotels like this are helping to 
re-position Goa as a luxury beach 
destination. Both properties have en¬ 
viable access to gloriously quiet and 
unspoilt stretches. 

Of course, there are things to do; you 
can jet ski, have Goan cookery lessons 
or play tennis. But when the coastline is 
this beautiful and peaceful, it feels 
churlish to practise my serves. 

Nestled in our sun-loungers, my 
husband and I sip surprisingly deli¬ 
cious salty lime sodas, breaking up 
the day with ungainly hops into the 
Arabian Sea, after scorching our feet 
on the sand to do so. 

Winter is in full swing back home, 
so dipping into sea water in 32C heat 
feels strange, when just a day ago, we 
were snivelling into our scarves at 
the airport. But it’s not long before we 


adjust to the sultry weather and settle 
into our Goan rhythm. 

Indeed, it’s hard not to feel relaxed 
when the days fall into a happy pat¬ 
tern of swims, fresh fish curry and 
lolling in the sun. 

A hefty gin and tonic from a nearby 
beach shack sets the mood as we 
watch people paragliding along the 
coastline, while the sky turns pink. 

“Great view from the office,” I say to 
the owner of the beach shack. 


“It’s like this every night,” he re¬ 
plies with a smile. 

After all my idling on the beach, I 
decide to turn down the dial from ‘re¬ 
laxed’ to ‘positively horizontal’ with a 
trip to the Park Hyatt’s spa. 

There, a cashew nut ritual awaits 
me. The therapist promises me a ho¬ 
listic retreat from the world where my 
body will be nourished and my mind 
relaxed. I’m intrigued to see how 
that’s possible, given my already 


blissed-out state. After a sauna and 
shower, my feet are buffed and soaked 
and I’m scrubbed all over with the 
spa’s oily cashew product to gently 
exfoliate my skin, before being 
wrapped up and massaged. 

A head massage with the cashew oil 
follows, as does another steam, a show¬ 
er and another massage. When my 
time is up, I’m helped into a fluffy robe 
and given a cashew nectar drink to sip 
while I ‘adjust’ to my surroundings. 


TRAVEL FACTS 


:: Keeley Bolger was a guest 
of The Goa Experience 
(goaexperience.co.uk; 01489 
866 986) who offers tailor- 
made seven-night holidays to 
Goa from £l,299pp, including 
luxury hotel accommodation 
with breakfast, private 
transfers and flights from 
Gatwick. 


As morning routines go, this is one 
I could certainly get used to. 

To combat all this lazing around, I 
opt for an energetic morning yoga 
session the following day, at our new 
digs in The Leela. 

I’ve never practised yoga outdoors 
before, but The Leela makes a con¬ 
vincing case for doing so. Surrounded 
by trees dappled by the morning sun, 
the yoga pavilion is an appropriately 
tranquil spot. 

More medicinal than the classes 
I’ve attended at home, the session fo¬ 
cuses on re-setting the balance of the 
body and mind. 

For a final blast of tranquility, the 
Nilaya Hermitage boutique hotel in 
the tiny village of Arpora in north 
Goa takes some beating. 

Unlike our previous hotels, the Nilaya 
isn’t on the coast. Instead, it’s tucked 
away in the hilltops, overlooking the 
bustling beaches of the Baga resort. 

Although only a few miles away 
from the lively weekend market, the 
hilltop location and winding roads 
mean that getting out of the Nilaya 
requires transport and planning. 

I love exploring new areas, but 
can’t resist sitting by the pool with a 
fresh vat of coconut water. 

I enthusiastically book myself an 
Ayurvedic massage, hoping to boost 
my levels of calm before heading 
home. 


Film Review by Damon Smith 




THE BIG SHORT 

(15, 130 mins) Comedy/Drama 

A FOOL and his hard-earned 
money are soon parted and in 
2008, many of us turned out to be 
unwitting fools when the mortgage 
crisis in America catalysed the 
collapse of financial institutions, 
resulting in an ice age of global 


austerity that has yet to thaw. 

Bankers were demonised, 
political establishment passed 
bucks as if they were handling 
red-hot potatoes and hard-working 
families paid an eye-watering 
price. 

The Wall Street meltdown doesn’t 
sound like ripe fruit for a cocktail of 
potty-mouthed hilarity and 
heartbreaking drama, but Adam 
McKay, director of the Anchorman 
films, begs to differ. 

Stepping away from the dim- 
witted Will Ferrell comedies that 
have made his name, McKay draws 
inspiration from Michael Lewis’ 
non-fiction account of the housing 
and credit bubble to dramatise the 
incredible true story of the men 
who made a killing by wagering 
against the US economy. 

“While the whole world was 
having a big ol’ party, a few 
outsiders and weirdos saw what no 
one else could,” explains sharp- 


suited narrator, Jared Vennett (Ryan 
Gosling), a bond salesman at 
Deutsche Bank with a keen nose for 
profits. 

He is our wise-cracking guide to 
this high-pressure world of bulls, 
bears and multi-million dollar 
trades. 

However, Jared is not the first 
person to spot impending doom. 

That honour goes to quixotic 
hedge fund manager Michael 
Burry (Christian Bale). 

“It’s a time bomb... and I want to 
short it,” Burry informs his incredu¬ 
lous boss (Tracy Letts) and bets 
against the housing market. 

Jared gets wind of the deal and 
follows suit, drawing in deeply 
cynical hedge fund manager Mark 
Baum (Steve Carell) and his team: 
Danny Moses (Rafe Spall), Porter 
Collins (Hamish Linklater) and 
Vinnie Daniel (Jeremy Strong). 

Inexperienced investors Charlie 
Geller (John Magaro) and Jamie 


Shipley (Finn Wittrock) use 
personal ties to retired banker Ben 
Rickert (Brad Pitt) to orchestrate 
their own high-risk bets as financial 
authorities ignore warning signs 
and Lehman Brothers prepares to 
fall. 

The Big Short is a blisteringly 
funny and provocative portrait of 
irresponsibility, fraud and gaudy 
excess, brought vividly to life by a 


superb ensemble cast. 

Carell and Bale shine brightest 
in the glittering firmament, 
imbuing their socially awkward 
oddballs with vulnerability, guilt 
and regret. 

We might not always keep up 
with McKay’s dazzling film and its 
rapid-fire, whipsmart dialogue, but 
by the end credits, we’re not far 
behind. 
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HORIZONS: Garden enthusiasts are combining their love plants and gardens with their love of travel... why not visit Dyrham Park, Gloucestershire? 

ancy taking a gardening holiday? 


By Hannah Stephenson 

editorial@kosmedia.c.uk 


G ARDEN enthusiasts 
wanting to broaden their 
horticultural horizons 
can now travel the world 
for inspiration, as compa¬ 
nies offer holidays which take in eve¬ 
rything from gourmet gardens to 
flower and fruit festivals, plant collec¬ 
tions, ecological insights, alpine at¬ 
tractions and botanical wonders. 

Think about exactly what you 
want from a garden holiday before 
booking it, RHS director general Sue 
Biggs advises. 

“Would you like to visit formal gar¬ 
dens or would you prefer to see plants 
in their natural habitat? Would you 
like an expert RHS host on the tour as 
well as the tour manager? Is it just the 
horticulture you’re interested in, or 
would you prefer to combine it with a 
city, or a national park... or even a 
vineyard or two with some wine-tast¬ 
ing, as on our South African and 
Loire tours?” 

Visits to the French Riviera could 
take in the Menton Lemon Festival in 
February and the International Rose 
Festival in Grasse in May. Just check 
that the tour you book has been timed 
to coincide with the right seasons in the 
destination and what will be in flower. 

Among the companies offering the 
most diverse range of garden adven¬ 
tures, Boxwood Tours (www.box- 
woodtours.co.uk) has packages and 
bespoke holidays which often include 
access to gardens not normally open 
to the public, featuring meetings with 
garden owners and head gardeners 
wherever possible. It can also arrange 
garden tours for couples and small 


parties to many garden-rich areas of 
Britain and Europe. 

Specialist Susan Worner (www.su- 
sanwornertours.com) will be run¬ 
ning the green season safari to 
Northern Namibia and the Okavango 
Delta in Botswana in March, explor¬ 
ing spring gardens in Italy and has 
the Atlas Mountains and desert of 
Morocco as a new destination this 
year. Small groups, well-researched 


itineraries and private, tailor-made 
tours are key to its success. 

Closer to home, this year marks 
300 years since the birth of Lancelot 
‘Capability’ Brown, one of Britain’s 
best-known landscape gardeners. 

To celebrate the anniversary, Farm 
Stay UK (www.farmstay.co.uk) - spe¬ 
cialist in farm-based accommodation 
across the UK - has launched a Capa¬ 
bility Brown accommodation collec¬ 


tion and Garden Trail for 2016. 

The collection highlights the 300+ 
accommodation options on sites 
within 15 miles of a Brown garden or 
landscape, while the week-long self- 
drive trail shows garden lovers how 
to combine stays at quaint rural B&Bs 
with visits to some of the big names in 
Brown’s garden portfolio. 

The RHS is also paying tribute to 
Capability Brown, who changed the 


face of 18th century England, design¬ 
ing country estates and mansions, 
moving hills and creating lakes. 

The RHS has teamed up with gar¬ 
den specialists Brightwater Holidays 
to bring a selection of RHS Garden 
Holidays (www.rhsgardenholidays. 
com) both at home and abroad, as 
well as cruises with a horticultural 
slant. More exotic trips include a bo¬ 
tanical adventure in Chile. 
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Send us your views. 

Write to: Kent House, 

81 Station Road, Ashford, 
TN23 1PP 

Email: 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 

Twitter: 

@kosmedia 


Thanet hurt by 
hospital trauma 


ONCE again we hear the Medway 
Maritime Hospital (MMH) has been 
found by the Care Quality Commis¬ 
sion (COC) to be inadequate, 
particularly in the A&E department 
- even after being given an extra 
£13 million pounds to help towards 
its improvement (KoS, 10.01). 

Believe it or not, this hospital along 
with the William Harvey Hospital at 
Ashford, was designated to become a 
‘trauma unit’ serving amongst 
others, the people of Thanet. 

Both EKHUFT (East Kent 
Hospitals University Foundation 
Trust) and TCCG (Thanet Clinical 
Commissioning Group) seem 
happy for this situation to remain. 
There are no apparent plans to 
re-designate a different hospital. 

Meanwhile, people in Thanet, a 
recognised deprived area, have to 
pay more to access their healthcare 
because very much of it is done 
outside the area, mainly at the 
William Harvey and may even be 
done at the Medway Maritime. You 
couldn’t make it up, could you? 

Betty Renz, 
via email 

Tackling issue of 
foreign drivers 

SO ‘foreigners’ are getting away 
with motoring fines and some 
readers have wished for more 
cooperation between EU countries 
to claw back those fines (Letters, 
last week). But, what is the other 
side of the story? 

Nearly every month there is 
some scandal where councils have 
wrongly issued fines, or somebody 
has taken the police to court and 
proved their innocence for a 
speeding fine. 

When found out ‘officialdom’ 
might put their hands up and admit 
they were wrong in that one case, 
but let similar alleged offences to 
illegally stand and allow other 
drivers with fines/points go 
un-rescinded. So how possibly 
would foreign drivers get refunded? 

If you got a speeding/parking 
ticket from some village you could 
not recall in say the south of 
France, would you travel all the 
way back and try to defend 
yourself, in a language you could 
not speak, in a total alien judiciary 
system and laws as complicated 
and complex as ours? Easy to 
target ‘foreigners’ for easy fine 
money, when they have little 
chance of defending themselves. 

Other countries suffer the same 
problems as us, corrupt officialdom 


LETTER OF THE WEEK 
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Long list of why we 
should get out of EU 


REASONS to exit the European 
Union? (KoS, 17.01) -1 feel like a 
kiddy in a sweet shop! 

How about the EU Court of 
Human Rights costing us £2 
million-plus to house and give 
legal aid to Abu Hamza, plus 
£33,800 a year benefits for his 
family, so he could block roads 
and preach our death and 
destruction? 

How about the more than 
1,500 foreign rapists, murderers 
and paedophiles, claiming being 
sent home would breach their 
human rights? And I could go on. 

How about the EU procurement 
process, which meant steel 
contracts were given to Poland 
and Spain, for inferior steel to 
build the new ‘cracking up’ Forth 
Road bridge, while Tata steel was 
less than 40 miles away? 

What about Bombardier losing 
1,400 jobs because of contracts 
awarded to Germany, for the same 
reason? 

How about us losing the right to 

and the demand to meet ‘targets’. 

I think of the Dartford Crossing 
being a good example. Foreigners 
coming across from Dover/ 
Channel Tunnel onto a toll free 
motorways do not realise that the 
short Dartford Crossing is tolled 
and if they did; how to pay? What 
information is available? Certainly 
there is not much at the crossing to 
say it is any different from say 
crossing the M2 Medway bridge. 

Yet, some demand we chase these 
foreigners up and fine them for non 
payment. Even the official govern¬ 
ment website is only in English. 
With EU governments spending 


fish in our own waters; one 
fisherman given an allowance of 
half a cod? 

Lowestoft, Grimsby and other 
traditional fishing towns brought 
to their knees. 

Talking of ‘brought to their 
knees’, Greece made a basket case 
thanks to EU stupidity and 
intransigence over the Euro, 
costing the rest of us billions that 
could been better used. 

Or the £55m a day cost, or the 
mass immigration, or the £933 
extra a year we pay on our bills? 
Having to get approval from 27 
other countries with their own 
selfish interests before we can do 
anything? 

The EU banning of river 
dredging contributing to flooding? 

It’s a long and very depressing 
list of the madness our ‘wee 
timerous beasties’ haven’t the 
balls to do anything about, so the 
only answer is exit. 

Phil Granger 
West Mailing 

millions of pounds trying to 
demonize car ownership and 
trying to make driving as un-pleas- 
ant as possible, let us not help them 
in their endeavours, what ever 
country we happen to be born in. 

Terry Hudson, 
Whitstable 

We need third 
crossing now 

I DO so agree with John Baker 
about the Dartford Crossing 
(Letters, 10.01). 


We should have had a third 
crossing years ago as it was 
already obvious when the QEII 
Bridge was being built it was never 
going to be enough, especially now 
with lorries coming up from the 
Channel Tunnel. 

My son-in-law has to regularly 
use the crossing and has said 
removing the toll booths has not 
made a scrap of difference. 

I do understand and sympathise 
with people near Gravesend and 
that they are concerned over their 
greenery and woodland but before 
long there will be no choice. 

There is definitely no room in 
Dartford for another crossing so it is 
utterly ridiculous to push for one there. 

This county is not really built to 
take all the traffic that is now 
expected to go on it. 

SJ Kemp, 

New Ash Green 

Let rich pay to 
help the horses 

WITH the RSPCA in Kent having to 
cope with the distressing crisis of 
horses who have been left for dead 
by the roadside to die (KoS, last 
week), the rich and the superrich of 
the county should help. 

They could spare a chunk of their 
fortune in donations to ensure that 
these beautiful animals are rescued 
from this situation. 

Rosie Johnston, 
Ightham 

Trade means it’s 
time to leave 


THE EU referendum is of para¬ 
mount importance for our future 
and our democracy. 

So why are our politicians 
playing games rather than laying 
out all the figures, for both sides of 
the argument, so that we may 
make an informed decision? 

Our negative balance of trade 
with the EU guarantees an 
excellent free trade agreement if 
“the leave” vote wins and as it 
stands - we must leave. 

Edward La Coste, 
Lamberhurst 

Bowie: Gone but 
not forgotten 

THANK you for your coverage of 
David Bowie last weekend - he was 
and remains a truly inspiring 
figure. 

T James, 
Tonbridge 


Please include your name and 
address, although these will be 
withheld in exceptional 
circumstances, and a daytime 
phone number for verification 
(this will not be published). We 
reserve the right to edit all letters. 


KOS 10 GUIDING PRINCIPLES 


AS part of our commitment to providing the 
best service to you, we have produced our 10 
guiding principles 
Kent on Sunday will: 

1) Be available in every postcode in Kent. 

2) Be fair, accurate and balanced. 

3) Be written in clear, concise English. 


4) Not be overly sensational. 

5) Have a sense of humour. 

6) Have an easily understood division 
between news, comment and advertising. 

7) Seek to celebrate as well as constructively 
criticise. 

8) Highlight topical issues of concern to 


people living in the county 

9) Spotlight individual cases which raise 
broader concerns. 

10) Champion causes that it feels are 
important to the well-being of the county and 
its people. 

We hope you enjoy Kent on Sunday. 
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FENSA 


EST. 1986 


All work fully guaranteed for 10 years and insurance backed 
No deposit required. Payment on complete satisfaction 
WINDOWS • DOORS • CONSERVATORIES 

FOR FREE QUOTATION RING 01795 661616 


Composite and Bi-fold Doors, Fascia, Soffit and Gutter Replacement 

Repair Service Available | finesse.87@virgin.net 

www.finessewindowsandconservatories.com 
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WALK 




By Steve Loader 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 



HALO EFFECT: 

watch out for the 
124 Spider... 
reviving a FIAT 
star of the 1960s 


ADDING TO 500: 

the 50 OX has 
given entry to the 
crossover sector 



is eniovina its 


dividend 


BRAND UPDATE: Italian marque has soared with the number 500 and will 
add to that with halo and hatchback arrivals this year... 


» Read more of Steve’s 
motoring reviews in... 

Kent Life 


ii For more cars visit 

drive24.co.uk 

Powered by mOTORS 




F IAT has revived its fortunes over the 
past few years, and it’s down to the 
number 500 or cinquecento. 

The retro supermini of 2007 not 
only echoed the styling of the 
1957-vintage Nuova 500 - itself helping FIAT to 
new heights during a production run lasting 
nearly two decades - but also reiterated the 
Italian marque’s brilliance in small car design, 
dating back to the original 1936 500 Topolino. 

Since the modern 500 arrived, the same 
number has also been applied to a series of funky 
and practical MPVs - the 500L series - and a 
classy crossover, the 500X. 

Backed by financial wherewithal derived from 
the 500, FIAT has also taken over and revitalised 
the American Chrysler group, looks to have 
finally come to grips with restoring Alfa Romeo 
to its rightful position as a premium sporting 
car brand, and is now addressing two further 
issues. 

The first is the creation of a true halo car and 
the other is finding a big brother to the 500 to 
attack the VW Golf, Ford Focus and Vauxhall 
Astra. 

The former task seems settled: FIAT has looked to 
its glorious past again and recreated its beautiful 
1960s roadster, the 124 Spider, by basing it on 


Mazda’s latest and possibly greatest MX-5. 

Using the Mazda’s legendary chassis and 
balance, but an elegant bespoke design and 
FIAT group engines, the ‘Nuova’ Spider should 
be a winner when it appears mid-year. 

Arriving at about the same time, the new 
hatchback is tipped to revive the Tipo name 


applied to FIAT’s lacklustre 1988 contender in 
the same class. 

It will be a belated replacement for the Bravo, 
itself a namesake for a previous effort in the 
same territory. But if Tipo fails again, FIAT 
might have to revive Strada or even Mirafiori as 
possible names... or add something to 500. 
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Mazda2... just too much for most rivals 


Classy Japanese supermini offers premium brand values and eco savings at 
mainstream prices, all packaged with great sporting style, writes Steve Loader... 


A T the risk of sounding 
like an old fashioned 
long-playing record, 
Mazda hasn’t released a 
duff track lately. 

I wrote glowing reports on three 
new models last year - the Mazda2 
supermini, CX-3 junior crossover/ 
SUV and the latest MX-5 - and the 
rest of the running order doesn’t 
reveal a duffer either. 

I’ve also just returned to the most 
junior, the Mazda2, and now fear my 
initial enthusiasm wasn’t praisewor¬ 
thy enough. 

It’s great to drive, looks slick, and 
is advanced enough to deliver high 
power to weight, great economy and 
low emissions. I just don’t under¬ 
stand why they are not flying out of 
the showrooms even if prices (from 
£11,995) are slightly higher than 
some rivals. 

Its looks echo the Kodo design 
language that both harmonizes yet 
makes the Mazda line-up stand out 
in the market. 

But even this might not have 
helped the ‘2’ in a market segment 
where compactness can suggest 
pudginess. Mazda’s answer was an 
80mm longer wheelbase than before 
plus 140mm extra length. 

This also makes for a big cabin, 
seating five easily and oozing 



premium-ness - an impression 
upheld on the move. 

Mazda has avoided big spending 
on blue sky technologies, recogniz¬ 
ing that industry pioneers must 
recoup investment by licensing any 
successes anyway. The brand has 
concentrated instead on its homeg¬ 
rown Skyactiv suite of current 


technologies to deliver weight-sav¬ 
ing, better aerodynamics, and more 
eco-friendly and economical yet 
powerful engines. 

The 2’s new 1.5-litre petrol engine is 
not turbocharged, yet it’s sporty and 
free-revving with excellent economy 
and low emissions - the unit is 
available with 75PS (74bhp), 9 OPS and 


115PS outputs and five or six-speed 
manual gearboxes, or a six-speed auto. 
There’s a 105PS 1.5-litre diesel too, 
which I’ve yet to drive. 

The chassis is exemplary: sporty, 
but without the teeth-rattling that 
afflicts some tautly set-up 
superminis. 

Not only does the car feel secure on 


Mazda2 1.5 90ps 
Sport Nav 

Price: from £15,395 

Driving appeal: 

★★★★★ 

Image: 

★★★★★ 

Space: 

★★★★★ 

Value: 

★★★★★ 

Running costs: 

★★★★★ 

How green?: 

★★★★ 

Best rival: 

Ford Fiesta 


tight corners but there is little lean 
either, thanks to a body and chassis 
structure making generous use of 
lighter ultra-high tensile steels. 

Admittedly, the newcomer can 
sound slightly ‘busy’ when you do 
exploit the peppy engine and chassis, 
but it’s easily forgivable when there is 
so much to like - and all affordable. 

The test car was a 90PS 1.5 petrol 
with upmarket Sport Nav spec 
(£15,395), but you don’t need to go 
so upmarket; this is a well-made 
small car with generous trimmings. 

I particularly like the no-nonsense 
dashboard; I have a beef about 
manufacturers channelling too 
many car controls through the 
touchscreen, but Mazda’s MZD 
Connect system concentrates on 
audio and nav tasks and leaves 
heating/climate to three simple 
knobs just below the facia - why 
can’t everyone do that? 


NEW 



THE ICON 

RELOADED 

We’ve made the new Fiat 500 
even more quintessential^ 500. 
Dapper patterned front grille, 
dazzling front lights, red hot 
halo-style rear lights and radio 
with USB and Aux-in connectivity 
are amongst many screamingly 
stylish touches. And we’ve made 
it even easier to get one too. 
Have a look at the table below. 
You’ll find it’s a cut above. 



LISHLY 

CUT 


_0J 

a 

E 


CD 


CD 

C 

CD 

CD 

Cl 

CD 

QL 


NORTHGATE CANTERBURY, 1 WESTMINSTER ROAD, CANTERBURY, KENT CT1 1 YY. 
TEL: 0 1 227 8 28200 W W W. N 0 R T H G AT E - G R 0 U P. C 0 . U K 


Fuel consumption figures for new Fiat 500 range in mpg (1/100km): Urban 51.4 (5.5) - 68.9 (4.1); Extra Urban 65.7 (4.3) - 94.2 (3.0); Combined 60.1 (4.7) - 83.1 (3.4). 

CO 2 emissions 110 — 88 g/km. Fuel consumption and C0 2 figures based on standard EU tests for comparative purposes and may not reflect real driving results. Promotion available on new Fiat 500 Pop 1.2 Series 4 
models registered from 5th January to 31st March 2016. Fiat Deposit Contribution only available in conjunction with Fiat i-Deal PCP. With Fiat i-Deal you have the option to return the vehicle and not pay the final payment, subject 
to the vehicle not having exceeded an agreed annual mileage (a charge of 6p per mile for exceeding 6,000 miles per annum in this example) and being in good condition. Finance subject to status. Guarantees may be required. 

Terms and Conditions apply. At participating dealers only. Fiat Financial Services, PO BOX 4465, Slough, SL1 0RW. We work with a number of creditors including Fiat Financial Services. 

14374 
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FIAT 500 POP 1.2 

On the Road Price 

£10,890 

Optional Final Payment (incl. £10 fee) 

£4,348 

Fiat Deposit Contribution 

£500 

Total Amount Payable by Customer 

£10,852 

Customer Deposit 

£1,500 

Duration of Contract 

37 months 

Amount of Credit 

£8,890 

Rate of Interest (Fixed) 

2.23% 

Monthly Payment 

£139 

Representative 2.3% APR 
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GO TO TOWN 



£119 PER MONTH 

0%APR* 

With a £500 Mazda Deposit Contribution 



Book a test drive 0 today, call us on 01227 783400 

Canterbury Mazda 

Vauxhall Road, Canterbury, Kent, CT11HD 
01227 783400 www.canterbury-mazda.co.uk 


36 Monthly Payments of 
Customer Deposit 
Optional Final Payment 
Annual Mileage 

Mazda Personal Contract Purchase 


The official fuel consumption figures in mpg (l/100km) for the all-new Mazda2 range: 

Urban 43.5 (6.5) - 74.3 (3.8). Extra Urban 68.9 (4.1) - 88.3 (3.2). Combined 56.5 (5.0) - 83.1 (3.4). C0 2 emissions (g/km) 117 - 89. 

The mpg figures guoted are sourced from official EU-regulated test results obtained through laboratory testing. These are provided for comparability purposes only and may not reflect your actual driving results. 

Retail sales only, subject to vehicle availability for vehicles registered between 22.12.15 and 31.03.16 at participating dealers. T&C apply. *0% APR Mazda Personal Contract Purchase available on all all-new Mazda2 models over 24, 30 or 36 months with no minimum deposit reguired. At the 
end of the agreement there are 3 options: (i) Renew: Part exchange the vehicle, (ii) Retain: Pay the Optional Final Payment to own the vehicle or (iii) Return the vehicle. Further charges may be made subject to the condition or mileage of the vehicle. Excess mileage charge of 14.9p per mile 
applies. You will not own the vehicle until all payments are made. Finance subject to status, 18s or over. Guarantee/indemnity may be required. Mazda Financial Services RH11SR. Model shown: all-new Mazda2 75ps SE, OTR from £11,995. Model shown features optional Soul Red Metallic paint 
(£650). OTR price includes VAT, number plates, delivery, 12 months' road fund licence, first registration fee, 3 year or 60,000 mile warranty and 3 years' European Roadside Assistance. °Test drives subject to applicant status and availability. Details correct at time of going to print. Not 
available in conjunction with any other offer unless specified. 

John Parker & Son Limited, trading as Canterbury Mazda Mazda is a credit broker not a lender for this financial promotion. We can introduce you to a limited number of carefully selected finance providers and may receive a commission from them for the introduction. 



Test Drive the possio 


Motorline Hyundai - Maidstone 

Bircholt Road, MAIDSTOnE ME15 9XY 

01622 616385 I http://www.hyundai.co.uk/dealer/motorline-maidstone 

Driveline Limited, trading as Driveline Limited. 



HYurmm 


nEWTHinKinG. 
nEW POSSIBILITIES. 


© 

EURD2016 


Fuel consumption MPG (l/100km) for Hyundai range: Urban 18.0 (15.7) - 80.7 (3.5), Extra Urban 32.8 (8.6) - 94.2 (3.0), Combined 25.2 (11.2) - 88.3 (3.2), C02 Emissions 261 
- 84 g/km. Fuel consumption: figures shown are based on official EU test figures. These are to be used as a guide for comparative purposes and may not reflect all driving 
results. Business users only. Contract hire offers for business users for i30 5dr SE 1.6 CRDi HOPS Blue Drive, figure based on a non-maintenance contract hire package with advance rental of E762+VAT, then 35 
monthly rentals of E127+VAT. Excess annual miles over 10,000 charged at 5.91 ppm. i30 Tourer SE 1.6 CRDi HOPS Blue Drive, figure based on a non-maintenance contract hire package with advance rental of E810+VAT, then 
35 monthly rentals of E135+VAT. Excess annual miles over 10,000 charged at 5.91 ppm. For orders received between 1st January and 31st March 2016, subject to availability, status and agreement. Guarantee/ indemnity may 
be required. Prices and details are subject to change without notice. Free metallic paint is only available in conjunction with Hyundai Contract Hire offer and applies to selected models only. For full specification, wear and 
tear provisions and other T&Cs see Hyundai Contract Hire Master Agreement and your local Dealer. ALD Automotive Ltd., t/a Hyundai Contract Hire, BS16 3JA. 5 Year Unlimited Mileage Warranty terms and exclusions apply. 
Please see www.hyundai.co.uk or ask your local Dealer. 

Driveline Limited, trading as Driveline Limited are a credit broker (not a lender) for the purposes of this financial promotion and can introduce you to a limited number of carefully selected finance providers and may receive a commission 
from them for the introduction. You will not own the vehicle until all payments are made. 
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holidays 


Call 

01895 833333 

for bookings 
and information 


Holidays offered by 
GN Holidays 
& Voyages 

Higher Denham, 
Uxbridge UB9 5EL 
ABTA NoY0291 -ATOL9362 
info@gnvoyages.co.uk 
www.gnholidays.com 
www.gnvoyages.co.uk 

Open 9am to 5.30pm weekdays 
9.30am to 12.30pm 
Saturdays 

Closed Bank Holiday weekends. 


#ABTA 





Free Drinks 
Private Charter 
Entertainment 
Over 40s only 


FULL BOARD 
PLUS FROM 


4-star Brahms Rhine in Flames & 
Moselle River Cruise 

Escorted Holiday by Rail or Air 

31 August, 2016 - Quote RN8 

This fabulous cruise takes in the Rhine and Moselle Rivers, Bingen's wine 
festival and fireworks display, captivating scenery, picturesque towns and 
more. If all of this is not enough, add the 4-star MPS Johannes Brahms, 
providing just 80 guests with a friendly crew, great food, superb service, 
entertainment and spacious en-suite cabins - all with picture windows. With 
visits to Cologne, Andernach, Rudesheim, Bingen, Cochem and Boppard, this 
is a magical voyage that will stay in your memory for years to come. 
INCLUDED: Escorted return rail travel from London St Pancras or Ebbsfleet to 
Brussels and coach to Cologne or return flights with luggage from a choice of UK 
airports to Cologne - supp't may apply • 7-night full board cruise sharing a twin 
bed, main deck rear cabin - upgrades available • Beer, wine by the glass, and soft 
drinks served at lunch and dinner and from 6pm to midnight at the bar 
• Entertainment ‘Transfers abroad • GN Cruise Team on board 


Dutch Bulbfields & Amsterdam 
River Cruise 

Escorted Holiday by Rail or Air 

25 April, 2016* Quote: BD4 

Join us on this exclusive river cruise on board the MV Prinses Christina. A visit 
to Holland in springtime is a feast for the senses as the gardens and fields are 
full to bursting with flowers. The highlight is an included visit to Keukenhof 
Gardens with its magnificent floral displays. There is time to explore the 
canals, museums and flower markets of Amsterdam, plus Enkhuisen and 
Hoorn. 

INCLUDED : Escorted return rail travel from London or Ebbsfleet to Brussels and 
coach to Amsterdam or return flights with luggage from a choice of UK airports to 
Amsterdam - supp't may apply • 4-nights full board cruise sharing a twin bed 
outside cabin on Cabin Deck - upgrades available • Beer, wine by the glass, and soft 
drinks served at lunch and dinner and from 6pm to midnight at the bar • Visit to 
Keukenhof Gardens • Entertainment ‘Transfers abroad • GN Cruise Team on board 


Amsterdam to Bruges - 5 Cities & 2 
Kingdoms - River Cruise 

Escorted Holiday by Rail or Air 

19 September, 2016* Quote: AB9 

This exciting new river cruise takes in five cities and two kingdoms. Join us on 
board our private charter of MPS Princess with great food and service and a fun 
and friendly atmosphere. We start in Amsterdam and have a full day and two 
evenings to explore before sailing to Kinderdijk, which has 19 windmills and a 
landscape straight from a Rembrandt masterpiece before heading for a 
harbour cruise in Rotterdam. Sailing into Belgium, we visit the city of Antwerp - 
the diamond capital - and the stunning architecture of Ghent before arriving in 
Bruges with a full day and two evenings in this beautiful town before returning 
to the UK. 

INCLUDED: Escorted return rail travel from London St Pancras or Ebbsfleet to 
Brussels and coach to Amsterdam or return flights with luggage from a choice of UK 
airports to Amsterdam - supp't may apply • 7 nights semi-all-inclusive cruise on the MPS 
Princess sharing a twin river-view rear cabin on Main Deck - upgrades available 

• Beer, wine, & soft drinks served at lunch and dinner and from 6pm to midnight at the 
bar • Morning and afternoon coffee/tea and pastries • Buffet breakfasts and lunches 

• Dinner served at your table - 4 courses • Late night snacks • Captain's dinner - 5 courses 

• Entertainment ‘Transfers abroad • GN Cruise Team on board 


4-star Rembrandt Rhine in Flames 
& Moselle River Cruise 

Escorted Holiday by Rail or Air 

22 September, 2016 • Quote RR9 

Join us for a scenic, fun-packed cruise onboard the 4-star mps Rembrandt Van 
Rijn taking in Cologne, Koblenz, Cochem, Zell, Rudesheim and Boppard, where 
you'll see the Rhine in Flames festival. Originally held to celebrate the grape 
harvest, this spectacular pyrotechnics show also features an illuminated flotilla 
of riverboats. Also enjoy the Boppard Wine Festival featuring wines from local 
vineyards, live music and entertainment. 

INCLUDED: Escorted return rail travel from London St Pancras or Ebbsfleet to 
Brussels and coach to Cologne or return flights with luggage from a choice of UK 
airports to Cologne - supp't may apply • 7 nights full board cruise sharing a twin 
outside main deck rear cabin - upgrades available • Beer, wine and soft drinks with 
lunch and dinner and from 6pm to midnight at the bar • Captains Dinner 
• Entertainment • Transfers abroad • GN Cruise Team on board 
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A buyer’s 
guide 


VIVARO 


warranty a 


ROADSIDE 

ASSISTANCE 


FREE SERVICING 

0^ ^PP 20% deposit 


Representative 


plus full VAT* 


GO VAUXHALL 

COMMERCIAL 

VEHICLES 

www.govauxhall.co.uk 


Beckenham Van Centre Croydon Wimbledon 

Chaffinch Business Park, 218 Purley Way, 80 Plough Lane, 
Croydon Road Surrey London 

BR3 4AA CR0 4XG SW17 0BW 

0203 284 5608 0203 284 5610 0203 284 5611 


Chislehurst 

Perry Street, 
Kent 

BR7 6HB 


Sevenoaks 

Mill Road, 
Kent, 

TN13 2UZ 


0203 284 5609 0173 242 3192 


Edenbridge 

Station Road, 
Kent 

TN86HL 

0173 242 3191 


Crawley 

Fleming Way, 
West Sussex 
RH10 9NS 

0129 376 4108 


BUILT TO PERFORM 


Vans load up record sales growth 


S ALES of commercial 
vehicles hit an 
all-time high in the 
UK last year, with the 
van sector leading 
the charge. 

The result was a 16.7 per 
cent surge to 423,894 units 
against commercial vehicle 
sales in 2014, with a record 
set for vans - 15.6 per cent 
higher at 371,830 registra¬ 
tions, and surpassing the 
previous best in 2007. 

The trend also shows that 
the market has not only 
recovered, but is now ahead of 
its pre-recession buoyancy. 

Industry body, the SMMT, 
attributes the particular demand 
in the van sector largely to the 
online shopping boom and 
manufacturers’ attractive finance 
deals. 

If you take the view - as many 
financial pundits do - that demand 
for vans is a barometer for the 
economic climate, then it’s also 
good news for the confidence and 
health of UK PLC. 

And a sharp contrast to the 
picture after the recession hit in 
2007, with registrations for vans 
- the oil on the wheels of British 
business, construction and 
manufacturing - plunging as 
operators sought desperately for 
economies, retaining and punish- 


ALL OPENINGS COVERED: the mid-size FIAT 
Scudo shows its loading versatility 


RENAULT 

FLAGSHIP: 

as the name 
implies, the 
Master heads 
the French 
marque’s van 
range 


ing vehicles by clocking up more 
miles than they would normally. 

However, this practice was also 
bound to accelerate recovery by 
creating a used van market full of 
tired stock that made it even more 
attractive for increasingly 
confident owners and operators to 
re-equip with new vehicles - and 
so the upward trend continues. 

■ Read on for tips on how to 
choose your next workhorse, plus 
a spotlight on the Vauxhall Vivaro 


Go Motor Retailing Limited trading as GO Vauxhall are acting as a credit broker and not a lender. We can introduce you to a limited number of finance providers, commission may be received. 

A 4 Years Warranty up to 100,000 miles. The warranty will expire when the vehicle has reached either 4 years or when the mileage limit has been exceeded, whichever occurs first. 4 Years Roadside Assistance provided by the AA including Roadside, Home Service, Relay, Onward Mobility and European 
Assistance. t4 Years Scheduled Servicing Free for up to a total mileage limit of 100,000 miles. Offer includes routine service parts and labour, but excludes wear and tear items and other maintenance items not covered under the routine service schedule. The offer includes Vauxhall’s standard Customer 
Care Commitment of a one-year unlimited mileage manufacturer’s warranty and a second and third year manufacturer’s warranty with a 100,000 mile limitation. Please note, the additional 1 year warranty applies to the base vehicle only. The warranty excludes wear and tear and serviceable items, and the 
vehicle has to be serviced in accordance with the manufacturer’s servicing schedule. The offer also includes Vauxhall’s standard Customer Care Commitment of 12 months Vauxhall Assistance from first registration. Ts&Cs apply, ask Retailer for details. ^Conditional sale. 4 Years 0% APR Representative 
with minimum 20% deposit (plus VAT on total transaction price). Finance provided by Vauxhall Finance, Cardiff, CF15 7YT. Subject to status, eligibility, terms and conditions. 18+. Available when purchasing a new commercial vehicle (excluding Movano Combi, Minibus and Trabus) ordered between 1 
January and 31 March 2016. All offers available to private individuals, Vauxhall Partners, and small businesses 1 -24 units (purchase only excluding B2B supported units). All other customers are excluded. Available at participating Retailers only, may not apply to all Retailer stock. Correct at time of going to print. 
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Vans getting savvy 



THREE TAKES 
ON KEEPING 
IT SMALL: the 

Citroen Nemo, Fiat 
Doblo and Renault 
Kangoo - the last 
is now offered with 
electric power 


B OXES on wheels they may be, but vans 
have become increasingly sophisticated 
lately. 

Operators have seen efficiencies and 
flexibility soar, while drivers have 
enjoyed better performance, refinement and safety. 

Load capacities have also grown, varying from 
as little as three cubic metres for a car-derived 
courier van, right up to a 17 cubic-metre delivery 
van. 

Access has improved too. Many larger vans have 
low floors in the driving compartment for easy 
access and most come with a sliding side door to 
ease loading, with many buyers taking the option 
of a second ‘slider’. There is now a usually a choice 
of side-opening twin rear doors or a high lift 
tailgate. 

Another recent option is the ‘Dualiner’, seating 
five yet still carrying cargo; ideal for companies 
needing to send a crew on the road plus gear, or 
the owner operator who carries tools and kit on 
weekdays and the family at weekends. 


vans are being sold differently too with tempting 
lease and purchase plans. 

Hi-tech powertrains - including emission-free 
electric vans like Renault’s Kangoo ZE - have 
created a niche for operators delivering in towns, 
but diesels are the dominant power source, 
offering economy and range, good low down 
pulling power, extended service periods, cheaper 
maintenance, and longer lasting parts. 

Six-speed manual gearboxes are the norm - two 
cogs better than a few years ago - but urban 
operators are turning to automatic, semi-automat¬ 
ic or clutch-less transmissions. 

These can usually be driven with manual 
selection anyway, but suit stop-start urban 
conditions where they can be as economical as a 
manual. 

For hilly and rural areas where weather can 
affect operations, some vans can be specified with 
a special traction control allowing the front-wheel 
drive vehicle to grip and manoeuvre like it has 
all-wheel drive - just what you need in tricky 




0% APR 

REPRESENTATIVE* 
WARRANTY /100,000 MILES 
ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE 
FREE SERVICING/80.000 MILES 


NEW DOBLO CARGO. 
EVERYTHING STARTS F 




NOISE 

REDUCTION 


. HIGHER 

TORQUE RESPONSE 


BEST IN CLASS 
CARGO CAPACITY 


BI-LINK REAR 
SUSPENSION 



NEW DOBLO CARGO. A BETTER WAY TO WORK. 





NORTHGATE GARAGE (CANTERBURY! LTD, NORTHGATE, CANTERBURY, KENT CT1 1FW. 
TEL: 01227 464100 WWW.NORTHGATE-GROUP.CO.UK 


CtfmnL-s! Fuel consumption figures for the Fiat Doblo Cargo 1.3 90 MultiJet II Euro 5+ in mpg (1/100km): Combined 56.5 (5.0), C0 2 emissions 133g/km. Euro 5+ with start/stop: 

58.9 (4.8), C0 2 emissions 126g/km. Fuel consumption and C0 2 figures based on standard EU tests for comparative purposes and may not reflect real driving results. FOR BUSINESS USERS ONLY. *0% APR representative Balloon Hire Purchase 
promotion for 48 months available on specific models. Finance subject to status. Guarantees may be required. Finance provided by Fiat Financial Services, PO Box 4465, Slough, SL1 0RW. The included Maximum Care 4 Years Warranty guarantees your vehicle 
against faulty materials and faulty workmanship during manufacture for a period of 48 months or 100,000 miles, whichever occurs first from the date of first registration in the UK. This excludes wear and tear items. Warranty is subject to exclusions. Terms and 
conditions apply. The included 4 Years Roadside Assistance consists of Fiat Professional Assistance Service, in the countries and according to the methods shown in the owner’s policy information, for a period of 48 months from date of first registration in the UK. 
Terms and conditions apply. The included Easycare 4 Years Free Servicing is for 4 years or 80,000 miles (whichever occurs first) and includes all services as per the manufacturer’s recommendations but excludes wear-and-tear items and other maintenance items 
not covered under the service schedule. Terms and conditions apply. The Maximum Care 4 years Warranty, Easycare 4 Years Free Servicing and 4 Years Roadside Assistance offers may be used in conjunction with Balloon Hire Purchase 0% APR for 48 months. 
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commercial VEHICLES 


For more cars visit 

drive24.co.uk 


w b mOTORS 

Search Smart. Buy Right .CO.Ilk 


Van of Hope and Glory 

Luton-built Vauxhall Vivaro must appeal to White Van 
Man’s patriotic streak as well as his love of simple comforts 
writes Steve Loader... 



2014, to be any different. 

There are also several body options 
before considering a bespoke add-on: 
short and long wheelbase and 
standard and high roof. Amazingly 
though, there is essentially just one 
powertrain: a 1.6-litre diesel with 
six-speed ‘box, but available in 
several power 


to expect 
the 

‘Mark 2’, 
launched in 


outputs. Economy unladen can be as 
good as 47.9mpg (combined). 

The test vehicle was a long 
wheelbase with 120bhp unit, 
moving the unladen Vivaro with zip 
and refinement, but featuring an 
‘eco’ button to keep you honest. 

And I proved an argument 
advanced at the start of this supple¬ 
ment: that vans 

even panel 
vans like the 
Vivaro 


mirror cars 
more and 


more. 

Apart 
from its 
bulk, the 
Vivaro felt 
nimble yet 
well-con¬ 
trolled on 
the bends 
and, while 
the expanse 
to the left of 


me was very 
un-carlike, the 
dashboard was 


V AN drivers love to wave 
the flag, whether it be a 
Cross of St George or the 
Union Flag. 

So Vauxhall’s Luton- 
built Vivaro panel van will appeal, 
especially as the sector-leading Ford 
Transit is no longer made here, and 
the Vivaro’s cloned sister, the 
Renault Trafic comes - not 
surprisingly, from across the 
Channel. 

But owners and 
operators should 
consider the Vivaro 
for more than 
patriotic 
reasons: its 
predeces¬ 
sor proved 
stylish 
and 
reliable 
and 
there’s 


Vauxhall Vivaro 
2900 1.6CDTi (120) 
ecoFLEXL2Hl 


Price: 

from £27,728 

Driving appeal: 

★★★★ 

Image: 

★★★★ 

Space: 

★★★★★ 

Value: 

★★★★★ 

Running costs: 

★★★★ 

How green?: 

★★★ 

Reliability: 

★★★★★ 



very familiar. 

Indeed, there were certain aspects 
I liked more than in some everyday 
cars, like the no-nonsense three-dial 
heater controls; White Van Man 
(WVM) doesn’t have the patience, 
and nor do I, to wander through 
layers of touchscreen twaddle to set 
the cab temperature at 21 centi¬ 
grade. If it’s too hot, quickly and 
directly whack the knob up a notch, 
too cold and... well, you get the 
picture. 

Similarly, I liked the steering 
column pod mounted radio controls; 
always in the same place, they make 
it easy to adjust volume and station 
- again, more direct than a 
touchscreen. 

Lots of stowage space is welcome: 
two lidded compartments on the 
passenger side, deep door pockets, 
plus a big dashtop bin, and plenty of 
room ahead for empty Coke tins and 
The Sun against the windscreen. 

WVM would also like the front 



doors on the Vivaro: opening to the 
first notch allows easy entry and exit 
in a confined space if you aren’t 
carrying anything, but the second 
notch swings the door really wide, 
for when you’ve something tucked 
under your arm or over-indulged on 
roadside ‘fat boy’ breakfasts. 

Of course, most cargo will reside in 
the back, so big easy-riding side 
sliders are welcome, while twin rear 
doors not only allow good access, but 
the right hander locks independently, 
for those occasional loads or ladders 
that need to poke out the left hand 
one. 


DURABLE 



CITROEN DISPATCH 



FROM ONLY £199 PER MONTH ON CONTRACT HIRE* 

This resilient, battle strong brute is actually a big softy on the inside. With touchscreen SmartNav as standard, air 
conditioning, 1 Bluetooth® system and USB socket, you've got all your creature comforts in a hard-hitting van. And with its 
easy-loading twin sliding side doors and 1200kg capacity, the Dispatch might just be the most versatile member of your army. 

CReATive TecHNOLOGie 


Awards 

2014 


n C A c«re*n.co.uk 



THAMES MOTOR GROUP 01892 549766 

NORTH FARM INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, TUNBRIDGE WELLS, KENT, TN2 3EY www.thamestunbridgeweUs.citroen.co.uk 
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U)J RENAULT 

\ / Passion for life 

January blues? 



Enjoy up to 25% off selected Renault vehicles. 

From 22-31 January. While stocks last. 


The official fuel consumption figures in mpg (1/100km) for the cars shown are: urban 41.5 (6.8)-83.1 (3.4); extra-urban 57.6 (4.9)-91.1 (3.1); combined 50.4 
(5.6)-88.3 (3.2). The official C0 2 emissions are 127-82g/km. EU Directive and Regulation 692/2008 test environment figures. Fuel consumption and C0 2 may 
vary with driving styles, road conditions and other factors. 

Up to 25% off (including VAT) is available to retail customers only on selected new vehicles (limited to specific Clio, Captur, Megane and Scenic models) available from existing stock. This offer cannot be used in conjunction with 
existing offers. Vehicle numbers are strictly limited and are subject to availability. Offer applies to new cars when ordered and registered between 22-31 January 2016. Contact your local dealer for details. 


MOTORLINE MAIDSTONE MOTORLINE CANTERBURY MOTORLINE ASHFORD 


Bircholt Road, Parkwood 
Maidstone ME15 9XY 
Tel 01622 616422 


Westminster Road 
Canterbury CT1 1YY 
Tel 01227 389706 


Hilton Road 
Ashford TN23 1EW 

Tel 01233 215630 www.motorline.co.uk/renault 


Book a test-drive 
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?Kent on Sunday 






co.uk 

IN-PAPER • ONLINE • ON MOBILE 


SET UP A" 
; JOB ALERT 
i TODAY 


Look local with 

g2ljP 


SENIOR REPORTER 

We are on the look out for a talented senior reporter to join our team working across Kent on 
Sunday, the Kentish Times series and our associated websites. 
You must possess a real flair for the written word, be full of ideas, and just as comfortable writing 
a 1,500-word in-depth news analysis piece as you are handling a breaking news story. 
The successful candidate should also have proven experience on local newspapers, 
and have NCE qualifications or equivalent experience. 
You must be prepared to work hard and hit our demanding deadlines. 

This is not a rple.for the faint-hearted. 

In exchange, you'll work for the award-winning Kent on Sunday newspaper, 
where the focus is firmly on quality journalism, in addition to the more traditional local 
newspaper titles, the Bromley Times, Bexley Times and The Reporter. 

These opportunities don't come around often. 

In exchange we offer a competitive salary, pension scheme, five weeks' annual leave 
and a host of other voluntary benefits. 
You will be based in our office in Ashford. It is essential you 
have a car and hold a full driver's licence. 
Please send your completed application form quoting the reference number: 
RL/EDT575/SRKOS/Jan 1 6 to londonrecruitment@archant.co.uk along with your CV and a covering letter 
explaining why you are suitable for the role and what you could bring to our news operation. 
Closing date for completed applications is Friday 26th January 2016 
Please note that if you have not been invited in for an interview within three weeks of the closing date, then 
you can assume on this occasion that your application has been unsuccessful. 

TRAINEE REPORTER 

A golden opportunity has arisen to join our hard-working news team to work across our range 
of titles, including Kent on Sunday, the Kentish Times series and their associated websites. 
We are seeking someone with a desperate desire to shine as an essential part of our news 
gathering team, with an appetite for getting the very best stories, an ability to come up with 
non-stop ideas, and a need to prove themselves in this highly competitive industry. 
The right candidate will be able to turn around crisp, informative and entertaining copy 
on everything from hard-hitting crime stories to in-depth features. 
We'll provide all the support and encouragement to develop your talents, paving the 
way for you to quickly rise up the ranks. 
You'll need to be able to perform under pressure, prioritise workloads, be an excellent 
communicator both verbally and with the written word, and be a team player. 
We would expect you to have your NCTJ preliminary certificate, have undertaken 
work experience placements and be hungry to prove yourself. 
iThese opportunities don't come around often. In exchange we offer a competitive salary, 
pension scheme, five weeks' annual leave and a host of other voluntary benefits. 
You will be based in our office in Ashford. It is essential you have a car and 
hold a full driver's licence. 
Please send your completed application form quoting the reference number: 
RL/EDT575/TRKOS/Jan 1 6 to londonrecruitment@archant.co.uk along with 
a covering letter explaining why you are suitable for the role ana what 
you could bring to our news operation. 
Closing date for completed applications is Friday 26th January 2016 
Please note that if you have not been invited in for an interview within three weeks of the closing date, then 
you can assume on this occasion that your application has been unsuccessful. 
To find out more: ^1 _ _ _ 

www.archant.co.uk/vacancies ARCH ANTf S" KCIlt Oil SlUldaV 



Spencer Private Hospitals are two hospitals situated in East Kent. The larger 
of the two hospitals is a 22 bed independent hospital situated at the QEQM 
Hospital in Margate, whilst the second hospital is a 4 bed independent hospital 
based at the William Harvey Hospital in Ashford. Both hospitals have a reputation 
for providing excellent medical and surgical facilities supported by Specialist 
Consultants, Specialist Nurses and Physiotherapists. We have state of the art 
diagnostic equipment and exceptionally high standards of nursing care. 


Ward Clerk/Administrator - Ashford 

Part time 

Hours: 22.5 hours per week 
Closing date: 02/02/2016 
Salary: £16,171.66 pro rata 

An exciting opportunity has arisen for an enthusiastic and motivated individual to join the team at 
Spencer Private Hospitals. 

We are looking for an experienced and efficient administrator who is able to support the team to 
deliver a professional and responsive service to patients, visitors and professionals alike. 

The successful candidate will be based on our friendly, caring and fast paced ward. As Ward 
Clerk you will need to have a flexible approach, outstanding communication and administration 
skills and be able to work well under pressure. 

Qualifications and Experience 

• Maths and English GCSE A - C Grade or equivalent 

• 2 years working in an administrative environment 

• Good working knowledge of Word/Excel/Outlook 

• Exceptional customer service ski I Is 

To discuss this opportunity, or to arrange an informal visit, please contact: Gemma Preston, 
Business Officer & IG Manager on 01304 222682. Previous applicants need not apply. 

Porter/Handyman - Ashford 

Full Time 

Hours: 37.5 per week 
Closing date: 02/02/2016 
Salary: £15,950.14 per annum 
Qualifications and Experience 

• Experience in Carpentry, plumbing and basic DIY skills 

• Smart and personable with excellent communication skills 

• Ability to work with people and put them at ease 

To discuss this opportunity, or to arrange an informal visit, please contact: Gail Cribbens, Nurse 
Manager on 01233 616201. Previous applicants need not apply. 

For a job description and application form please contact: 

Mathew Thomas, HR Assistant Apprentice Telephone: 01304 222690 
E-mail: recruitment@spencerhospitals.com 

Spencer Private Hospitals is an equal opportunity employer. 

This position is subject to a Disclosure and Barring check. 


Microsoft Technical Systems 
Apprentice - £140.00 p/w 

Microsoft Technical Systems Apprentice - £140.00 p/w 
Tonbridge Wells Microsoft Professional Qualifications 
& City & Guilds Level 3 Diploma 2 Day induction 
at Microsoft Headquarters Earn while you learn 
Apprentices believe they can earn 38% more as a result 
of completing a Microsoft apprenticeship. 

For a fast track IT career contact Lee Morgan at 
lee.morgan@itskillsman.co.uk 
for more information. 


Microsoft IT Technical Sales 
Apprenticeship - £140.00 p/w 

Tonbridge Wells City & Guild’s Level 3 Diploma & 
Microsoft Professional Qualifications 2 day induction; 
graduation at the Microsoft HQ at Thames Valley Park 
Increase your earning potential 3 fold 
Develop into a true IT Sales professional with 
Microsoft Qualifications. 

For a fast track IT career contact Lee Morgan at 
lee.morgan@itskillsman.co.uk 
for more information. 


LEGAL AND PUBLIC NOTICES 


LICENSING ACT 2003 
Application for Variation of a 
Premises Licence 

We, Booker Limited, of Equity House, 
Irthlingborough Road, Wellingborough, NN8 1LT 
apply for a variation of a Premises Licence for 
the premises known as Booker Cash & Carry, 5-7 
Lake Road, Rochester Industrial Estate, Rochester, 
Kent, ME1 3QZ to vary the Premises Licence 
under the Licensing Act 2003 as follows: 

Details of Variation : 

To vary the permitted hours for the sale of 
alcohol for consumption off premises as follows: 
Monday-Sunday: 07:30-23:00 

Anyone who wishes to make representations 
regarding this application must give notice in 
writing to: The Licensing Authority, Council 
Gibson Building, Gibson Drive, Kings Hill, West 
Mailing, Kent, ME 19 4LZ. Representations must 
be received no later than 12 February 2016. The 
application may be viewed between 9:00am and 
4:00pm, Monday to Lriday at the above address or 
at www.tmbc.gov.uk. It is an offence to knowingly 
or recklessly make a false statement in connection 
with an application, the maximum fee for which 
a person is liable assuming conviction for the 
offence is level 5 on the standard scale. 


MARINE AND COASTAL ACCESS 
ACT 2009 

APPLICATION FOR THANET 
OFFSHORE WIND FARM EXPORT 
CABLE OPERATION AND 
MAINTENANCE LICENCE 

Notice is hereby given that Thanet OFTO Ltd has 
applied to the Marine Management Organisation under 
the Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009, Part 4, for a 
marine licence to undertake operation and maintenance 
activities along Thanet export cable for the lifetime of 
the asset. Plans showing the position of the works may 
be inspected at Ramsgate Library, Guildford Lawn, 
Ramsgate, Kent CT11 9AY. 

Copies of the application and associated information may 
be viewed on line in the Public Register at www.gov.uk/ 
check-marine-licence-register. 

Representations or objections in respect of the 
application should be made in writing, giving an address 
to which correspondence relating to the representation 
or objection may be sent, to the Marine Management 
Organisation, Lancaster House, Hampshire Court, 
Newcastle upon Tyne, NE4 7 YH, or alternatively emailed 
to paul.kirk@marinemanagement.org.uk, within 28 days 
of 24/01/2016, quoting reference MLA/2015/00462 
The Marine Management Organisation will pass to the 
applicant a copy of any objection or representation we 
receive. 
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Sir Joseph Williamson's Mathematical School 

Maidstone Road 

Rochester 

Kent ME1 3EL 

Tel: 01634 844008 

Email: office@sjwms.co.uk 

Website: www.sirjosephwilliamson.medway.sch.uk 


An 11-18 Boys' Grammar School of 1200 students including 
320 in the co-educational Sixth Form 
A member of The Williamson Trust 

'OUTSTANDING' Ofsted - "a buzz of excitement pervades the school" 

Part Time Assistant Required 

Grade: D2 - Salary: £15,523 - £19,742 per annum (Full Time Equivalent) 
Part Time Hours: 15 hours a week term time plus 5 Staff 
Development days pro rata (£5,311 - £6,755) 

We require Finance staff to support the central team of finance assistants within 
the Williamson Trust of secondary and primary schools. 

You will be a motivated, conscientious and a reliable person able to work 
effectively as a member of a team as well as individually. Experience in a school 
finance office essential and using PS Financials accounting software would be 
an advantage. 

OFSTED awarded the school an outstanding grade in every category in our most 
recent inspection, commenting that "students thrive within its distinctive ethos, 
enabling them to succeed academically and to develop into confident, 
well-rounded individuals who are prepared extremely well for their future lives." 

The School has recently been designated one of the first 100 National Teaching 
Schools, has achieved a Medway Council Gold Award in recognition of excellence 
in its provision of CPD and is a National Support School. 

If you are interested in working with bright, talented pupils, then please contact 
the PA to the Headteacher Mrs Jacqueline Harrison, (harrisonj@sjwms.co.uk) 

01634 844008 or visit our website www.sirjosephwilliamson.medway.sch.uk 
where further details and an application form can be downloaded. 

The Williamson Trust currently consists of Sir Joseph Williamson's Mathematical 
School, The Hundred of Hoo Academy, High Halstow Primary School, Elaine 
Primary Academy, Allhallows Primary Academy, Stoke Community School and 
finally, as a co-sponsored academy, St James Church of England Primary Academy, 
all providing exceptional career development opportunities. 

We are committed to the safeguarding and well-being of children and any offer 
of employment will be subject to a satisfactory Disclosure and Barring Service check. 

Closing date for applications - 25th January 2016 
Interviews will take place week beginning - 1st February 2016 
Aspire - Achieve - Excel 




LEGAL AND PUBLIC NOTICES 


LICENSING ACT 2003 

An application has been made by: TUNBRIDGE WELLS BOROUGH 
COUNCIL for the premises ASSEMBLY HALL THEATRE, 
CRESCENT ROAD, TUNBRIDGE WELLS, KENT, TNI 2LU. 

On the date of: 9th November 2015 

Summary of the proposed licensable activities and the proposed 
hours of opening: 

To remove the condition on the current licence relating to occupancy 
figures and to replace this condition with “maximum number of 
persons admitted to the premises as outlined by the Occupancy Figures 
in the Fire Risk Assessment Report attached to the application”. 

To extend the hours for all licensable activities to: Every day: 0800 to 
02.00 the following day. 

To extend the opening hours every day to 08.00 to 02.30 the following 
day. 

Any person wishing to view details of an application may contact the 
Licensing Partnership on 01732 227004 

Any person wishing to make representation about the application should 
make them in writing on or before the : 7th December 2015 
Licensing Partnership, PO BOX 182, Sevenoaks, Kent TN13 1GP 
licensing @ sevenoaks.gov.uk 
http://pa.sevenoaks.gov.uk/online-licensing 

It is an offence knowingly or recklessly to make a false statement in 
connection with an application. The maximum fine for which a person is 
liable on summary conviction for the offence is £5000. 


Sa * barnarc 

2nd February 2016 marcus 

By order of Tunbridge Wells Borough Council 

• Plot A and Plot B on the east side of Blackhurst 
Lane , Tunbridge Wells, TN2 4QE (Two parcels of 
land offered as separate lots) 

• Land lying south east of Dorothy Avenue, 

Cranbrook, TN17 3AW 

• Former Telephone Exchange, Lamberhurst Down, 
Lamberhurst, TN3 8ES 

• Land at Woodbury Park Road, Tunbridge Wells, 

TN49NH 

• Land at Milk House Cottages, Sissinghurst, 
Cranbrook, TN17 2JT 

• Land adj to No 1 Prospect Park (Plot A), 
Southborough, Tunbridge Wells, TN4 0EQ 

• Land adj to No 3 Prospect Park (Plot B), 
Southborough, Tunbridge Wells, TN4 OEQ 

• Land at Godfreys Yard, North Farm Road, 

Tunbridge Wells, TN2 

Please call 0208 741 8088 
www.barnardmarcusauctions.co.uk 
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Sport 

Hawkins to learn 
Masters lessons 



The Ditton star reached the final for the ■ first time 


FOCUS: Barry Hawkins enjoyed an excellent tournament until being beaten 
10-1 by Ronnie O’Sullivan in the final 


Snooker 


By Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 


DITTON’S Barry Hawkins insists he 
will learn from his experience at the 
Masters last week. 

The 33-year-old fell one step short 
of glory on Sunday as he was beaten 
10-1 by Ronnie O’Sullivan at Alexan¬ 
dra Palace. 

Getting to the final represented a 
strong display from Hawkins, who 
had not progressed past the first 
round prior to this year. 

His journey began with a 6-3 vic¬ 
tory over Joe Perry, before a 6-2 win 


over Mark Allen sent him to the semi¬ 
finals, where he produced arguably 
the shock of the competition in beat¬ 
ing Judd Trump 6-4, making three 
centuries in the process. 

He told KoS: “Obviously I was dis¬ 
appointed with my performance in 
the final, but it was a good tourna¬ 
ment on the whole. 

“Once I got that first win under my 
belt I really thought I was in the thick 
of the tournament -1 was growing in 
confidence, and played better in each 
round until the final. 

“I built the occasion up too much in 
my mind, and I think I’ve learned 
from the experience. 


“I was playing the player rather 
than the balls, so hopefully next time 
I can focus less on Ronnie and just 
play my own game.” 

The World Championships are only 
three months away, but Hawkins is 
not dreaming of going one step fur¬ 
ther than he managed in 2013, with 
his focus entirely on other tourna¬ 
ments in the coming weeks. 

“I’m not thinking about that right 
now,” he said. 

“I’ve had a bit of time off but the 
next few months are chock-a-block. 

“Hopefully I can play some good 
snooker in that time and maybe even 
win something.” 


Kennedy victorious at 02 on Haye undercard 


Boxing 


JOSH Kennedy was victorious in his 
bout with Elemir Rafael in front of 
thousands of boxing fans at the 02 
Arena on Saturday night. 

The 24-year-old super bantam¬ 
weight from Folkestone won on 
points after dominating his six- 
round fight with the Slovakian on 
the undercard of David Haye’s 
comeback against Mark de Mori, 
which lasted less than two minutes. 

Kennedy told KoS afterwards: “He 
was a tough opponent but I felt in 
control throughout and to be honest 
I was disappointed I didn’t get a 
stoppage having won by knockout in 
all my other fights. 

“The bell saved him for four 
rounds out of six and I barely got hit. 



WIN : Josh Kennedy. Photo: Sam Lort 


“I didn’t have any nerves, I was 
just excited about getting in the ring 
and doing what I love, and I got 


about 200 friend requests on 
Facebook when I got home so people 
have responded well. 

“Everyone’s told me it was the best 
fight of the night, probably including 
Haye’s, because it went the distance, 
so hopefully his team will have a 
look back at it and there’ll be more 
opportunities like this in the future.” 

Haye’s fight, which barely lasted 
two minutes, was broadcast live on 
freeview channel Dave and Kennedy 
admitted he was disappointed there 
was no television footage of his bout, 
too. 

“I’m really gutted they didn’t show 
it and I want to apologise to all the 
fans I told to tune in. 

“But like I say, hopefully people 
will look back at the footage, see 
what I can do, and I’ll get another 
chance soon.” 




READY: Unbeaten welterweight George Hennon 

Snodland star Hennon 
ready for March bout 


UNBEATEN welterweight George 
Hennon says he is “100 per cent 
ready” for his next scheduled bout. 

The 21-year-old Snodland pro will 
take on Newark fighter Fonz 
Alexander at the Grays Civic Hall on 
March 4 in his first six three-minute 
round contest. 

He said: “I know it’s a step up 
because he comes to win - he’ll take 
a few risks and throws shots - which 


benefits me. I’m 100 per cent ready 
for it. 

“I feel perfect now, no niggles at 
all. 

“Everything’s spot on, feeling 
really good. Getting the fitness back 
and the weight is coming off nicely. 

“It’s going to be a great night and 
there’s plenty of new skills for me to 
showcase since my last performance, 
it’s just getting better and better.” 


Stones’ Brown joins Leatherhead 


LEATHERHEAD have announced 
the permanent signing of Maidstone 
United midfielder Alex Brown. 

The 2 3-year-old completed a 
month-long loan with the Tanners 
last weekend and Leatherhead bosses 
made him an offer to join them for 
the rest of the season, where it is 
expected he will enjoy regular 
football he has found tough to get at 
the Gallagher Stadium. 


Brown made a total of 139 
appearances for the club, during 
which time the Stones enjoyed two 
promotions and a league cup title. 

Former boss Jay Saunders said: 
“Browny has been absolutely 
brilliant during his time here. 

“He wants the opportunity to be 
playing week in, week out and that’s 
not something I can guarantee at 
this moment.” 


Billings back up arrives 
as Rouse signs for Kent 


KENT have snapped up former England 
Under-19 wicketkeeper-batsman Adam 
Rouse on a permanent deal. 

The 2 3-year-old right-hander, born in 
Zimbabwe, featured for the club for a 
month in 2015 as cover for Sam Billings 
and also previously played for the second 
XI. 

He said: “I’m very grateful to the Kent 
management for showing faith in me and 
allowing for this opportunity - I’m looking 
forward to getting stuck in. A lot of hard 
work lies ahead and I’m excited to get 
going. 

“After my month there last year, I 
followed Kent’s fortunes and there were 
some excellent white-ball performances so 
hopefully we can kick on this year and go 
a step or two further.” 

Head coach Jimmy Adams added: 

“Adam made a very good impression both 
on and off the field when he was with us 
last year. 

“We are extremely happy to have such a 
talented young player in our squad.” 


SIGNED : Adam Rouse 


j_ V i. » Email sports@kosmedia.co.uk 

QpOlT Snorts or call Tom Pyman on 01233653477 


Keep up-to-date with all Kent’s sports news via social media on: 

^ Twitter @KentSport r Facebook www.facebook.com/kentsport.3 
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Boo k today 
by joining 
•be Marlowe 
Friends 


The acclaimed National Theatre production 


WarHorse 

Based on the beloved novel by Michael Morpurgo • Adapted by Nick Stafford 
In association with the award-winning Handspring Puppet Company 

THE fri 15 SEP - SAT 14 OCT 2017 

MARLOWE On sale to generval public Monday 8 February. 

THEATRE marlowetheatre.com (bkg fee) 01227 787787 (bkg fee) 
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